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THE FINANCIAL CRISIS. 

ee 

iRTUAL SURRENDER OF THE CHARTER OF THE BANK 

OF ENGLAND 
june OF THE MINISTERIAL EXPEDIENT FOR 
RELIEF. 
EFPSCT UPON THE UNITED STATES. 

A GLIMPSE AT THE PAST, AND AT THE PRESENT. 
This, in political as well as business circles, is the 
i|-absorbing topic of the day. ; 
The condition of the money and business affairs 
¢ Europe, and especially of those of England, are 
4 intimately connected with the interests of this 
puntry to have arrived at so critical a state as our 
st advices frem thence left them in, without awak- 
+ the deepest solicitude and anxiety for the impend- 
> result as it may effect our own country. As con- 
ctor of a public journal, clearly foreseeing as we 
ought, the approach of such a state of affairs, we 
ve deemed it a duty from time to time to state our 
apressions, and have borne our share of the imputa- 
on of “croaker,” “panic maker,” &c., for performing 
at duty. What we have registered upon the sub- 
t will compare with results, whenever those re- 
Its shall be fully worked out. Mean time, so im- 
rtant is the present “crisis,” that notwithstanding 

claim upon our columns by official and other do- 
ments, we must be indulged with 





A GLANCE AT THE POSTURE OF AFFAIRS. 


after the loss which he must have sustained in dab- 
bling in English and French funds a few months since 
by the fall in the value of those funds, it is likely he 
will be cautious how he invests in future. 

Letters from Hamburg state that an imperial or- 
der has been given to the Bank of St. Petersburg, 
“to assist every merchant able to prove his solvency 
by his books.» The bank will have need of some of 
“ Emperor’s surplus gold, if they obey such an 
edict. 

The journals inform us, that failures to a large 
amount are occurring upon the continent, especially 
at Trieste, Leghorn, Genoa, Lisbon, and Ghent. The 
great French firm of G. Rives & Co., at St. Peters- 
burg have failed. 

Such is the aspect of money affairs upon the con- 
tinent. These however may be considered as inci- 
dents to the condition of affairs in the grand mart of 
money and trade, 

GREAT BRITAIN. 


meceieaceee nal 





their part, at that time, that we are well able to 
judge of their present condition, by the experience 
which that lesson afforded us. Our most active and 
enterprizing citizens reduced from affluence to pover- 
ty, by thousands in all directions. Our corporate as- 
sociations prostrated or struggling for existence 
through the most grievous embarrassments. Specie 
vanishing like a flash from circulation, and substitut- 
ed by the miserable rag promises of irresponsible in- 
dividuals. The currency of the banks that survived 
fallen to a ruinous discount. Incomplete improvements 
every where suspended, if not abandoned, and many 
state governments involved beyond the possibility of 
immediate retrieve. 

One proof of the hostile combination we have al- 
luded to, and to which we attribute a large propor- 
tion of these disasters, was that of the course adopt- 
ed towards us, when this predicament overtook us. 
Instead of sympathy, what did we experience? In- 





The grand leading measures of Mr. Peel’s admin- 
istration are now being subjected to the ordeal which | 
alone could test their efficiency. All worked smooth- | 
ly.so long as England continued to enjoy the flush of | 
money which her monopoly of trade, her exactions | 
upon the unfortunate Chinese, and from the inhabi- | 
tants of India,—her drains from the mines of Ame- | 
rica, and from the new gold mines of Russia,—from | 
the Russian Emperor’s investment in the British | 





stead of lending a kind or a helping hand to their 
best customer in the hour of embarrassment, as would 
seem to have been alike their duty and their interest, 
what did we find? Not content with all the ruin 
they had contributed to overwhelm us in, American 
stocks were deliberately placed under the ban of in famous 
discredit, not only in England, but throughout all the 
money markets cf Europe, and so have they contrived to 
keep them, up to this day. Repupiation was the stig- 
ma placed upon our embarrassments, and carried to 


Tus conTiNeNT OF Evrore. The French govern- | funds, and in the funds of France, which latter ope-| such a bitter extent was the hue and cry, that every 
nt is now in the money market, asking bids for a/ ration England is known to have partaken largely in| American citizen who happened to be in Europe, 


n of 250 millions of francs, which, in deference 





the benefit of;—with all these operating in tavor of | 


found himself under the most mortifying circumstans 


the financial difficulties of England, it is well | British finances, and the balance of trade still in fa- | ces whenever thrown into their then purse-proud cir- 


own her ministers were prevailed upon to defer 
ering for, some six months ago. 


‘vor of England, Mr. Peel’s system could hardly fail | 
to work smoothly. Possessed of an unprecedented | 


cles. If we mistake not, a formal resolution was 
passed to exclude Americans from an invitation to 


A few weeks since one of the most influential of | amount of money and of a credit ‘absolutely unlimi-| Almacks until the states should resume payment!—~ 


Lendon bankers was deputed to ascertain if the 
k, or bankers of France would not reciprocate 
favor some time previously extended to them by 
se of England, when they were in difficulties. — 
e French capitalists were startled. 


rnals taking alarm, vehemently opposed the mea- | 


The London agent no doubt ascertained that 


The French , Well night England become intoxicated. 


ted, England supplied her business men freely with | 
money at an interest of from 2 1-2 to 3 1-2 per! 
cent., wherewith to carry on all their operations of 


trade, manufactures, or other profitable enterprizes. | 





That these circumstances were but advanticious | 
that they would not, could not last, without new mo- ! 





None of us have forgotten the very edifying “‘cau- 
tion,” which Lord Palmerston, as minister of the fo- 
reign department, was so gracious as to read to in- 
debted states, amidst the loudest cheers from all 
parties in parliament as the closing scene of the ses- 
sion, and to furnish “bunkum” for the then ap- 
proaching election. The London Times of the next 


ha requisition wou'd be unavailing, and it was | dificotions of the money power, the long-headed and | day semi-officially promulgated the law and the gos- 
med prudent not to make an official demand, as a | experienced statesmen and financiers of England! pel, as expounded by this seli-constituted tribunal 


e England to any essential extent. The last 
glish papers are flattering their readers that ar- 


} 
' 


sal would operate to the discredit of both parties. | well knew. 


nee is ascertained not to be in condition to re- | 


A GLANCE AT THE PAST. 
Travel back but a brief period, and we find the | 
monetary affairs of England in such a condition that | 


for exercising that prerogative, in their accustomed 
style of courtesy. For the documents alluded to, see 
our National Register of that period. 

The London Times, of so late as the 28th ult., has 


gements have been made at Paris, by which the! it became, in their opiuion, expedient to resort to a, a long editorial upon “the tenderness displayed by 
nch loan will be taken by certain specified bid- | desperate remedy for safety, or at least for present | citizens of the United Siates on the subject of their 
s, $0 as not to afford an inducement for British | relief from evils which they could no longer conceal | public faith,” in which the bitterest irony and sar- 


italists to offer for any portion of it. We should | 


e been readier to credit this, if it were not fol- 


the approach of. 
The United States was becoming their formidable | 


casm are employed to ridicule any pretension on our 
part to either honesty or sensibility. Asa last re- 


ed by remarks evidently desigued to operate | rival in every department upon which England’s ex-' sort, the “repudiation” of the “continental money” 
nst any bids being made from England, by rather isting supremacy in commerce, trade, manufactures, of the revolutionary war, is produced as the seal of 


hdalously 
tment. 
othing more 


he Bank of France to issue small notes. 


Hvres in paper will supply the place of specie to 
same amount. rey P P 


disparaging the eligibility of such an | 
itish capital was rapidly crossing the Atlantic in | 

positively demonstrates the condi- | search of larger interest,—her population were emi- | “‘bided our time.” 
of the French money market however, than the | 
dient to which they have resorted of authoriz- | be done to arrest this career. 
It is estimated that a currenc ions | 
y of forty millions | 
| 


and upon whatever else had been predicated. Bri- | 


Something must | 


} 
} 
' 


grating by hundreds of thousands. 


The money-power was resorted to, and furnished | 
the ready means. The United States had advanced | 
at an imprudent gait in her career of improvements, | 


f the financial condition of Austria, we are but | to British capitalists, and was in their power. 


tly informed. 


‘i _ Some popular tumults occurred | 
'y at the capital, which were attributed to the | But where such formidable interests were at issuse, | that so scoffed at our distress. 


; 
The alternative may have been an unpleasant one. | 


our infamy. 
Well, patiently as we could, have we endured, and 


A time that it required no gift of prophecy to pre- 
dict, has been hastened upon England by Providential 
visitation. At the very moment that it is ascertain- 
ed that the energies of our people have retrieved 
their suspended states and corporation credit in spite 


| —had been incautious, and become largely a debtor | of all European efforts to keep them depressed, Grest 


Britain is suddenly overtaken by financial difficulties. 


The poisoned chalice is returned to the very lips 
Heaven save us from 


° H . . . ° | . . . _— * . . 
“lal embarrassments under which that govern- | a sacrifice was deemed indispensable to secure Bri-| the inhumanity of administering one noxious grain 


Stern Letters from Europe assign the 
eg unds as the sole reason for 
| 8 to take a decided part in the affairs of Switz- 
wa bs Bar Meson may have operated to in- 
bad ‘foty fay: in the affair with the Pope. Aus- | 
Pas By Vantages from a foreign commerce, | 
ia ches - facilities in the money circles.— 
imi urnished armies for subsidy; we re- 
subsidise 7 ce of her furnishing money to relieve 
“lize other powers, 
be is known to be in difficulties. 
elves “what has money and productive | 
sted Cire rch even the expenses of his long | 
Ver scassian bong 7 eit redundant. But | 





7 


tish predominance. Even the best customer of Eng- | 


threatening rivalry. 

That there was upon that occasion a concerted | 
action on the part of British capitalists and states- 
men, to prostrate the prominent monied institutions 
of this country, and to impair as far as they could, 
American credit in Europe, with a view to arrest the 
progress of so formidable a rival, we have always 
believed, and have taken frequent occasion in the 
pages of the Register to assert, adding reasons to 
substantiate the opinion. 

So wide spread a scene of ruin over our whole 


country, was the result of th.s coos deternimation on | 





to the bitter draught. Had we it in our power to 


Austria for-|land must be crippled, if she presume to rise into! dip our pen in the sareastic gall with which the 


Rey. Sir Sidney Smith indited his keen philippies upon 
our misfortunes, we should consider it a want of 
common humanity so to retort in the day of Eng» 


land’s deep distress. 


The motive for recurring to these circumstances 
at present, is to show, that a contest of even despe- 
rate character, has for a number of years been car- 
ried on by Great Britain against the United States 
as being her most formidaole competitor for trade. 
commerce, manufactures, agriculture, and conse, 
quent wealth. Our importance to’ her as a custo, 
mer and as a sourcs of supply, prevents belligeren, 
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measures to keep us down. Such powers as she can 


the impossibility of allowing matters to continue without 


venture to exercise to keep us down, we may con- | ™aki manne effort to obviate the preesure; that bankers 


stantly look for the exercise of. It is a race of ri- 
valry on which she apprehends her present political, 
as well as financial and commercial supremacy de- 


The object which we had no doubt was contem- 
plated by Sir Robert Peel, in constructing the char- 
ter of the Bank of England of 1844, will be found 
suggested in the pages of the Register of that peri- 
od. It was a very bold, though a doubtful experi- 
ment, and one whose progress, as the result must 
very deeply affect the interests of this country, we 
have considered it a duty to keep the readers of the 
Register fully informed of, as well as furnishing 
them with the arguments and opinions of those sup- 
posed to be best qualified to judge of its operations. 

The object aimed at by Sir Robert and his cabinet 
in constructing the charter alluded to, was to insure 
not only a sovereign control over the monetory ope- 
rations of Great Britain, but to make that bank a 
lever by which to contro) the operations of the 
commercia) world, and of course a powerful wea- 
pon in contest with the United States asa rival. 

jt was all experiment however, and we have 
waiched its progress without being by any means 
confident as to the issue, 

As said above, tle apparatus worked snugly and 
smoothly erough unde: favoring gales and favorable 
tide, but, as had been confidently predicted by Eari 
Grey and several of the irfuential opponents of the 
bank charter of 1844, the first adverse gale tu whicl: 
it is subjected, proves its inadequacy to encounter a 
financial crisis. 

Whether the bank under its former charter wou'd 
have been able to have averted the crisis, or could 
have weathered such u storm as the present bank is 
now subjected to, who shall determine? It is a ques- 
tion which all England is busy discussing. 

One result may be said to be asceitained. Sir 
Robert Pee)’s project of arming the British cabinet 
through the contioul of the greatest monied institu- 
tion of the world, with a sovereign power over the 
monetary and commercial world, HAS FAILED. The 

resent government, al the suggestion of Sir Robert 
Peel hiasell, yields the distinctive feature of the 
charter of 1844, and the bank of England, if it sur- 
vives the storm, will be bul such an institution as it 
has been, subject to the: visiscitudes that affect other 
institutions, and like them, liable to difficulties which 
the cl arter uf 1844 was supposed to have lifted that 

institul on far above the influence of. 

Tru: the charter would have kept the bank above 
commcn banking vis stud«s, but it wou!d be found 
no longe: in that case to have fulfilled the objects 
which a Lusiness community must have in view iu 
sanctionirg a monopoly of the kind. Government 
would have been served,— woulu have been armed 
with gig. nlic powers, and no doubt would soon have 
learned © wield those powers like a giaut,—but the 
community would feel such blows. 

The British community have already felt, and are 
now erling the tension of that grant arm, a tension 
esseniial perhaps tow ards aiming its first blow. ‘The 
effort is fuund to be intolerable. The British busi- 
ness circles determiie not to endure it. Remon- 
strauce, in tones not to be disregarded by a British 
cabinet, is made, and the charter of the bauk ot Eng- 
land of 1844 is violated by advice of its autho: 
and by auvice of the ministry, and pariiament is 
called to saiction the measure and indemnify the 
bank. 

So falls one of the great projects of the greutest 
states nan that England has hag alt her heli for the 
Jast bali century. 

“Nous verrons,’” as the former editor of the Rich 
mond Enquirer was woot to say, we shall see; whether 
another experiment which still more signalized Mr. 
Peei’s sominisiration, will better endure the test to 
which actual operation is now subjecting it, a little 
more tin.e is requisite to determine. We allude to 
his abandoning Jaws protective of British agricultural 
interests, and substituting what he calls “‘iree trade,” 
as an expedient for insuring prosperity to Eug- 
land. Leaving that for the future, let us see after 
the bank of Evgiand as controijed by the financial 
crisis. 

BanK AND MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENT —Virtual sur. 
render of the bank charter.—\t will be rememberea that 
on the 19th, a deputation from the Liverpool merchants of 
which Mr. Browne, M. P. was one, wade wn application 
to the ministry, and that they returned just as the Cam- 
bria was leaving with a refusal on the part ut government 
to interfere. 

On the 23d a deputation of the London bankers waited 


on the prime minister with a similar and very pressing 


‘expected to 


I! of money but not one dared to make use et it 
for fear of » run upon him, and it is said in some publi- 
cations that a hint was at length given that if ministers 
refused relief, many of them would withdraw their de- 
posites from the bank. | 
The result of this meeting, was a publication on Mon- 
day morning, of the following official correspondence— 
‘Downing street, October 25, 1847. 
“GENTLEMEN,—Her Majesty’s government have seen 
with the deepes! regret the pressure which has existed 
for some weeks upon the commercial interesis of the 
country, and that this pressure has been aggrava- 
ted by a want of that confiderice which is neceseary 
for carrying on the dealings of trade. They have been 
in hopes that the check given tu transactions of a spec- 
ulative character, the transfer of capital from other 
countries, the influx of bullion, and the — which a 
knowledge of these circumstances might have been 
ocuce, would have ren.oved the prevailing 
distrust. They were ecouraged in this expectation by 
the speedy cessation of a similar state of feeling in the 
month of April last. These hopes have, however, been 
disappointed; and her majesty’s government have come 
to the conclusion that the time has arrived when they 
ought to attempt, by some extra¢rdinary and temporary 
measure, to restore confidence to the mercantile. and 
manufacturing community. For this purpose they re- 
commend to he directors of the bank of England, in the 
present emergency, to eniarge the amount of their dis- 
counts and advance, upon approved security; but that, 
in order to retain this operation within reasonable limits, 
a high rate of interest should be charged. In present 
circumstances they would suggest that the rate of interest 
should not be more than 8 per cent. If this course should 
lead to any infringement of the existing law, her majes- 
ty’s government will be prepared to propose te parliament 
on its meeting, a bill.of indemnity. They will rely upon 
the discretion of the directors to reduce as soon as pos- 
sible the amount of their notes, if any extraordinary is 
sues take place, within the‘ limits prescribed by law.— 
Her majesty’s government are of opinion that any extra 
profit derived from this measure should be carried to the 
account of ‘he public, but the precise mode of doing so 
must be left tv future arrangement. Her majesty’s gov- 
ernment are not insensible to the evil of any de par‘ure 
from the law which has placed the curiency of this 
cc untry upon a sound basis; but they teel confident that 
in the present circumstances, the meisure which they 
have proposed may be safely adopted; and that, at the 
same time. tl:e main provisions of that law, and the vital 
principle of preservirg the convertibilty of the bank note 
may be firmly maintained. We have the honor, &c. 
‘ Jonn RusskEst, 
“Cuas, Woop. 
“The governor and deputy- governor of the bank of 
England.” 


were 


(Copy of reply.) 

‘Bank of England, October 25, 1847. 
“Gentlemen:—We have the honor to acknowledge 
your letter of this day’s date, which we have submit- 
ted to the court of directors, and we enclose a copy 
the resolutions thereon, and we have the honor to be, 
sirs, your most obedient servants. (Signed,) 
‘James Morris, governor. 

“H. J. Prescott, deputy-governor. 
“To the first lord of the treasury and the chancellor 
of the exchequer.” 

Resolved, That this court do accede to the recom- 
mendation in the letter from the first jord of the 
treasury and the chancellor of the exchequer, dated 
this day, and addressed to the governor and deputy- 
govervor of the bank of England, which has just been 
read. 

“That the minimum rate of discount cn bills net 
having more than ninety-five days to run be al eight 
per eent. 

“That advance be made on bills of exchange, on 
stock exchequer bills, and other approved securities, 
in sums of not Jess than £2,000, and for periods to 
be fixed by the governors, at the rate of 8 per cent 
per annum.” 

li is understood that Sir Robert Peel was a party 
to the consultations, and that he will support the 
course adopted. 

The effect of this announcement was electric. It 
was received throughout the country with shouts of 
joy, and the press was in ecstacy. It was to restore 
confidence, revive trade, make money plenty, hold 
up tattering merchants, and clear away all clouds 
and render every thing bright and cheerful. Consols 
went up five per cent. Railway shares rose rapid- 
ly. The panic was over forthe moment,-——bui alass, 
it was but fortue moment. 

g. A suber second thought soon came over their 
dreams. ‘The rush of speculation paused the se- 
cond day, remained stationary for a day, and then 
commenced a retrograde. Before the week elapsed, 
consols were down to 8U, Londun and northwestern 
shares to 147; Exchequer biils, the truest criterion 
of government credit, feli to 18s. discount. Cotton 


application. Mr. Rothschild also attended. A cabiner| became as dull aud inactive as ever, and fresh fail- 
meeting was called on tie next day, (Sunday,) and an| ures in Manchestar, Glasgow, Liverpool and Lon 
interview of several hours duration with the deputation | don, too truly indicated that the expedient resorted 





tovk place. ‘I‘hey represented the intensity of the panic ;| \o Was Inadequate to arrest the crisis. 


Same 
The public presses resumed their yooss,. 
eourse. The bank was censured—minisiene™ . 
—_ee. - mts, rt was railed at by teins re 
is always the case when insurmoun iffente 
are found My the way. table difficulties 

at effect is all this li 

dante his like to have upon the U. 
It is asserted that, in the business circ 
is now indebted tothe United Statee insane 
changes should be in our favor. On the cont) om 
they are against us, though hardly to an amount ' 
justify the wget of specie, under common si 
cumstances. The cotton crop, our great Staple al 
not yet gone forward, and ought to be a reliance fo 
keeping down exchange. Bread stuffs and p;,.. 
sions in England and Ireland, in Spite of the a 
sure, have rallied in prices somewhat, and te 
still below prices in our own ports, would Diverse 
less, furnish fair objects for shipments, rather th 4 
to pay premium and expense upon coin, especially 
if we consider the prospect there is that Engi i 
Scotland, and especially Ireland, will require “ 
plies this winter. Yet in face of all these circus 
stances, specie is being shipped by every steamer 
and every packet that sails for Europe. Durin the 
month of October, about two millions of doliers “ 
gold and silver, was sent out. The steamer that left 
on the Ist Nov., took over $600,000. The steame 
Washington would probably have taken near! - 
much, but for the want of a safe place of deposit 
for money at Southampton, and the expense and ris, 
of its conveyance from thence to London, which 
prevented her haviog more than EPO. Each of 
the packet ships for France or England have more 
or less frieght of the precious metais. 


This is owing materially to a want of confidence 
in the stability of British business houses. The plain 
English of the orders as weil as letters from thence 
is, ‘dont venture to draw bills upon any of them.— 
If you require your orders filled, ship the specie to 
us. Great sacrifices will be made, and goods may 
be obtained on far better terms than usual for jo. 
ney.” 

Gat merchants well know that so many houses 
failing, must throw vast amount of goods upon the 
cash waiket, and that there is a chance for bar. 
gains. 

Specie flows accordingly. Importations will be 
heavy of course. Our commercial and government 
journals exhibit statements showing striking cop 
trasts in the amount received for duties under the 
revenue tariff, for the last few weeks, compared with 
the corresponding weeks of last year. The admix 
istration is gratified of course, but the people of the 
country will experience the evils of this course of 
trad:. There were not 5,000 barrels of flour shipped 
to England during the last month. 

The New York Express, says:—‘Such is the de- 
mand for funds, to send abroad, by foreign houses, 
that many are throwing their goods into the regular 
auction houses, and taking an advance in money and 
notes. It is stated that within a week or two several 
of our leading houses have given out their paper for 
over a half a million of dollars, running from three 
to six months. 

“Foreign houses holding this paper not being en 
bled to obtain extensive uiscounis, are compelled (0 
throw the same into Wall street, and to sell 11 at on 
to one and a quareter per cent. a month discount.” 

One cause, doubtless an important, though by 00 
means the principal one, of the great demand for 
specie, for export, is the desire en the part of tht 
American agents of English houses, to send forward 
he specie, in order to strengthen their friends. 

Every iresh arsival, according to our “free 
trade” commercial journals, has brought assurance 
that might be depeuded upen, that this foreign 
maud jor specie was bul temporary—that the wor 
was already over—things would soon assume the 
accustomed channel, it w s only a few rotton firms 
that had given way—and the most positive assuralr 
ces are given that none of our houses are materiallf 
affected by the return of protested bills. Even 00%; 
those journals have telegraphic despatches that 
reached Liverpooi just as the Acadia was quitlings 
stating that the flurry was over at tast, conliden 
was restored—and money to be had in Loudon * 
asking, al six per cent. , 

How jong are the American people to be made 
sport of such perversions? 

This country at present is flush of specie,—*°, 
the bank of England six months ago. Withio ht 
over that brief space of time, the buliion in het " 
has sunk from over eighty millions of dolla" 
less than forty. From urging customers to ake 
ney at from 2j to 3 per cent per anouds, she 7 
reiuses accowmocations at all, or demands no 
per cent on the best of security, and that at very 


date. 





And what is the financial condition of the 
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overnment? Within the year she had to negotiate 
a loan wherewith to aid Ireland, and prevailed upon 
the French government at the time to defer asking 
for their Joan, in order to enable them to negotiate it. 
Accounts look very much as if further aid would be 
required by Ireland. ie 

he fall in the value of British government funds 
within the last six months, is equivalent to $2U0 000, 
000 to the holders of the stock. 

Add to this the fall in the value of railway shares, 
and other stocks, and we ‘have a faint idea of the 
condition of the capitalists. 

Their business community, how do they stand af- 

? 
Te domed to transact upon money obtained at 3 
rcent, and predicating their operations upon such 
rates, how are they to sustain rates of 8, 10, and 12 
rcent, even if they are so fortunate as to obtain 
money at all? 

The crash of firm after firm—the stoppaze of one facto- 
ry aller another—the discharge of thousands upon thou- 
sands of their workmen, who are left without employ- 
meat or a prospect of employment, answers the ques- 


tion. ‘ = 

Whether we view the condition of the people, of the 
capitalists, of the bans, o: of the government of Eng- 
jand, we perceive but little to encourage the hope of a 
speedy arrest of the flow of specie from this country to 
England,—a circumstance which all admit, cannot be 

hoped for until confidence is restored there, and busi- 

ness resuines its reguiar direction. 

Seeing the ministry colleaguing with the bank to in- 
duce it to violate the charter by which it holds its exiat- 
ence, in hopes of affording a temporary relief to the bu- 
siveas men of the realm, and the fact openly and offici- 
ally announced, is too strong a prvof of the exis'ence as 
well ag of the thraatening c:aracter of the financial cri- 
sis, to allow us to hope for the speedy arrest of their de- 
mand for money. Witnessing the utter failure of their 
ministelial and bank expedient to afford either confi- 
dence or relief beyond the brief space uf three days, we 
must be gullable indeed to believe that the storm is over. 

So far, our merchants generally have dexterously 
weathered the gale. What can be done by activity and 
furethought they will accomplish; whilst specie is in the 
country, they will contrive to avail of it. When it is 
gone, then comes the pinch. 

During the week we have had three heavy failures 
anuounced besides several of minor importance. The 
first of the three, C. Gray & Co, of Boston, was the 
more remarkable as they were an iron or hardware 
house, which business of ali others has certainly been 
for some time the most prosperous. They were very 
heavily engaged, however, and liabilities of over five 
hundred thousand and transactions of over a million of 
dollars annually, was carrying too much sail for safety, 
these squally umes. ‘Their suspension caused great 
excitement and threatened to throw many hundrede of 
operatives out of employment. The Bostonians looked 
othe matter, tound the firm with assets $200,00) be- 

® yond their obligations, an extensiun of time was grant- 
ed, and the firm resumed. 

Another of the three, was the failure of a heavy busi- 
hess firm in Charleston, S.C. ‘Ihe third was a large 
clothing firm at New Orleans. Creditors in the eastern 
cities will suffer by both of these failures, to a large 
amount, say severai hundred thousand dollars. 

It the war with Mexico be procrastinaied our govern: 
meut will probably reguire a cuousiderable loan svon uf-. 
ler Congress assein bles. 

The N. York Express of yesterday says, that it is an- 
nounced in that city by those who are said to know the 
secretary of the treasury at Washington, that Secretary 

alker intends to recommend tu congress, either at the 
Culnmencement of the sessiun, Or soon after, the issue of 

y millions of government stocks, which are to be the 
foundation of a description of bank notes, and shall pass 
rent throughou. the whole country. ‘I'he stocks may 

hee up by individuals or banks, and be deposited 
ie the treasury department, on which bills of a small 

Nominatiun will be issued, and which shall be receiv- 
or ali debts due the governinent. 
his is hardly creditable. 
yi omunication appeared in the N. York Enquirer 
oman last, evidently pen ned by a person of talents, 
lich ioe the theory of tue "Anti gold currency-league’ 
Ay IShow making a serious demonsiration in Kug- 
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. . “Fiag of Freedom” published at Puebla, of 


th, contai ; 
rin wh; ins the following details of the af 


ficial) 


Death of the brave 





Ci he gallant Walker fell. 
accoun: of it s nce. 
nacieng ets of October 8th, the train halted at 
om LC @ two and a half leagues from Nopaluca. 
wae « sent out a spy to the town of Huamantla 
ie . » having received information that Gen. 
‘whe — had gone thither during the day before. 
valty ar nteing he returned and reported that the 
dain the enemy had left the town, leaving be- 
Rely ies pieces of artillery. Orders were immedi- 
ued for the cavalry under Captain Walker, 


We have an 












Col. Gorman’s regiment, Major Lally’s battalion, 
Col. Wyonkoop’s regiment, Capt. Taylor’s battery, 
and Capt. Heitzelman’s battalion to be in readiness 
to march for the town, leaving the train with about 
eleven hundred men and two pieces of artillery, un- 
der the command of Col. Brough. 

At 11 o’clock the whole moved off in fine style — 
The cavalry were ordered to keep some distance in 
advance. We had gone about two miles when Capt. 
Walker determined to push on at a gallop and sur- 
prise the enemy. For five miles the cavalry moved 
ata very rapid pace until we reached the outskirts 
of the town, when Capt. Walker gave orders to form 
fours and close up. He then entered a very narrow 
lane, both sides of which were lined with thick ma- 
guey. so narrow in many places that the sets of fours 
had to be broken and the column moved by twos.— 
On we went at a trot, until the lane opened into the 
main street leading to the plaza, when, in column of 
four, the order was given to draw sabres and charge. 
Then rose a wild yell, and such acharge! The flash. 
ing of the sabres, the thundering of the horses’ feet 
over the paved streets, were enough to strike terror 
into the hearts of the enemy. Two of their cannon 
were pointed up the street, another pointed down a 
cross street, and the fuse was burning in it. The 
terrified artillerymen moved merely to the sides of 
the houses, at whom our men made their thrusts and 
right and left cuts, killing many in this manner.— 
The cavairy rushed over their cannon, the lancers 
(how many we did not know, but supposed there 
were three or four hundred) fled, and our men sepa- 
rated into small parties, pursuing them beyond the 
town, on the outskirts of which a good many were 
kilied. Capt. Walker went beyond the town for the 
purpose of overtaking the artillery which had left 
the place. Capt. Lewis went in another direction 
for the same purpose. Capt. Besancon was ordered 
to follow the road tosee if the artillery could be 
overtaken. In the mean time, most of our men 
having gone in pursuit, Capt. Loyall with a few men, 
assisted by Adj. Ciaiborne, secured some fifty or 
sixty prisoners at their quarters, together with their 
arms, &c. Lieut. Claiborne then proceeded to secure 
and bring up to the plaza the cannon (three pieces) 
we had captured. Capt. Walker returned about this 
time, and going to the plaza was collecting our men. 
Lieut. Anderson, of the Georgia volunteers, pursued 
and captured Maj or Iturbide and Col. La Vega, (a 
brother of the general’s,) and a lieutenant; these he 
delivered to Capt. Waiker. Lieut. Claiborne, as- 
sisted by Corporal Hescock and private Myers and 
one or two others, limbered up the six pounder and 
brought it to the plaza; leaving it limbered up and 
the mules standing in it, and returning to get the four 
pounder, the Jieuteuant was in the act of bringing it 
up when he was forced to leave it by the appearance 
of all Santa Anna’s cavalry, 2500 strong. Corporal 
Tilghman, of company C, (rifles,) brought up a small 
howitzer. Private Dusenbery, of company C, took 
a lieulenant of artillery prisoner and turned him 
over to Surgeon Reynolds. By this time a good 


‘many of our men had returned and were in the 


plaza in scattered groups, when the lancers charged 
them suddenly and unexpectedly. Our men recei.ed 
ibem with great bravery, and kept the plaza with 
the exception of a few under Capt. Walker, who re- 
tired by a street leading west from the plaza; they 
were joined by Lieut. Claioorne and his party, who 
were approaching the square. Captain Walker led 
them from the plaza—the enemy close on them at 
a charge; he turned the next street to his left, while 
the enemy, seeing the 4 pounder, rushed to take it. 
It was fortuiate for the few men with Capt, Walker 
they saw this piece, for at the very next corner a 
still larger force met him; he wheeled and dashing 
swiftly past the rear of those who had cut him off 
{rom the plaza, again entered it. Here the men dis- 
mounted and occupied the convent-yard, together 
with a large house on the corner of the square. 

Capt. Lewis and Lieut. Waters, with some ten or 
twelve men, charged twice upon the enemy, who 
gave way, and were pulsuing them, when they dis- 
covered they were being surrounded by a vast num- 
ver of the lancers. ‘They gallantly forced their way 
to the plaza; Capt. Besancon barely returned in time 
to save himself. 


Private Hugenen and Corporal Merrillen, of com- 
pany C, rifles, being entirely surrounded, drove right 
into their midst, and fell covered with wounds. 

Capt. Walker gave the orders promptly to form 
the men to receive the enemy, who now made their 
appeerance on our right, in front, and on our left.— 
Viney bad also run up the four pounder to open on 
us. 
Lieut. Claiborne, assisted by Corporal Tilghman, 
unlimbered the six pounder and pointed it at the 
column on our left. Having no poit fire, he pre- 
pared to fire it with a horse pistol; the enemy came 





| 


nearer aud nearer, until at about sixty yards off, 








ee 


when they halted. At this moment the lieutenant 
fired the pistol, but the fuse of the cannon would not 
catch, and being left alone in the plaza he retired to 
the corncr house, and posted some riflemen to kee 
the piece from recapture. 

At this juncture Capt. Walker, while examining 
the approach of the enemy, and looking at the four 
pounder on our. right, was shot from behind, froma 
house that displayed a white flag, He sunk down 
immediately and was borne into the yard, the men 
bursting into fears as the cry spread among them, 
“Capt. Walker is killed.” Capt. Walker directed 
that we should “‘never surrender,” and died in about 
thirty minutes. Capt. Lewis made a detail of eight 
men, who went out and brought the six pounder and 
placed it at the gate. The enemy menaced us a 
long time, and fired the four pounder six or eight 
times loaded with grape, one of which discharges 
shattered the leg of Frederick Raborg, Capt. W.’s 
interpreter, and a private of company C. Seei 
the determination of our men they hesitated, falter- 
ed, and fell back. Capt. Lewis formed the men af- 
ter Walker fell, and vy his energy and address as- 
sisted materially to suppress disorder. 

Lieut. Lilly distinguished himself by his daring. 
Surgeon Lamar was in the first charge by the sideof 
Waiker; was in the plaza when the charge was 
made, and was saved by the devoted act of Captain 
Walker’s slave David, who caught at the lance aim- 
ed at him and received it himself. He died m:a 
few winutes. He wes honest and faithful, and a fa- 
vorite of his noble master. “In death they were not 
divided,” 

The infantry came up as the enemy were retiring 
—Col. Gorman’s being the only portion of the in- 
fantry that gota shot atthe enemy. There 1s much 
praise due them for the gallant manner in which. they 
strove to be with the cavalry. ‘hey ran themselves 
out of breath, and then ran on. Never were men 
more anxious to reach an enemy. ‘They had diseo- 
vered the immense body of cavalry that was making 
its way in a gallop by a parallel road to the town, 
and both tried to reach town first. When they got 
to town we had possession. Surgeon Reynolds be- 
haved very gallantly, and his whole energies after 
the fight were bestowed upon the wounded. 

The whole force of Capt. Walker’s command did 
not exceed 195. The enemy dispersed on the first 
charge. There must have been more than five hun- 
dred, and in the subsequent fight they were two 
thousand five hundred strong. Company C lost its 
gallant captain, whose fame needs no eulogy, and 
whose Joss is irreparable. His valor, often tried, is 
appreciated by the whole of his countrymen. Peace 
to the ashes of the noble and gallant captain! 

Killed—Courporal Merriken, privates Hugenen and 
Tarbox. Wounded—Curporal Glanding, [since 
dead;} Meachem, [severely;] Riborg, [lost a legs) 
Weich, Wayne, McGill, Scott, and Myers, slightly. 
Missing—Sergeant Goslin; privates Dement, Dare 
lington, Ceilins, McCleary, and Richards, of com- 
pany C, rifles. Capt. Lewis’ company, private Mur- 
ray, wounded. Capt. Loyall’s company, killed, pri- 
vate Richardson; slightly wounded, ,rivates Fornely 
aod Milton. 


The enemy lost over one hundred men, two pieces 
of artillery, and large quantities of ammunition.— 
Most of prisoners escaped during the charge. 

The whole command behaved in the most gallant 
manner, and received the highest praises from the 
commanding general. The whole force under Gen. 
Lane returned to camp that night. 





Siege or Puesia. List of killed and wounded at 
san Jose, between the commencement and termina- 
tion of the siege of Puebla: 

First Pennsylvania battalion of volunteers. —Com- 
pany A—Wonnded, George Rusheberger, James 
McCutcheon, severely ; John Hoover, David Lindsay, 
Henry Liuch, Mansfield Mason, James Bowden, R, 
Wilson, John Donian, slightly. Company C—Wa, 
Eurick, killed; Charles Collison, John B..Herren, 
wounded. Company 1—John Preece, killed; D. W. 
Yarlott, Jaiwnes Ellis, Sergeant Domminick Devanny, 
slightly wounded; Luke Fioyd, severely. Company 
K—Corporal E. H. Jones, Jobn C. Gilchrist, John 
H. Herrod, F. B Johns, H. Krutzolman,. Jus. Phil- 
lips, Wm. A. Puillips, 8S. D. Sewell, Wun. Suz) 
D. S. Vernoy, F. Vandyke, Joseph Wilson, Samue 
Troyer, killed; Capt. John Herron, Thomas B. Fur- 
nam, A. E. Marshall, W.C. Winebiddle, R. Reed, 
slightly wounded; John McLellan, James Lambert, 
severely. Missing—Juhn Lonstatl, company K; M, 
Stemlar, company C. 

Vohegeur regiment.—Private John H. Burgess, 
kilied; Jobn Wilson, company A, slightly wounded; 
David Ricketts, company F, do. 

Mounted rifles.— Private Cornwell, 24 dragoons 
altaehed to mounted rifle detachinent, private Smith) 
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company H, killed. Privates Blair, company D, 
Cempbeil, company B, wounded. 

Company D, 3d dragoons.—Eli Stewart, wounded. 

Quartermaster’s department.—A. B. Duncan, 
Wm. Waddell, slightly wounded; Wm. Johnson, se- 
verelys. 

Gusdalupe.—Wm. Patterson, company E, 2d ar- 
tillery, severely wounded; Josiah Blair, mounted 
rifles, do; Samuel Houpt. Wm. Schultz, slightly. 

Genera! hospital. —J. P. Hardy, company G, vol- 
tigeurs, John H. Rowney, company K, 2d artillery, 

T. Russell, 2d regiment light dragoons, severely 
wounded. 

Field ard staff.— Mr. A. Wenrgierski, secretary to 
Gov. Chilis, severely wounded. 

Dr. Bunting’s hospital.—Sergeant William Deal. 
John Biers, 24 Pennsylvania volunteers, and Wm 
Curry, 24 a:titlery, severely wounded. Sergeant 
Diel’s conduct is highly spoken of by Dr. Bunting. 
“All the invalids of the hospital capable of firing a 
musket did good service from the roof of the building. 

Spy company.—Officer John Mose,wounded; since 
killed. J. Gordero, two brothers Dominguez and 
Jose Servezo, wounded. 

Servant to Col. Childs. —Daniel Sims, wounded. 

In the battle of Atlixco the enemy are said to 
have ltett two hundred dead on the road. The Flag 
gives the foilow ing as our loss: 

Wout ed—Bernard Rork, mortally, [since dead;] 
Mattias Rautier, shghtiy; Josish Corwin, severely. 
All three men were attached to or serving with Capt. 
Ford’s company (D) 3d dragoons. 





Prociramation or Cou. Cuizps, Military Gover- 
nor of Puebla, after the evacuation of that place by 
the guerrillas: 

Office of the Civil and Military Governor. 

Procramation. O:der having been restored in 
the city of Puebla, and a force put at the disposal of 
the chicf of police, it is fondly hoped that no fur- 
ther acts of violence will occur. 

The undersigned, in connection with his excellen- 
cy the Prefect of Puebla, will use his best exertions 
to maintain the peace and quiet of the city. 

The citizens are earnestly requested to open their 
stores and shops, under the positive assurance that 
they shall be protected; and uny who feel it neces- 
sary can apply to the police office, and a sentinel 
will be sent to their piace of business, and every 
u.eans taken to protect them. 

Officers of the army are respectfully requested to 
assist in securing any person guilty of improper con 
duct that may come under their potice in passing 
through the streets. 

THOMAS CHILDS, Col. U.S. A., 
Civil and Military Governor. 
ALPHONSO DE WENGIERSKI, secretary. 


SIEGE OF PUEBLA—OFFICIAL ACCOUNT. 


REPORT OF COLONEL CHILDS. 
Headquarters military depariment of Puebla, 
Puebla, October 13, 1847. 

Sir: ] have the honor to report, that, after twenty- 
eight days’ close investment, the enemy yesterday 
raised the siege, and left Atlixco. 

J will avail my-elf of this opportunity to submit 
to the general in chief a brief account of the ope- 
rations of the troops at this point, from the period 
of my assuming command to the termination of the 
siege, and ‘he arrival of Brigadier General Lane 
with reinforcements. 

On entering upon duties as civil and military go 
vernor, | fonnd myself in command of Capt. Furu’s 
company of cavairy, 46 strong; Cupts. Kendrick’s 
and Miller’s companies oi artillery, numbering 100; 
together with six companies of the first Pennsyiva- 
nia volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. Black— 
his total effective strength being 247—and hospitals 
filied with 1,800 sick. 

With this command, San Jose, the grand depot in 
the city, Loreto, and Guadalupe, were to be garri- 
suned, and held against the combined efforts of the 
military and populace. 

The isolated position selected for the hospitals 
compelled me to remove them within the protection 
of San Jose, on the first demonstration of hostility. 
This was not long in exhibiting aself, when | put 
mysell, with such means os | had at my disposal, in 
the best pessible state for defence, confining my ef- 
forts to the squares immediately around San Jose; 
and from these pomts the enemy, during the entire 


ed in cutting off, at once, every kind of supply, and 
vainly attempted to change the current of the stream 
of water, that we might become a more easy prey. 
The night, however, balers the cattle and sheep dis- 
appeared from the vicinity, two well directed parties 
obtain ed 30 of the former and 400 of the latter. 
The various points to be defended for the preser- 
vation of San Jose, on which the safety of the other 
posts depended, demanded the untiring vigilanee of 
every cfficer and man. 

The enemy augmentea in numbers daily, and daily 

the firing was increased; und finally, on the 22d of 
September, General Santa Anna arrived with large 
reinforcements from Mexico, much to the delight of 
the besiegers, on which occasion a general ringing 
of bells took place, and was only stopped—as it hac 
been several times before—by a discharge of shells 
and round shot from Loreto into the heart of the 
cily. 
On the 25th of September General Santa Anna 
uemanded my surrender. A copy of his demand to. 
rae with the reply, are herewith enclosed, mark. 
ed A. 

] here beg to pay a passing tribute to my gallant 
troops. So soon as 1 had despatched my answer, 1 
supposed not a moment would be lost by the general, 
who was to attack me at all points with his 8,000 
troops. I rode to the different posts, and announced 
to the troops the demand, the force with which it 
was backed, and my reply. Their response convinc- 
ed me that all was safe; that a hard and bloody bat- 
tle must be fought ere the great captain of Mexico 
could overcome my little band. 

The point of attack was San Jose, commanded by 
Lieut. Col. Black, with Captain Ford’s company of 
cavalry, and Capt Miller’s company of 4th ertillery, 
aud four companies of his own regiment, and one 
hospital, the guard of which was in command of 
Capt. Rowe, of the 9th regiment of infantry. 

The duty required of this com.uand.as I have 
before observed, in consequence of the various points 
to be defended, demanded an untiring effort op the 
part of every officer and soldier. A shower of bul- 
lets was constantly poured from the streets, the bal- 
coniet, the house tops, and churches, upon their de- 
voted heads. 

Never did troops endure more fatigue by watching 
night after night, for more than thirty successive 
nights, nor exhibit more patience, spirit, and gallan- 
iry. Nota post of danger could present itself, but 
the gallant fellows were ready to fill it. Nota sen- 
tinel could be shot, but another was anxious and 
ready to take his place. Officers and soldiers vied 
with each other to be honored martyrs in their coun- 
try’s cause. This is the general character of the 
troops | had the honor to command, and J] was con 
fideut the crown of victury would perch upon their 
standard when the last great effort should be made. 
Their bold and determined front deprived them of 
what they anxiously desired. 

Ov the 30th ult. Gen. Santa Anna had established 
his batiery bearing upon San Jose, and opened with 
much spirit. Having anticipated this movement, 1 had 
thrown up @ traverse on the plaza, and withdrawn 
a 12-pouncer from Loreto, by which means | was 
enabled to answer his shot. ‘Towards night his bat- 
tery ceased, and on the next morning was withdrawn, 
together with from 3,000 to 4,000 of the besieging 
force, io meet the reinforcements then daily expect- 
ed at Pinal. 

On the 2d inst. I availed myself of some reduction 
of the evemy’s numbers to meke a sortie against 
certain barricades and buildings, whose fire had 
become very annoying. Qdne of the expeditious was 
coufived to Captai.. Smail, of the Ist Pennsylvania 
volunteers. Passing through the walls of au entire 
square with fifty men, he gained a po-ition opposite 
the barricade, and druve the enemy with great loss, 
they leaving seventeen dead on the grouod. The 
barricade, consisting of 150 bales ef cutton, was 
covsumed. In this affair, Capt. Small and his com- 
mand behaved with great gallantry, and for twenty 
four hours were unceasing in their labors in accum- 
phishing the object; when 1 sent Lieut. Laidley, of 
the orduance corps, to biow up a pru.wsinent building, 
which was dove by that excelient officer in good 
style; when the entire parly was withdrawn, with 
few wounded. 


At the same time Lieut. Morgan, of the 14th re- 
giment, with a@ detachment of marines, and Lieut. 





siege, were not able to force in (but fur a single 
moment) a sentinel. 

No open acts of hostility, other than the murder 
ing of stragg!ing soldiers, occurred until the night of 
the 13th of September, when a fire was opened trum 
some of the street>. On the nightof the 14th it re 
cou menced, and trom every street, with wu vielence 
tha: knew of po Cessaliun lor twenty tight days ave 


Merrifield, of the 15th regiment, with a detachment 
vi rifles, allempted to gain possegsion of certain 
buildings from which we were receiving a most gal- 
ing fire. Lieut. errifield entered the building.— 
Lieut. Morgan was not so fortunate. The enemy 
veing preseut in great force, I directed him to fall 
back, with tue loss of one wan kitled. On the 5th 
inst. Capt. Herron was detached with bis company 





nights. 


The enemy with their numerous cavalry, succeed- |emy had been enfilading the plsza. This 


a 
et . 


ifietienss ——_ 


. he did ig 
a very handsome manner, and to my entire Satisf 
tion, with only a few men wounded. eit 
Other minor acts of gallantry and good eon 
were exhibited by officers and men at San Jose. and 
a pom g one or two successful sorties Were 
mode upon the enemy, when engaged in their a.: 
Ree San Jose. . ap sag Gaily 
From Lieut. Col. Black, the immediate commay 
der of San Jose, and his officers, | have received the 
most cordial support. Col. Black for more than 
thirty days was untiring in his efforts and zeal fo, 
the safety of that point. Officers and men were at 
their posts night and day, without regarding the 
pelting storm; and ] cannot say too much in Praise 
of the gallant colonel, his officers and men, before 
and during the siege. 
Lieut. Laidley, of the ordnance corps, command. 
ed the 12-pounder, the mountain howitzer, and four 
rocket batteries at the barricade, and there stationed 
himself night after night; and, as often as the bat. 
teries were opened, it was with effect. Capt. Forg 
commanding the cavairy, although no opportunity 
occurred, in consequence of the limited number of 
Lis troops, to engage the enemy, was at all times 
ready. Capt. Miller, of the 4th artillery, was par. 
ticularly successful in managing the 12-pounder ig 
one of the general attacks, and showed himself y 
good officer and skilful artillerist. 
Major Gwynn, commanding Loreto, although not 
attacked, was vigilant, and bis command was of 
great assistance to me. Several detachments from 
his post occupied exposed points, and received hea. 
vy fires from the enemy—especialiy detachments 
under Lieuts. Carrol] and Moore, who for forty eight 
hours stood their guard, and were of essential serviee 
to me. 


l cannot speak too highly of Capt. Kendrick and his 
management of his batteries. His shells and shot 
fell beautifully upon houses and churches, where the 
enemy were in great numbers. Wherever his shot 
took effect the fring soon ceased. The limited num: 
ber of these missiles compelled us to use them with 
great caution. I] am much, very much, indebted to 
Capt. Kendrick for his vigilance and exertions be. 
fore and during the siege. 1 will take this occasion 
to mention Sergeant Owell, of company B 2d artil- 
lery, asa most skilful aridlerist. 1 never saw shot 
thrown with more accuracy than from his gun. 

1 teke great pleasure in speaking of Capt. More 
head, commanding Guadalupe. The place and de- 
fences were in a most dilapidated condition. Capt. 
Morehead, with bas command, succeeded in placing 
himself in a perfect state of defence, by great and 
constant labor. The enemy several times left lia, 
but, finding him always on the alert, made no serious 
attack. By sorties upon the enemy, when attacking 
San Jose, be was of essential service to us, snd kill: 
ed many of them. I consider him an excellent and 
gallant officer. Lieut. Edwards, 2d artillery, it 
charge of the mountain howitzer, threw his shells wilh 
greal accuracy, and commanded a successful sortie. 

To Captain Rowe, of the 9th infantry, who com 
manded the guard of one of the hospitals, (a cot 
Stant point of atlack, both day and nighi,) [ sm 
greatly indebted for his able defence of that positiod, 
and his gallant bearing before the enemy. 

To Surgeon Mills, chiet of the medical depart. 
ment,and to his assistants, great praise is due for 
their unwearied and laborious services. Left will 
1,800 sick, and limited supplies, with but six assist 
apis, their utmost exertions were necessary (0 ad: 
minister timely remedies to so many patients. Theit 
aliention to the wounded deserves my notice? 
thanks. These gentlemen were not only occup 
in their professional duties, but the want of officert 
and men compelled me to make large requisitial 
for the defence of the hospitals on surgeons and 
vahids, and they were nightly ov guard marsballilg 
their men upon the roots and other points. To hem 
J am greatly indebted. ¢ 

Capt. Webster, A. Q. M., and Lieut. Rhett, A 
S., rendered valuable services in defending on 
premises with mea in their employ; and with men! 
the quartermasier’s department | was eno) 
occupy a position that was all-important, am © 
which | had neither officers nor soldiers to in 
Messrs. Spencer and Brown were particularly 4 
and of good service. ! 

I should be unjust to myself, and the spy com 
under Capt. Pedro Arria, if I did not call the # 
tion of the general in chief to their invaluab ei 
vices. From them | received the most accuf? 
formation vf the movements of the enemy, 2? 
designs of the citizens; through them I was oi 
io upprehend several officers and cltinest © : 
nightly meetings to consummate their plans Nao! 
ing the populace. ‘I he spy company fought Be \et 
and are now 80 compromised, thal they wus 


duet 





0 take pOsececion O1 @ Duliding, from which the en- 
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gee ns, 

ve now only to speak of my A. A.A. General, 

nWaelder, of the Ist Pennsylvania volunteers, 

fr. my secretary, Mr. Wengierski. The gallant 

- yf seth, Wrualdor upon the enemy, although 
rash, © 


xhibits him as an officer not to be intimidated 


having daily to carry orders through the 

est of the fire. I take great pleasure in recom- 
pore * him to the favorable notice of the general 
iD bg Wengierski, secretary and translator, I 

much indebted for invaluable services. Mr. W., 
a addition to his appropriate duties, conducted the 
se rations of the spy company, and through his sug- 
ori tions and active exertions, I received much valu- 
ble information, and many successful expeditions of 
, ies into the city were made. Mr. W. commanded 
the detachment on the roof of my quarters, and was 
the first man wounded. From his efforts, his wound 
roved severe and painful; still he performed hie va- 
rious duties night and day, and is worthy of my ap- 
on. 

pen that the health of Capt. De Hart, lieuten- 
ant governor, prevented him from taking an active 
art in the stirring scenes I have related, and in 
which he was so anxious to participate. Until con- 
fined to his quarters by sickness, he was of great 
assistance to me in directing the defences of Gua- 
dalupe, and heading a command in the city to dis- 

rse the populace. 

I herewith enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded, together with the sub reports. 

Respectfully submitted, 
‘THOMAS CHILDS, 
Col. U. S. A., civil and military governor. 

To Capt. H. L. Scorr, A A.A. G., 
Headquarters of the army in Mexico. 





Deata oF Carr. Uronaveu.— We learn that Captain 
Bronaugh, furmerly ot the Baltimore battalion, was re- 
cently killed near Puebla, where be had been acting as 

tmaster. It appears that, befure the seize of that 
place, 26 of them wenton aa expedition to retake a 
number of inules that had been captured by Mexicans. 
Soon after starting they were surrounded by a large bo. 
dy of lancers, and almost annihilated. Ten were kiiled 
on the sput, two er three severely wounded, and a tew 
taken prisoners. A son of Captain Nones, of the U. 3. 
revenue service, commanded the parly, and was se- 
verely wounded, but has since recovered. 

(Balt. Clipper. 


CieveLanp — Pepulation—The aggregate population 
of the city of Cleveland has just been annouwneed by the 
census takers. Jt is put ai 12,769, being an increase in 
‘The number of children be- 
‘The follow- 
ing other facts appear: ‘I'his population is composed of 
1,129 natives of England, 873 of Ireland, 129 of Scot- 


he aggregate population of Cleveland at different peri- 
dds has been as full»ws—In 1331, 1,100; in 1832, 1,500; 
n 1833, 1.900; in 1834, 3.300; in 1835, 5,080; in 1840, 
071; in 1845, 9,573; in 1846, 10,135; in 1847, 12,769. 


ANOTHER NEW PLANET.—Another member belonging 
> the family of Astervids, between Mars and Jupiter, 
discovered at Mr. Bishop's observatory, London. 
bn the night of October 18. This makes the eighth 
nown Asteroid aud the fifth new planet that has been 
iscovered within the last two years. 


‘Tas Cuotera ~In our paper of October Sth, we an- 
bunced that the chulera had reached Europe. It has 
mitted fearful ravages on both sides of the Black 
ea, and for s»me days has raged at Odessa. I South- 
Russia the population of whole villages have been 
early swept away. Cases have been observed at Oyel, 
vula,and inthe village of Pensa, which is situated 
ly 50 leagues from Muuscow, and where four peasanis 
ave been attacked. In the province of Astracan, 
hich con:ains 31,300 inbabiants there have been 5915 
*8, and 3131 deaths. ‘The epidemic reigns with great 
lensily at ‘T'echarno Jarsk and its environs. At Sara- 
¥, capital of the province of the same name, 2500 
Tsons nave been attacked, and 1991 died. In the 
buntry of the Don Cossacks there have been 13,651 
yee Of which 7017 have proved fatal. At Charkow 
Persons have died of the disease; and at Kursk there 
on 1 on the 16th of September, 580 sick. At Woronish 
Y Containing upwaras of 4400 inhabitants, the chol- 
ya ppeared on the 4th of Sep ewber, and eince there 
® been 20 cases per day, and 150 deatiis. 
on the 16th there were in the huspital 1049 cholera 
a of whom 418 had been attacked the same day; 
~Aercomeeal of deaths on that day had been 152. With- 
oe ae Georgia, Caucasus, and the country of the 
“on 8 ot the Black Sea, it already reigns in sixieen 
= Ne page On the 17th October 1 broke out at War 
, Meare the 30th at Muscow. Only one case has 
it had 'o Austria, and one in Prussia. Up tu the 29:h 
eh het visited Constantinopie. ‘The Ailgemeine 
i the 27th October says—“The cholera is ad- 
® from the east to the west; but as yet it has not 
a more westerly point than Kertsch, on the sea 


Awff. ‘The winter will i d 
ban t will impe ' 
Re the direction it has tal a Seen Om ant 








rs. His duties have been arduous and dan- 


direful, justly stands fure-wost and in front 


ence, humble submission and resignation. 
duration $s not long, and their ravages are limited. 


ourselves. 


our view. 


SPEECH OF MR. CLAY, 
AT THE MASS MEETING IN LEXINGTON, EY., OW 
Saturday November 13, 1847. 





From the Tezington Observer. 


After the organization of the meeting, Mr. Cray 


rose and addressed it substantially as follows: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Toe day is dark and gloomy, unsettled and uncer- 


the unnatural war with Mexico. 


existence, of our Union. 


before you. No ordinary occasion would have drawn 
me from the retiremen: in which I live; but, whilst 
a single pulsation of the human heart remains, it 


one’s country And I have hoped that, although I 
am a private and humble citizen, an expression of the 
views and opinions | entertain, might form some 
little addition to the general stock of information, 
and afford a small assistance in delivering our coun- 
try from the perils and dangers which surround it. 

I have come here with no purpose to attempt to 
make a speech, or any ambitious oratorical display. 
| have brought with me nu rhetorical bouquets to 
throw into this assemblage. In the circle of the 
year autumn has come, and the season of flowers has 
passed away. In the progress of years, my spring 
time has gone by, and | too am in the autumn of life, 
and feel the frost of age. My desire and aim are to 
address you, earnestly, calmly, seriously, and plainly, 
upon the grave and momentous subjects which 
have brought us together. And 1 am most solicitous 
that net a solitary word may fall from me, offensive 
to any party ur person in the whole extent of the 
Union. 

War, pestilence, and famine, by the common con- 
sen! of mankind, are the three greatest calamities 
which can befal our species; and war, as the most 
Pesti- 
lence and famine, no doubt tor wise although inscru 
table purposes, are infhictious of Providence, to 
which it is our duty, therefore to bow with obedi- 
Their 


They bring indeed, great affliction whilst they last, 
but society soon recovers from their effect. War is 
the voluntary work of our own hands, and whatever 
reproaches it way ceserve should be directed to 
When it breaks out, its duration 1s inde- 
finite and unknown—ils vicissitudes are hidden from 
In the sacrifice of human life, and in its 
burtheus, it affects both belligereiut nations, and its 


sad effecis of mangled bodies, of death, and of deso- 


latioa, endure long after its thunders are hushed in 
peace. War, unhinges s ciety, disturbs its peacetul 


it begets a spirit of wild adventure and romantic en- 


terprise, and often disqualifies those who embark in 
it, after their returo from the bloody fields of battie, 
from engaging in the industrious and peaceful voca- 
tions of lite. 


We are informed by a statement which is appa- 


rently correct, that the number of our countrymen 
slain in this lamentabie Mexican war, although it 
hae yet been of only 18m nths existence, 1s equal to 
one half of the whole of the American loss during 
the seven years war of the revolution! 
ture to assert that the expenditure of treasure which 
it has occasioued, when it shall come to be fairly as- 
certasuned and tooted up will be found to be more 
than half of the pecuniary cost of the war of our fn- 
dependeuce. 


Aud b ven- 


And this is tne condition of the party 
whose arms have been every where and coustantly 


victurious. 


How did we unhappily get involved in this war?— 


it was predicted as tue consequence of the annexa- 
tion of Texas tothe United States. 
‘Texas, we should have no war. 
told that if that event should bappen, war would en- 
sue. 
and Mexico bad nut been terminated vy a tresty of 
peace; thai Mexico stil claimed /'exas as a revuil- 
ed province; and that, if we received I'exas im our 
Union, we tuok alupg with her, the war existing be- 
tween her and Mexicu. 
co lurmally agnounced to the government at Wasp 

ington, that his nation would consider the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States as producing a 
state of war. 
liZans of 


if we had not 
The people were 


they were toid thatthe war between Texas 


And the miuister of Mexi- 


But ali this was deaied oy the par- 
anuckxsliogn. They insisied we shuuld 





{Wilmer & Smith's European Times. | 


have po War, sndeveo imputed io thuse who iore- 


tain like the condition of our country, in regard to 
The public mind 
is agitated and anxious, and is filled with serious ap- 
prehensions as to its indefinite continuance, and 6s- 
pecially as to the consequences which its termination 
may bring forth, menacing the harmony, if not the 


It is under these circumstances, | present myself 


should if necessary, be dedicated to the services of 


told it, sinister motives for their groundiess predic- 
tion. ° 

But, notwithstanding a state of virtual war necese 
sarily resulted from the fact of annexation of one of 
the belligerents to the United States, actual hostili- 
ties might have been probably averted by prudence 

moderation, and wise statesmanship. If General 
Taylor had been permitted to re:nain, where his owa 
good sense prompted him to believe he ought to re- 
main, at the point of Corpus Christi; and if a nezu- 
liation had been “pened with Mexico, in a true 
spirit of amity and conciliation, war possibly might 
have been prevented. But, instead of tins pacific 
and moderate course, whilst Mr. Slidell was bend- 
ing his way to Mexico, with his diplomatic cred-:n- 
tials, Gen. Taylor was ordered to transport his can- 

non, and to plant them, in a warlike attitude, oppo- 
site to Matamoros, on the east bank of the Rio Bra- 
vo, within the very disputed territory, the adjust- 
ment of which was to be the object of Mr. Slideils 
mission. What else could have transpired but a 
conflict of arms? 

Thus the war commenced, and the president, after 
having produced it, appealed to congress. A-bill 
was proposed to raise 50,000 volunteers, and in order 
to commit all who should vote for it,a preamble 
was inserted falsely attributing the commencement 
of the war tothe actof Mexico. I have no doubut 
of the patriotic motives of thcse who, after strug- 
gling to divest the bill of that flagrant error, found 
themselves constrained to vote for it. But I must say 
that po earthly consideration would have ever tempt- 
ed or provoked me to vote for a bill, with a palpable 
falsehoud stainped on its face. Almost idolizing 
truth, as 1 dv, | uever, never, could bave voted for 
that ball. 

The exceptionable conduct of the federal party, 
during the last British war, has excited an influence 
in the prosecution of the present war, and prevented 
a just discrimination between the two wars. That 
was a war of national delence, required for the vin- 
dication of the palional rights aud honor, and de- 
manded by the indignant voice of the peuple. Pre- 
sident Madison himself, 1 know, at first reluctantly 
and with great douot and hesitation, brought himself 
to the cunyviction that it ought to be deciared. A 
leading, aud perhaps the most influential member of 
his cabmet, (Mr. Gallatin,) was, up to the tine of 
its declaration, opposed to it. But nothing could 
withstand the irresistible force of public seutsment. 
lt was a just war, and its great object, as announced 
at the time, was, “Free Trade and Sailors Rights,” 
against the intolerable aod oppressive acts of British 
power onthe ocean. The justice of the war, far 
irom veing dented or contruverted, was admitted by 
ine federal party, which only questioned it on consi- 
derations of policy. 

Bemg dentverately and constitutionally declared, 
it .as, | think, their duty to have given to it their 
hearty co-operation. But the mass of them did not. 





and regular industry, and scaliers p»isunous seeds oi | 
disease and murtality, which continue to germinate 
and diffuse their baneful influence long aiter it has 
ceased. Dazzling by its glitter, pomp and pageantry, 


aggression. 
sides, ber casties and her altars, not we, 
different also is (he conduct of the whig party of the 
present day from that of the major part of the fede- 
ral party during the war of 1812! Far from inter- 
posing any ovstacles to the prosecution of the war, 





[hey continued tv oppose aud thwart it, to discour- 
age joaus and enlistuscats, lu deny the power of the 


geveral government lo wacch the militia beyond our 


inmits, aad to bold a Hartiord Convention, which, 


| whatever were ils real ovjects, bore the aspect of 
secking a dissulution of tue Union itself. 
just aud justly lost tue public confidence. But has 
not an apprehension ot a similar fate, in a state of 
a case widely dillerent, repressed a feariess expres- 
sion of their real sentimeuts iu some of our public 


They 


meu 
How totally variant is the present war? This is no 
war of defence, but one unnecessary and of offensive 


lt is Mexico that is defending her fire- 
And how 


if the whigs in otfice are reproachable at all, it is 


fur having lent tuo ready @ facility to it, without 
careful examination into the objects of the war.— 
And, out of office, who have rusned to the prosecu- 


on of the war with more ardur and alacrity than 


the whigs? Whose hearts have bled more freely 


than those of the whigs? Who have more occasion 
lo mourn the loss of sons, tusbands, brothers, fa- 
thers, than whig parents, whig wives, and whig bro- 


| thers, in tuis deadly and unprofitable strife? 


But the havoc of war is in progress, aud the no 
less deplorable havoc of an inhuspiiable and pesti- 
lential cliuate. Without indulging im an unneces- 
sary retrospect and useless reproaches oo the past, 
aii hearts and heads should unite in the patriotic en- 
deavur to uring it to a satisfactory close. Is there 
nu way that this can be done? Must we blindly con- 
tinue the cuntlict, without any visible object, or any 
prospect of a definite termiaation? This 1s the tm- 
portant subject upou whicn | desire to consult and 
io commune with you. Who, in tos free govern- 
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ment, is to decide upon the objects of s war, at its | 
commencement, or at any time during its existence? 
Does the power belong to the nation, in the collec- 
tive wisdom of the nation in congress assembled, or 
ia it vested solely in-a single functionary of the go- 
vernment? 

A declaration of war is the highiest and most aw- 
fal exercise of sovereignty. The convention, which 
framed our federal constitution; had learned from 
the, pages of history that it had been often and great- 
ly abused. It had. seen that war had often been 
commenced upon the most trifling pretexts; that it 
had been frequently waged to establish or exclude 
a-dynasty; to snatch a crown from the head of one 
potentate and place it upon the head of another; 
that:it had often been prostcuted ‘to promote alien 
and other interests than those of the nation whose 
chief had proclaimed it, as in the case of Eng 
lish wars for Hanoverian interests; and, in stort, 
that such a vast and tremendous power ought not 
to be confided to the perilous exercise of one single 
man. The convention, therefore, resolved to guard 
the war making power against those great abuses, of 
which, in the hands of a monarch, it was so suscep- 
tib!s. . 

And the security against those abuses which its 
wisdom devised, was to vest the war making power 
in the congress of the United States, being the im- 
mediate representatives of the people and the states 


Soapprehensive and jealous was the convention of 


its abuse in any other hands, that it interdicted the 
exercise of the power to any state in the Union, with- 
out the consent.of congress. 
system of government, is the sole depository of that 
tremendous power. 


The constitution provides that congress shall have 
power to declare war, grant letters of marque and 


reprisal, to raise and support armies, to provide and 


maintain a navy, and to make rules for the govern- 
Thus we per- 
ceive that the principal power, in regard to war, 
with all its auxiliary attendants, is granted to con- 
Whenever called upon to determine upon the 
solemn question of peace or war, congress must con- 


ment of the land and naval forces. 
gress. 


sider and deliberate and decide upon the motives 
objects, and causes of the war. 


shall be further prosecuted. 


against the abuses and ambition of a single indivi 
dual. 


Either congress or the president, must have the 
right of determining upon the objects for which a 
There is no other alterna- 


war shall be prosecuted. 
tive. If the president possess it and prosecute i 


for objects against the will of congress, where is the 


différence between our free government and that o 


any other nation which may be governed by an abso- 


lute Czar, Emperor, or King. 


Congress may omit, as it has omitted in the pre- 


sent war, to procleim the object for which it wa 


commenced or has been since prosecuted, and in 
cases of such omission the president, being charged 
with the employment and direction of the national 
force, is necessarily, left to his own judgment to 
decide upon the objects, to the attainment of which 


that force shall be applied. But, whenever congres 


shall think proper to declare, by some authentic 


act, for what purposes a war shall be commenced o 


continued, it is the duty of the presidentto apply 


the national force to the attainment of those pur 
es. In the instance of the last war with Grea 


‘tain, the act of congress by which it was declar- 
* ote poubeded by a mmestage of President Madison 
enumerating the wrongs and injuries of which we 
complawed against Gieat Britain. That message 
therefore, and without it the well known objecis o1 
the war, which was a war purely of defence, rendeied 
jt-upneceesary that congress should particularize, 1p 


the act, the specific objects for which it was pro 


claimed, ‘The whole world knew that it was a war | quered. 


waged for free trade and sailors’ rights. 


it may be argued that the president and senate 


ssess the treaty making power, without any ex 


press limitation as to its exercise; that the natural 
and ordinary termination of a war is by a treaty of 
peace; and therefore, that the president and senate 


must possess the power to decide what stipulation 
and conditions shall enter intosuch a treaty. Buti 


is not more true that the president and senate possess 
the treaty making power, “iihout limitationy than 


Congress, then, in our 


And, if a war be 
commenced without any previous declaration of its 
objects, as in the case of the existing war with 
Mexico, congress must necessarily possess the au- 
thority, at any time, to declare for what purposes it 
If we suppose con- 
gress does not possess the controlling authority at- 
tributed to it; if it be contended that a war having 
been once commenced, the president of the United 
States may direct it to the accomplishment of any 
objects he pleases, without consulting and without 
any regard to the will, of congress; the convention 
will have utterly failed in guarding the nation 


that congress possesses the war making power, with- 
out restriction. These two powers then ought to be 
so interpreted.as.to reconcile the one with the other; 
and, in expounding the constitution, we ought to 
keep constantly in view the nature and structure of 
our free government, and especially the great object 
of the convention in taking the-war making power 
out of the. hands of a single manand placing it in 
the safer custody of the representatives of the whole 
nation. The desirable reconciliation between the 
two powers is effected by attributing to congress the 
right to declare what shall be. the objects of a war, 
and to the president the duty of endeavoring to obtain 
those objects by the direction of the: national force 
and by diplomacy. 
I am broaching nu new and speculative theory. — 
The statute book of the United States is full of ex- 
amples of prior declarations. by congress of the 
objects to be attained by negotiations with foreign 
powers, jand the archives of the. executive depart- 
ment furnish abundant evidence of the .accomplish- 
mdnt of those objects, or the attempt to accomplish 
them, by subsequent negotiations. 
Pricr to the declaration of the last war against 
Great Britain, in.all the restrictive measures which 
congress adopted, against the two great belligerent 
powers of Europe, clauses were inserted in the 
several acts establishing them, tendering to both or 
either of the belligerents the abolition of those re- 
strictions if they would repeal their hostile Berlin 
and Milan decrees and orders in council, operating 
against our commerce and navigation. And these 
acts of congress were invariably communicated, 
through the execulive, by diplomatic notes to 
France and Great Bri'ain, as the basis upon which 
it was proposed to restore friendly intercourse with 
them. So, afler ihe t rmination of the war, various 
acts of congress were passed, from time to time, 
offering to foreign pcwers the principle of reciprocity 
inthe commerce and navigation of the U. Swmtes 
with them. Out of these acts have sprung a class, 
and a large class, of treaties, (four or five of which 
were negotiated, whilst | was in the department of 
state,) commonly called reciprocity treaties con- 
,| cluded under all the presidents, from Mr. Madison 
to Mr. Van Buren, inciusive. And, with regard to 
commercial treaties, negotiated with the sanction of 
prior acts of congress, where they jcontained sither 
appropriations or were in conflict with unrepealed 
statutes, it has ever been held as the republican doc- 
trine, from Mr. Jay’s treaty down to the present time, 
that the passage of acts of congress was necessary 
tosecure the execution of those treaties. If ia the 
matter of foreign commerce, in rexpect to which 
the power vested in congress to regulate it and the 
treaty making power may be regarded as coneur- 
rent, congress can previously decide the objects to 
which negotiation shall be applied, how much strong- 
-| er is the case of war, the power to declare which 1s 
confided excltssively to congress? 
I conclude, therefore, Mr. President and fellow 
citizens, wilh entire confidence that congress has 
the rigit either at the beginning, or during the pro- 
t}secution of any war, to decide the objects and pur- 
poses for which it was proclaimed, or for which it 
{| ought to be continued. And I think itis the duty of 
cohgress, by some deiiberate and authentic act, to 
declare for what objects the present war shall be 
longer prosecuted. 1 suppose the president would 
s | HOt hesitate to regulate his conduct by the pronounc- 
ed will of congress, and to employ the force and the 
diplomatic power of the nation to execute that will. 
But, it the president should decline or refuse to do 
so, and, in contempt of the supreme authority of 
congress, should persevere in waging the war, for 
3{ other objects than those proclaimed by congress, 
then it would be the imperative duty of that pudy to 
, | Vindicate its authority by the most stringent and 
effectual and appropriate measures. Aud if, on the 
.| contrary, the evemy shoul: refuse to conclude a 
,| treaty, containing stipulations securing the objects 
designated by congress, 1t would become the duty 
of the whole government te prosecute the war, with 
all the national energy, until those objects were at- 
tained by a treaty of peace. There can be no 
isuperabie difficulty in congress making such an 
autbuittauve decluration. Let it resuived, simply, 
that the war shall, or shall not, be a war ot cou- 
_| quest, and if a war of Conquest, what is to be con- 
Should a resolutiun pass, disclaiming the 
design of conquesl, peace would lullow 10 less than 


sixty days, if the president would conform to his 
cousistutional duty. 


Here, leilow-citizens, | might pause, having indi- 
cated a move by whicu the nation, through iis ac- 
crediied and legitimate representatives in congress, 
$/ can announce tor what purposes and objects this 
t} war shall be longer prosecuted, and can thus jel the 





whole people of the United States know for what 


sure further expended, instead of the know 
it being locked up and concealed in the 
one man. 


ed with its prosecution. 
to step here. 


however humble, to express an o 


and no more. 


less extent, to the United States? 


most direful and fatal. 


death. 


finally lost them all. 


hand of Brutus. 


Albion 


Helena. 


was reduced to submit. 


of many years. 


their country. 


man Provinces, by Proconsuls? 


dissevered or dissolved. 





end their diood is to be jurtier shed, and their trea- 


ledge of 
bosom of 


We should no longer perceive the object 
of the war varying, from time to time, accordin ts 
the changing opinions of the chief magistrate cher : 
But I do not think " 
Itis the privilege of the 
their primitive assemblies. and of every private may 

pinion in regard 
the purposes for which the war should be cont 
and such an expression will receive just as 
consideration and consequence as it is entit| 


it right 
People, In 


inued; 
much 
ed to, 


Shall this warbe prosecuted for the purpose of 
conquering and annexing’Mexico, in all its bound, 


I will not attribute to the president of the Unite 
States any such design; but | confess | have bec, 
shocked and alarmed by manifestations of it in ya. 
rious quarters. Of all the dangers and misfortune, 
which could befal this nation, 1 should regard tha 
of its becoming a warlike and conquering power the 
History tells the mournfy| 
tale of conquering nations and conquerors. [t, 
three most celebrated conquerors, in the civilized 
world, were Alexander, Cesar and Napoleon. The 
first, after overrunning a large portion of Asia, ang 
sighing and lamenting thal there were uo more 
worlds to subdue, met a premature and ignoble 
His lieutenants quarrelied and warred with 
each other, as to the spoils of his victories, ang 


Czar, after conquering Gaul, returned, with hig 
triumphant legions to Rome, passed the Rubicog, 
won the battle of Pharsalia, trampled upon the |i. 
berties of his country, and.expiced by the patriot 
But Rome ceased to be free. War 
and conquest had enervated and corrupted the masses, 
The spirit of true liberty was extinguished, and q 
long line of emperors succeeded, some of whom 
were the most execrable monsters that ever existed 
in human form. And that most extraordinary man, 
perhaps in all history, after subjugating ail conti. 
nental Europe, occupying almost all its capitals, 
seriously threatening, according to Mr. Thiers, proud 
itself, and decking the brows of variow 
members of his family, with crowns torn from the 
heads of other monarchs, lived tv behold his own 
dear France itself in the possession of his enemies,’ 
was.made hintself a wretched captive, and far re. 
moved from country, family, and friends, breathed 
his last on the distant and inhospitable rock of St. 
The Alpsand the Rhine had been claimed 
as the natural boundaries of France, but even these 
could not be secured in the treaties to which she 
Do you believe that the 
people of Macedon or Greece, of Rome, or of 
France, were benefitted, individually or collectively, 
by the triumphs of their great captains? Their sad 
lot was immense sacrifice of Jife, heavy and intole 
rable burdens, and the ultimate loss of libervy itself, 
That the power of the United States is competent 
to the conquest of Mxico is quite probable. But it 
could not be achived without trightful caruage, 
dreadful sacrifices of buman life, and the creation 
of an onerous national debt; nor could it be com 
pletely effected, in all probility, until after the lapse 
it wouid be necessary to occupy 
all its strongholds, to disarm its inhabitants, and 1 
keep them iu constant fear and subjection. To cot 
summate the work, 1 presume that standing armits, 
not Jess than a hundred thousand men, would be Nt 
cessary, to be kept perhaps always in the bosom ol 
These standing armies, revelling! 
a foreign land, and accustomed to trample upon le 
liberties of a foreign peop'e, at sume distant da); 
might be fit ana ready instruments, under the Jea! af 
some daring and unprivcipled chieftain, to return 0 
their country and prostrate the public liberly. 

Supposing the conquest to be once made, whall 
to be done’ with it? 1s it to be governed, like Bo 
Would it be col 
patible with the genius, character, and safety of 
iree insiitutious, to keep such a great counl) . 
Mexico, with a population of not less than mile 
millions, in a state.of constant subjection? 

Shall it be annexed to the United States? Dot 
any considerate man believe it possible that twos 
immense countries, witb territories of nearly 4% 
extevt, with populations so incongruous, 80 4! 
in race, in language, in religion and in Jaws, © 
be blended logether in one harmonious mass, 4 
happily governed by one commun authcrity? 
murs, discontent, insurrections, rebellion, would! 
evitavly ensue, until the incompatibie parts wo 
be brokeo asunder, and possiviy, in tue 
siruggie, our preeent glorious union itself woul 


ffered 
Mui 


fright! 


, ' | 
We ought not so forget the warning voice ae 
history, which teaches. the dilficuity of com! 
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ree that, cooker’ d 

lidating together, conquering and conquer- 
and SOD. fler the lapse of eight hundred years, 
juring Which the Moors held their conquest of 
Gpain, the indomitable courage, perseverance, and 

Peinecy of the Spanish race finally triumphed, 
ad expelled the African invaders from the Peninsu- 
ja, And even with our own time, the colossal pow- 
or of Napoleon, when at its loftiest height, was in- 
competent to subdue and subjugate the proud Cas- 
tilian. And here in our own neighborhood, Lower 
Canada, Which near one hundred years ago, after 
the conclusion of the seven years war, was ceded by 
France to Great Britain, remains a foreign land in 
the midat of the British provinces, foreign in feel- 
ings and attachment, and foreign in laws, language 
and religion. And what has been the fact with poor 
gallant, generous and oppressed freland? Centu- 
ries have passed since the overbearing Saxon over- 
ran and subjugated the Emerald Isle. 

Rivers of Irish blood have flowed, during the long 
and arduous contest. Insurrection and rebellion 
rave been the order of the day; and yet, up to this 
time, Ireland remains alien in feeting, affection and 
ympathy, toward the power which has so long borne 
her down. Every Irishman hates, with a mortal ha- 
tred, his Saxon oppressor. Although there are great 
territorial differences between the condition of Eng- 
jand and Ireland, as compared to that of the United 
States and Mexico, there are some points of striking 
resemblance between them. 

Both the Irish and the Mexteans are probably of 
he same Celtic race. Both the English and the 
mericans ate of the same Saxon origin. The Ca- 
olic religion predominates in both the former, the 
Protestant among both the latter. Religion has been 
he fruitfal cause of dissatisfaction and discontent 
tween the krish and the English nations. Is there 
yo reason to apprehend that it would become so be- 
ween the people of the United States and Mexico, 

they were united together? Why should we seek 
o interfere with them in their mode of worship of a 
mmon Saviour? We believe that they are wrong, 
specially in the exclusive character of their faith, 
nd that we are right. They think that they are 
ight and we are wrong. What other rule can there 
than to leave the followers of each religion to 
heir own solemn convictions. of conscientious duty 
owards God? Who but the great Arbiter of the 
hiverse, ean judge in such a question? For my own 
part, Isincerety believe and hope that those who 
slong to all the departments of the great church of 
svirist, if, in truth and purity, they conform to the 
octrines which they profess, will ultimately secure 
nabode in those regions of bliss, which all aim 
nally to reach. I[ think there is no potentate in Bu- 
pe, wha‘ever his religion may ve, more enlighten- 
vor at this moment so interesting as the liberal 
ead of the Papal See. 


But { suppose it te be impossible that those who 
vor, if there be any who favor the annexation of 
exico to the United States, can think thst it ought 
d be perpetualiy governed by military sway. Cer- 
inly no volary of human liberty could deem it right 
hata violation should be perpetrated of the great 
rinciples of our own revolution, according to which, 
W8 Ought not te be enacted and taxes ought not to 
¢ levied, Without representation on the partof those 
ho are to obey the one, and pay the other. Then, 
®Xico Is to participate in our councils and equally 
“are in our legislation and government. But, sup- 
ose she Would not volumtarily choose representatives 
the hullonal congress, is our soldiery to follow the 
€clors to the ballot box, and by force to compel 
om _ the point of the bayonet, to deposit their 
ols’ And how are the nine millions of Mexican 
he lo be represented in the congress of the U. 
0s - America and the congress of the United 
orb the Republic of Mexico combined? Is every 
one without regard to color or caste, per capi- 
sin a the elective franchise? How is the 
be Gs representation between the two re; ublics, 
am rrr Where is their seat of common govern- 
LitM established? And who can foresee or fore- 
the exico, voluntarily or by force, were to share 
Sovran g° ‘ernment what would be the con- 
Dpulatior to heror to us? Unprepared, as I fear her 
reromer yet is, for the practical enjoyment of self 
nd Teli oxi and of habits, customs, language, laws 
ould te 80 totally different from our own, we 
restos sent the revolting spectacle of a confused, 

We she and motiey government. 
in jn hee have a Mexican party, a Pacific Ocean 
S, whieh antic party, in additiou to the other par- 
" Witivine tae or with which we are threateued, 
thoses, @ sD execute its own particular views and 
' disap ‘a PN ppheseecens the others with thwarting 
on, in a nting them, ‘The Mexican representa— 
| tpehetrabhe &ss, would probably furm a separate and 
€ Scale of Corps, always ready to throw itself into 
aby other party, to advance and promote 
























































































































Mexican interests. Such a state of things could not 
longendure. Those, whom God and geography have 
pronounced should live asunder, could never bs per- 
manently and harmoniously united together. 

Do we want for our own happinessor greatness the 
addition of Mexico to the existing Union of our states? 
If our population was too dense for our territory, and 
there was a difficulty in obtaining honorably the means 
of subsistence, there might be some excuse for an at- 
tempt to enlarge our dominions. But we have no 
such apology. We have already, in our glorious 
country, a vast and almost boundless territory. Be- 
ginning at the north, in the frozen regions of the 
British provinces, it stretches thousands of miles 
along the coasts of the Atlantic ocean and the Mexi- 
can gulf, until it almost reaches the tropics. It ex- 
tends to the Pacific ocean, borders on those great 
inland seas, the lakes, which separate us from the 
possessions of Great Britain, and it embraces the 
great father of rivers, from its uppermost source to 
the Balize, and the still longer Missouri, from its 
mouth to the gorges of the Rocky Mountains. 

}t comprehends the greatest variety of the richest 
soils, capable of almost all the productions of the 
earth, except tea and coffee and the spices, and it 
includes every variety of climate, which the heart 
could wish or desire. We have more than ten thaou- 
sand millions of acres of waste and unsettled lands, 
enough for the subsistence of ten or twenty times our 
present population. Ought we not to be satisfied 
with such acountry? Ought we nol to be profoundly 
thankful to the Giver of all good things for such a 
vast and bountiful land? Is it not the height of in- 
gratitude to Him to seek by war and conquest, in- 
dulging in a spirit of rapacity, to acquire other lands, 
the homes and habitations of a large portion of his 
common children? If we pursue the object of such 
a conquest, besides mortgaging the revenue and re 
sources of this country for ages to come, in the form 
of an onerous national debt, we should have greatly to 
augment that debt, by an assumption of the sixty o1 
seventy mililons of the national debt of Mexico. For 
I take it that nothing is more certais than that, if we 
vbtain voluntarily or by conquest, a foreign pation, 
we acquire it with all the incumbranees attached tv 
it. In my humble opinion, we are now bound, in 
honor and morality, te pay the just debt of Texas.— 
And we should be equally bound by the same obli- 
gations, to pay the debt of Mexico if it were annexed 
to the United States. 

Of the possessions which appertaim to man, in his 
collective or individual condition, none should be 
preserved and cherished, with more sedulous and 
unremitting care than that of an unsullied charaeier. 
It is impossibie to estimate it too highly, in society, 
when attached to ao individual, nor can it be exag- 
gerated or too greatly magnified in anation. Those 
who lose or are indiff-rent to it become just objects 
of scorn and contempt. Of all theabominable trans- 
actions which sully the pages of history, none ex 
ceed in enormity that of the dismemberment and 
partutiop of Poland, by the three great continental 
powers—RKussia, Austria and Prussia. Ages may 
pass away, and centuries roll around, but as long as 
buman records endure ali mankind will unite in ex- 
ecraling the rapacious and detestable deed. That 
was accomplished by overwhelming force, and the 
unfortunate existence of fatal dissentions and divi- 
$.un8 10 the busom of Poland. Let us avoid affixing 
to our name and national characier a similar, if pot 
worse stigma. | am afraid that we do not now stand 
weil in the opinion of other parts of christendom.— 
Repudiation has brought upon us much reproach — 
All the nations, | apprehend, look upon ys in the 
prosecution of the present war, as being actuated 
vy a Spirit of rapacity and ap inordinate desire 
tur territorial aggrandizement. Let us pot forfeit 
allogether their good opinions. Let us command 
iheir applause by a noble exercise of forbearance and 
justice. In the elevated station which we hold, we 
can safely afford to practise the godlike virtues of 
moderation and magnanimity, Tne tong series ol 
glorious triumphs, achieved by our gallant comman. 
ders and their brave armies, unattended by a single 
reverse, justify us, without the least danger of tar- 
nishing the national honor, in disinierestedly holding 
out the olive branch of peace. 


We do not want the mines, the mountains, the m@ or- 
asses and the sterile lads uf Mexico. To ber the 
iuss of them would be humilitating, and be a perpet. 
ual source of regret aod wortification. To us they 
might prove a futal acquisition, producing distrac- 
tion, dissensivn, divisiod possibly disun:on. Let 
therefore the integrity of the national existence and 
national territory of Mexico remain undisturbed.— 
For one, | desire to see no part of her territory toro 
from her by war. Some of our people have placed 
their hearts upon the acquisition of the Bay of Sao 
Francisco in Upper Calitornias To us, as a great 
maritime power, it might prove to be, of advantage 


hereafter in respect,to our co nmercial and navigatix 
nterests. To Mexico which can never ode a great mar * 
itime power, it can never be of much aduantage.— 
[f we can obtain it by fair purchase with a just equiv- 
alent, I should be happy tosee it so acquired. As, 
whenever the war ceases, Mexico ought to be re- 
quired to pay the debts due to our citizens, perhaps an 
eqivalent fur that bay may be found in that debt, our 
govern nent assuming to pay to our citizens whatever 
portion of it may be applied to that object. But it 
should form no motive in the prosecution of the war, 
which I would not continue a solitary hour for the 
sake of that harbor. 

But what, it will be asked, shall we make peace 
without any indemnity for the expenses of the war? 
Ifthe published documents in relation to the late 
negotiations between Mr. Trist and the Mexican 
commissioners be true, and I have not seen them any 
where contradicted, the executive properly waived 
any demand of indemnity for the expenses of the 
war. And the rupture of that negotiation was pro~ 
duced, by our government insisting upon a session © 
trom Mexico, of the strip and mostly barren land 
between the Nueces and the Rio Bravo and and New 
Mexico, which Mexico refuse! to make. So that 
we are now fighting, if not for the conquest’of all 
Mexico as intimated in some quarters, for that nar- 
row strip, and for the barren province of New Mex- 
ico, with its few niserable mines. We boughtallithe 
province of Louisiana for fifteen millions of dollars, 
and it is, in my opinion, worth more than all Mexico 
together. We bought Florida, at five millions of 
dollars, and a hard bargain it was, since, besides that 
sum, we gave up the boundary of the Rio Bravo, to 
which | think we were entitled, as the western limit 
of the province of Louisiana, and were restricted tu 
that partofthe Sabine. And we are now, if not 
seeking the conquest of all Mexico, to continu: this 
war indefinitely for the inconsiderable ohjects to 
which I have just referred. 

But it will be repeated, are we to have no indem- 
nity for the expenses of the war? Mexico is utterly 
unable to make us any pecuniary indemnity, if the 
justice of the war on our part entitled us to demand 
it. Her country has been laid waste, her cities 
ourned or occupied by our troops, her means so ex- 
hausted that she is unable to pay even her ow’ ar- 
mies. And every day’s prosecution of the war, 
whilst it would augmeat the amount of our indemni- 
ty, would lessen the ability of Mexico to pay it. We 
have seen, however, that ihere is another forw in 
which we are to demanu indemnity. It 19 to be tere 
ritorial indemnity! I hope, for reasons already sta- 
ted, that that firebrand will not be brought into our 
country. 


Among the resolutions which it is my intention to 
present for your consideration at the conclusion of 
tunis adJress, One proposes, in your behalf and 
mine, to disavow, in the most positive manner, sny” 
desire, on our part, to acquire any foreign territory 
whatever for the purpose of introducing slavery 1..to 
it. Ido oot know that any citizen of the U. St.1eg 
entertains such a wish. But such a motive has often 
been imputed to the slave states, and [| therefore 
think it necessary to notice iton this occasion. My 
opinions on the subject of slavery are well known.— 
They have the merit, if it be one, of consistency 
aviformily and long duration. | have ever regarded 
slavery as a great evil,a wrong, for the present I fear 
an irredeemable reng to its unfortunate victims.— 
{ should rejoice if not a single slave breathed the air 
or was within the limits of our country. But here 
they are, to be dealt with as well as we can, with a 
due consideration of all circumstances affecting the 
security, safety and happiness of both races.. Every 
state has the supreme, uncontrolled and exclusive 
power to decide for itself whether slavery shall cease 
or comtinue within its limits, without any. exterior 
intervention from any quarter. In states where the 
slaves outnumber the whites, as is the case with 
several, the blacks could not be emancipated and 
invested with all the rights of freemen, without be- 
coming the governing race in those states. Collisi- 
ons and conflicts between the two races, would be 
inevitable, and after shocking scenes of rapine and 
carnage, the extinction or expulsion of the blacks 
would certaiuly take place. 

In the state of Kentucky, near fifty years ago, I 
ihought the proportion of slaves, in comparison with 
the whites, was so inconsiderable that we might 
safely adopt a system of gradual ewancipation that 
would ultimately eradicate this evifin our’ state.— 
Phat system was totally different from the immediate 
abolition of slavery for which the party of the aboli- 
tionists of the present day contend. Wheiher they 
have intended or not, it is my calm and deliberate 
belief, that they have done incalculable miscief even 
to the very cause which they espoused, to say paar 
of the discord which has been produced between d 





‘erent parts of the Union. Accurding to the system, 
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we attempted, near the close of the last eentury, all 
slaves in being were to remain such, but all who 
might be born subsequent to a apecified day were to 


become free at the age of twenty-eight, and during | 


their service were to be taught to read, write and | 
cypher. Thus, instead of bemg thrown upon the! 
community, ignorant and unprepared, as would be | 
the case by immesiate ema:cipation, they would 
have entered upon the possession of their freedom, 
capable, in some degree, of enjoying it. After a 
hard struggle the system sas deleated, and | regret 
ft extremely, as, if it had -been then adopted, our 
state would be now nearly rid of that reproach. 
Since that epoch, a scheme or unmixed henevo- 
Jence has sprung up, which, if it had existed ac that 
time, would have wbviated one of the greatest objec- 
tions, which was made to gradyal emancipation, 
which was the continuance of the emancipated slaves 
to abide among us. That scheme is the American 
colonization society. About twenty-eight years ago, 
a few individuals, myself among them, met together 
in the city of Washington, and laid the foundation 
of that society. I has gone on amidst extraordinary 
difficulties and trials, sustaining itself almost entirely 
by spontaneous and veluutary contributions, from 
individual benevolence, without scarcely any aid from 
ment. 
he colonies, planted under tts auspices, are now 
well established communities, with churches,schools, 
and other institutions appertaining to the civilized 
state. They have made successful war in repelling 
attacks and invasions by their barbarous and savage 
neighbors. They have made treaties, annexed ter- 
ritories to their dominion, and are blessed with a free 
representative government. I recently read a mes 
sage, from one of their governors lo their legislature, 
which, in point of composition, and in careful atten- 
tion to the public affairs of their republic, would 
compare advantageously with the messages of the 
governors of our own siates. | ain not very super- 
siitious, but | do solemnly believe that these colonies 
are blest with tbe smiles of Providence, and, if we 
may dare attempt penetrating the veil, by which he 
conceals his all-wise dispensativns from mortal eyes, 
that he designs that Africa shall be the refuge and 
the home of the descendants of ils sons and daughters, 
torn and dragged from their native land, by lawless 
violence. 


It is a philanthropic and consoling reflection that 
the-moral and physical condition of the African race 
in thé’ United States, even in a state of slavery, is far 
better than it would have been if their ancestors had 
never been brought from their native land. And if 
it should be the decree of the great Ruler of the 
universe that their descendants shal! be made instru- 
ments in his hands in the establishment of civilization 
and the christian religion throughout Africa, our re- 
grets op account of the orgivial wrong will be 
greatly mitigated. 


It may be argued that, in admitting the injustice of 
sla,very, I admit the necessity of an insisntaneous repa- 
ra‘ion of that injustice. Untortunately, however, it is 
not always safe, practicabie, ur pussible, in the great 
movements of staies and public atiairs of nations, to re- 
medy or repair the infliction of previous injustice. In 
the inception of it, we mnmay oppose and denuunce it, by 
our most strenuous exertions, but after iis consumma- 
tion, there is often no other alternative left us but 10 de- 
plore its perpetration, and to acquiesce as the only al- 
ternative, in its existence, as a jess evil than the fright 
ful coneequences which might ensue from the vain en- 
deavor to repair it. Siavery is oné of those unfortunate 
instances. ‘The evil of i: was inflicted upon us, by the 
parent country of Great Britain against all the eutrea- 
ties and remonstrances of the culunies. And here it is 


amongst and amidst us, and we must dispose of it as | 


best we can under al! the circumstances which eur- 
round us. It continued, by the importatation of slaves 
from Africa, in spite of colonial resistance, ‘or a period 
of more than a century and a halt, and it may require 
an equal or a longer lapse of time before our country is 
entirely rid of the evil. And in ihe meantime, modera- 
tion, prudence, and discretivn among ourselves, and the 
blessings of providence muy be all necessary to accom- 
plish our ultimate deliverance from it. Examples of 
similar infliction of irreparable national evil and injus- 
tice might be multiplied to an indefinite extent. The 
case of the annexation of Texas to the United States is 
a recent and an obvious one which, if it were wrong, it 
cannot now be repaired. ‘l'exas is now an integral part 
of our Union, with its own voluntary consent. Many 
of us opposed the annexation with honest zeal and most 
earnest exertions But whe would now think of perpe- 
trating the folly of casting Texas out of the confederacy 


under color of repairing original injastice? During the 
war of our revolution, millions of paper money were is- 
sued by our ancestors, as the only currency with which 
they could achieve our liberties and independence — 
Thousands and hundreds of thonsands of families were 
stripped of their homes and their all and brought to 
ruin, by giving credit and confidence to that epurious 
currency. Stern netessity has prevented the repara- 


engineers, and Lieut. McClellan, of the engines, 
proper, were sent in advance to reconnoitre, with 
view of placing our batteries. They were ie 
stopped by one of the enemy's pickets, and we, 
compelied to return, each having had his horse iy 
The rifle regiment, commanded by Major Loring 
was then ordered forward as skirmishers to clear the 
ground. This duty was performed handsomely and 





tion of that great national injustice, 

But { forbear, f will no longer trespass upon your pa- 
tience or further tax my own voice, impaired by a speec 
of more than three hours’ duration, which professional 
duty required me to make only a few days ago. If I 


and opinions [ entertain, I have shown— 

Ist. That the present war was brought about by the 
annexation of Texas and the subsequent order of the 
president, without the previous consentand au:hority of 
congress. 

2d. That the president, being unenlightened and un- 
instructed by any publi¢ declaration of congress, as to 
objects for which it ought to be prosecuted, in the ¢on- 
duct of it, is necessa: ily, left to his own sense of what the 
national inte‘est and honor may require. 

3d. That the whole war making power of the nation, 
as to mo‘ives, causes, and objects, ie confided by the 
constitution ‘0 the discretion and judgment of con- 
gress 

4th. That it is, therefore, the right of congress, at the 
commencement or during the progress of any war, to 
declare for what objects and purposes the war ought to 
be waged and prosecuted. 

Srh. That it is the right and duty of congress to an- 
nounce to the nation fur what objects the war shall be 
longer continued} that it isthe duty of the president, in 
the exercise of allhis official func:ions, to conform to 
and carry out this declared will of congress, by the ex- 
ercise, if necessary, of all the high power with which he 
is clothed and that, if he failor refuse to do so, it be- 
comea the imperative duty of congress to arrest the fur- 
ther progress of the war by the most effeciual means in 
i's power. 

Let congress announce to the nation the objects for 
which this war shall be further protracted, and public 
susperse and public inquietude will no longer remain — 
If it ig to be a war of conquest of all, or any part of 
Mexico, let the people know it, and they will be no lon- 
ger agitated by a dark and uncertain future. But al- 
though 1 might have forborne to express any opinion 
whatever as to purposes and objects for which the war 
should be continued, I have not thoug!:t proper to con- 
ceal my opinions, whether worth any thing or not, from 
the public examination. Accordingly I have stated 

6th. That it seems to me that itis the duty of our 
country as well on the score of moderation and magna- 
nimity, as with the view of avoiding discord and dis- 


annex to the United Siates, Mexicv or any part of it; 
and especially to disabuse the public mind in any quar- 
ter of the Union of the impression, if it any where exist. 
that a desire for conquest is cherished for the purpose «© 
propogaling or extending slavery. 

I have embodied, Mr. President and follow citizens, 
the sentiments and opinions which I have endeavored to 
explain and enfurce in a series of resolutions, which I 
beg now to submit to your consideration and judg- 
ment. 

After reading the resolutions and handing them to 
the secretary, Mr. Clay concluded by apologizing 
for the Jength of time which he had trespassed upon 
the meeting, and thanking the ladies and gentlemen 
most cordially, forthe honor done him by their at- 
tendance on that occasion, and the profound atten- 
tion with which they had iistened tu him. 

Note sy tHe Eviror.—-The speech was often in- 
terrupted by bursts of applause, and both at its com- 
mencement and conclusion, there was tremendous 
cheering. 
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REPORTS OF THE BATTLES OF CONTRE- 
RAS AND CHURUBUSCO, 

MADE TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 
REPORT OF GENERAL TWIGGS. 


Headquarters 2d Division Regulars. 
San Angel, near Mexico, August 23d, 1847. 


Sir: For the information of the general-in-chief 
of the United States army, I have the honor to make 
the following report of the operations of my division, 
and of those of other troops which came under my 
command on the 19th and 20th instant. 

Agreeably to instructions from Gen. Scott, | left 
my train of wagons at San Augustin on the morning 
of the 19th, and proceeded with my division to cross 
the mountain route previously reconnoitered by Cap 





and throwing her back upon her own independence, or 
into the arms of Mexico? Who would now divorce her 
from this Union? ‘lhe Creeks end the Cherokee Indi- 
ans were, by the must exceptionable means, driven 


from their country, and transporied beyond the Miseis- 


sippi river. Their lands have been fairly purchased and 


occupied by inhabitants of Georgia, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, and ‘l'ennessee. Whe would now conceive the 
flagrant injustice of expelling those inhabitants and 1e- | 
Storing the Indien country ‘o the Chervkees anu Creeke;' restion. Captaiv MleLellan, of the topographical 








tain Lee, of the engineers, and cover a working party 
| under the orders of Major Genera! Pillow. Having 


| proceeded about two miles, the enemy was discover- 
| ed in force at Contreras, where the trail intersects 
| one of the main roads to the city of Mexico, (and 

some nine miles from it,) distant one mile, in a natu- 


| rally strong position made still more so by breast- 


have been at all successful in the exposition of the views | 


content at home, to absiain from seeking to conquer and | 


works which commanded the approach in every di- 


with despatch. Having driven in the enemy's Dick. 


h ets, to within 300 yards of his works, Capt. Magry, 


der’s battery and the mountain howitzer and roeke, 
| battery, commanded by Lieut. Callender, of the or. 
nance, were placed in position by Capt. Lee, of ih, 
engineers. 

These batteries were placed at my disposal by {h, 
kindness of Major General Pillow, by whose magn. 
nimity (he being my senior present) | had the cop. 
trol of my reinforcements, and every facility frog 
his division, which I required. So svon as our bai. 
lteries were established, the enemy opened a mos 
destructive fire from several! of his large guns. The 
connonnading was kept up on both sides for severg| 
hours, until compelled by loss of officers, men, an; 
crippled pieces, our batteries were placed for the 
time under shelter. In this affair the very gallan 
and much lamented Lieut. J. P. Johnstone, of Mg. 
gruder’s battery, was mortally wounde!; and Licey, 
Gallender, of the howitger aud rocket battery, s& 
verely wounded. The coolness and determination 
evinced by the officers and men while under this hot 
fire, gave sure indication of thegresult of the coming 
conflict, when all my command would get in pos. 
tion. General Smith’s brigade was ordered to pro. 
ceed in the direction of our batteries and Riley's, by 
inclining to the right, to get a position, if possible, in 
the euemy’s rear. The route he was compelled 
lake was most difficull and tedious, passing over rol. 
canic rocks and crossing large fissures Darely narrow 
enough to permit the men to get over by leaping. — 
Accowpanied by Licut. Tower of the engineers, (his 
brigade finally reached the main road and got in po. 
sition in rear of the enemy, having driven before ita 
large body of lancers, who attempted to check ils 
progress. Having become separated by seven or 
eight huodred yards {rom auy reinforcement, a large 
budy of the enemy (ten ort.e ve thousand) was dis 
covered coming irom the direction of the city, aud 
| Closing on Riley’s rear. Atthe same time from the 
(field work at Contreras came out two or three thou- 
(sand men on the road which the briga e had crossed, 
‘entirely cutting off Riley’s from Sinith’s origade.— 
Notwithstanding the very great disparity in numbers 
iafavor of the enemy, this fine brigade kept i 
| ground, occasionally driving from its vicinity, wilh 





} 





f| loss, bodies of the enemy who had rashness enougl 





to approach wilhin musket range, 

During this stale of afluirs, Smith's brigade was 
ordered to furm a junction with Riley’s, while Geo. 
Pierce's brigade occupied the Jeit of the trail, and 
remained us a support to the batieries. Much cre 
ditas due to Col Ransom, by whose untiring extl 
tions and zeal the 9th and 42th infantry were placed 
iv position near the batteries late in the night of the 
}9:h. Late in the evening the two brigaves jowed 
near the road—Riley having manocuvred in tue [300 
of the enemy sv as to rejuin Sunith’s. Sill later 
Shields’s and Cad wallader’s brigades formed a Juice 
tion with my division, then under the imuedialé 
commend of General Sinith. 4 being unable trom’ 
lame fuol, to tollow the roule taken by my iroops, 
re.urned to the vicivity of Taylor's batiery, where 
i passed the night. General Smith made bis 
rangements to allack the enemy's works the aes 
moruing. 


For the particulars of this affair I would respec’ 
fully refer the general-in-chief to the reports of Gel: 
Swith and Colovel Riley, to whom, and to the otlitt 
officers engaged, is due ali the credit that atlacles 
| Was unavic, for the reason given above, to comt 
up to my division tll the affair was over, and tht 
road Opened fur my horse. In all the recommend 
tions from brigade and regimental commanders | fur 
ly concur; and in addition, for gallant services on ine 
19th, would present the names of Capt. McCiel® 
topographical engineers, Lieutenants Beaurega™ 
Tower, G. W. Smith, G. B. McClellan, Stevens? 
Foster, of the engineers, proper, (the last nawed 4 ' 
cer was particularly active in the managemen 
one of Captain Magruder’s pieces after the lamer 
Johnstone lost his leg,) Magruder, Lieut. ena 
Lieuts. Callender and Keno, serving with their pe 
pective batteries. Lieut. G. B. .vicCiellan, * 
Lieut. Callender was wounded, took charge of re 
managed the howiizer battery (Lieut. Reno = 
detached witb the rockets) with judgment and “i 
cess, until it became so disabled as to require she ‘ 
For Lieut. McCielland’s efficiency and gallant 
this affair, I present his name for tLe favorable 
sideration of the general-in-chief. eal 

The modical viticcrs of the division, alway? ' 
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administer to the comfort of the sick and wounded, 
8 particularly active on this occasion. With no 
vopveniences for themselves, and but little shelter 
ve the wounded, this admirable corps of officers 
spent the entire night exposed to the pitiless storm, 
in dressing the wounded and in alleviating their suf- 
ferings» | cannot do lesa than give their names a 

igce in this report: Surgeors C. S. Tripler, B. Ran- 
jail, and J. W. Cuyler; assistant Surgeons A. F. Su- 
ter, H. H. Siemer, C. C. Keeney, and Him- 
mond, make up the number. My immediate staf— 
Lievlenant Brooks, A.A. A. G., Lieutenant Me- 
Donald, A. D. C., Captain Allen, quertermasier, 
and Lieutenants Grafton, ordnance officer, and 
Sykes, A. C. 5S. to the division, were active and effi 
cient in conveying orders, and, when necessary, in 
iving directions. 

Having secured the prisoners and c ptured pro- 

rty at Contreras, [entrenched camp,} the 4:h artil- 
jery, with other troope, was leit as a guard, and to 
rovyide for the wounded and bury the dead. Pursu- 
ing a small retreating foree through the villages of 
San Angel and Santa Catarina, giving them occasi- 
onally a running fire until we arrived in front o Chu- 
rubusco, Where the enemy were ina strongly forti- 
fied position, with seven pieces of cannon und severa) 
thousand bayouels, a large body of lancers guardi.zg 
the approach to the right of their work, which was 
incomplete, 1 came to a halt, by order of the general- 
jn-chief, jor the purpose of having a reconnoissance 
made. Licut. Sievens, of the engineers, was sent 
forward 1o juok at the enemy’s position, supported 
by the company of sappers and miners. He reported 
a good position for Taylor’s battery towards the left 
of the work, from which il was practicable to drive 
from the rool and wails of the church such of the 
enewy a8, from their elevated position, could annoy 
my fot troops destined \o storm tne work surround- 
ing the church. 


The battery was accordingly ordered. 
with great spirit, and remained under a most galling 
and destructive fire of grape, round shet, stell, anu 
wusketry, for an hour anda half; by which time, 
having accomplished the desired object, it was with- 
drawn, much crippled in officers, men and horses.— 
jn the meantime, Smith's brigade was ordered iv the 





fame direction the baliery took, immediately in| 


front of the work, and Ruiiey’s farther to our left, 


B witha view of turning and gaining entrance to the 


open poruon of the entrenchments on the enemy's 
right, Alter an upimierrupled and severe fire on 
both sides lor two hours, wy troops entered the work, 
All the regiments were close at hand, aod shared 
equally in tue dangers and hovors of the day. Gen. 
Rincon, the commander of the place, and (wo other 
general officers, together with several others of rank, 
in all numbering 104, and 1155 non-commissioned 
officers aud privates, prisoners ul war, seven pieces 
Of canuon, snd a lurge number of small arms, and 
tome aminunition, fell into vur hands. This closed 
the operations of my division, wh.ch had been under 


OU Lupus te the Awerivan arms—placing in pos- 
tessiun Of Lue United States governme:t 29 pieces ot 
artillery, a large nuaber of small arms, and a great 
Shounteul amubition of all Kinds, lugether with 
DDS prisuners Of war. 

Ju Vapiain Lee, of the ngineers, | ha-e again the 
Pleasure of tendering my thanks lur ihe exceediugly 
Valuable services rendered throughout the whule vi 
these Operations; aud to Lieut. G, W. Sith, of the 
Cugincers, Who eommanded the company of sappers 
and Miners, | am under maDy obligations lor his ser- 
Vices On this aud uther occasions. Wiienever tis ie- 
imate duues with the pick and spade were per 
Orinéd, he always sulicited permissivn to jum io the 
Advance vl the storming party with Lis muskets, in 

hich position his galianiry, sad thst of his offtcers 
Ad men, was Couspicueusiy dispiayed at Conireras 
Well as at Cerro Gordo. His name | ais present 
the commanding general tur distinction. 

Maily, to Breves Brigadier General 3 vith aod 
Vet Culonei Riley all tne praise | can bestow is 
Mitled, lor their curdial and vaiuavle support to ne 
Malluccasiuns aud in every emergency. Tneir 
MNES, already Cunspicuous iu Lue preseul CaMpatgy, 
ga rendered doubly su duriag the two recent 
| My effective force on the morning of the 20th was 
Seared and eleven officers aud twenty-five hun- 
istepi thirty non-commissioned ollicers and pri- 
ie and of the number were killed and wounded 

Miet officers, two hundred and jorty-five men, 

,’ Wounded and missing. 
oe minute information, { will refer you to 

Mpabying reporis of prigude and regimeutal 


bre 





% Manders, A jist of the killed and wouuued, 
gs lhave the honor :o present with tus 
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Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your 

obedient servant, D. E. TWIGGS, 
Brigadier General U.S. Army, 

Commanding 2d division Regulars. 

Captain H. L. Scott, A. A. G., 

Headquarters of the army in the field. 
REPORT OF GENERAL QUITMAN 
Headquarters Volunteer Division, 
San Augusiin, Jugust 26, 1847. 

Sirn:—I have the honor to enclose the report of 
Brig..Gen. Shields of the operations of that portion 
of my division which was actively engaged in the re 
cent battles before the city of Mexico. 

Having been ordered by the general-in-chief to 
remain at this point in reserve with the remainder 
of my division, consisting of the 2d Penpsy!vania re- 
zgiment, under command of Col. Roberts, the battal. 
lion of marimes, under Lieut. Col. Watson, Captain 
Steptoe’> battery, and Captain Gaither’s trvop of 
dragoons, | have nothing to add, the enclosed report 
of Brig. Gen. Shields, except the expression of my 
unqualified admiration of the distinguished conduct 
of that gallant officer, and my approbation of the 
geod cunduct and gallantry of the portion of my 
division which had the good fortune to be actively 
engaged under his command. 

The troops which remained at this place in reserve, 
diligently performed the burdensome duties which 
fell to their lot during and afte? the severe conflicts 
which took place before the city. Col. Roberts, 2d 
Pennsylvania regiment, Lieut. Col. Watson, of the 
marines, and Captairs Steptoe and Gaither assidu- 
ously shared the labors and cares which devolved 
upon me. My thonks are due to Ist Lieut. Lovell, 
acting assistant adjutant general, and Lieut. Wilcox, 
my aid, for their able and active performance of 
their duties. I also take this opportunity of no- 
licing the energy, activity, and zeal with which 
Capt. Daniels, the division quartermaster, has per- 
formed his duties, both on the march and while in 
this position. 

J have the honor .o be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

J. A. QUITMAN, Major Gen. 
Commanding volunteer divis. 
Capt. H. L. Scorr, A. A. A. G. 


REPORT OF GENERAL SHIELDS. 
Headquarters ist Brigade Vol. Division, 
San Augustin, Mexico, August 24, 1847. 
Sir:—On the 191th instant, about three o’clock in 
the afternvon, pursuant to the orders of the general 
commanding this division, | marched from this pl .ce 
with the New York and South Carolina regiments of 
volunteers towards the battle-field of Contreras. On 
reporting lo the commander-in-chief, who vecupied 
on my arrival a position which overiouked the ficid, 
he described to we ina few words, the position of 
the contending forces, pointed oul the route ol 
my coumanod, and briefly instructed me as tu the 





arms in ihe face of the enemy wilboul imtermission 
lor \hitty hours und achieved one of the most glori- | 





dispusitions which would render wy force the most 
serviceable. 


Directing my march upon this village near Conire- 
ras, the troops had to pass over ground covered with 
rocks and crags, and filled with chasis, which ren- 
dered the road almo-t impassavie. A deep, rugged 
ravine, along the bed of which rolled a raptu stream, 
was passed aller dark, with great dilliouily and exer- 
lion; aud rest to the wearied troops aller crosstug, | 
directed them to jie upon their arms vuttl misoigag. 
While occupying Uns position, two siroog pickets, 
thrown oul by my orders, discovered, fired upon 
aud drove Dack a Body of Mexican inlantry moving 
through the fields in a direction from their position 
towards the city. Ihave since leatued that an at 
lempt had in iike manner Deen made by tie ene ny 
to pass (he positivd ov the main road occupied by the 
[st regiment of aruiliery, aod witha lke want of 
success. Avuut miduigtt | again resumed the maren, 
and jomed Brig. Gen. Situ in the village already 
referred to. 

Gen. Swith, previous to my arrival, had made the 
most judicious arrangements tor turning and surpris- 
ing the Mexican position about daybreak, and with 
which | could nut wish totuteriere. [his cost upon 
my command the necessity of holding ihe position to 
be evacuated by Gcuerai 3., and which was threat 
ened by tae enemy’s artillery and iuiantry on the 
right, and a large force of bis cavalry on tue leit.— 
About dayvreak the enemy opened a drisk tire ol 
grape aod round sho; upen the church and viliage in 
which my brigade was posted, as also upon a part oi 
our uwn troops displayed to divert him vn hes right 
god front—evidentiy unaware of ihe movement im 
progress to turp his position by the left aud reac.— 
Mhis continued uotul Col. Riley’s urigade opeued its 
fire irum the rear, which was delivered with such 
terrible effcct, that the whole Mexican force was 


At this juncture, | ordered the two regiments of 
my command to throw themselves on the main road, 
by which the enemy must retire, to intercep: and cut 
off his retreat; and, altbough officers and men had 
sullered severely during the mareh of the night, and 
frov: exposure without sheller or cover to the inces- 
sant rom until daybreak, this movement was execut- 
ed in good order, and with rapidity. The Paimet- 
to regiment, crossing a deep savine, deployed on 
both sides of the road, and opened 4 most destructive 
fire upon the mingied masses of infantry end cavalry; 
and the New York regiment, brought inte line lower 
down, and on the road side, delivered tts fire with a 
like eflect. Atthis point many of the enemy were 
killed add wounded, some 365 captured, of which 25 
were Officers, und amongst the jiatier was General 
Nicholas Mendoza. 

In the meanwhile the enemy’s cavalry, about 3000 
strong, which had been threatening our posiuun 
during the morning, moved down towards us in good 
order, and as if to atlack. I] immediately recalled 
the infantry, to place them in position to meet the 
(hreatened movement; but soon the cavalry changed 
its direction aud retreated towards the capilal. I 
now received an order from Gen. Twiggs to advance 
by the main road towards Mexico; and having posted 
Capt. Marshall’s company of S. Carvlina volunteers, 
and Captain Taylur’s New York volunteers iu charge 
of the prisuners aad wounded, 1 moved off with the 
remainder of my force, aud joimed the positions of 
the 2d and 3u divisions already en roule on the main 
road. On this march we were joimed by the general 
in chief, who assumed coumand of the whole, and 
the march continued uninterrupted until we arrived 
before Churubuscu. Here the enemy was found 
strongly fortified, and posted with his main force— 
probably 25,000. 


The engagement was commenced by the 2d divi- 
sion under ‘I'wizgs, soon jomed by the first under 
Gen. Worth, and was becoming general, when | was 
detached by the co wmander-in-chiel, with my two 
regiments aud Pierce’s b:igade—the 91, 12:h and 
1Sth—with the mountain howizer battery, and 
ordered to gain a position if possible, to aitack the 
enemy’s rear, aud intercept his retreat. 

Leaving Coyvacan by a leit haad road and advane- 
ing about a mile upon ut, 1 moved thence with my 
command toward the right, through a heavy corn- 
fieid, and gained an open bul swawpy fieid, in which 
i8 Situated te hacienda de los Partales. On the edge 
of this field, beyond the hacienda, | discovered the 
road Dy which the evuemy must retire from Churu- 
huscu, ane found his reserve of about 4,000 iniantry 
alreauy occupied Ul, Just in rear ol the town. As 
my command arrived, | estabitshed the right upon a 
pint recommended by Capt. Lee, engineer otticer, 
i Whose saili and judgment | wad the utmost conf. 
dence, and Cummeuced a movement ty the left, to 
Hauk the coemy on fis right, and throw my troops 
between lia aud the city; out fiuding his right sup- 
ported by a heivy body of cavairy of sume 3,000 
sliong, and seeing, lov, that with hiv iufantry he 
auswered lo my movemeuls Dy a corresponuing one 
towards bis right dank, gaimiug ground tasler inan J 
could, owing to the Leavy wud and 8“ amp through 
which L nad .o vperaie, f withurew the men to the 
cover Ol the hacienda, aud delermined tu allack bim 
upou bis frout. | seiectea tne Palmetto regiment ag 
bhe Base ul wy line, and this gailaal regiment moved 
iwiward fraly aud rapidity ander a fire of musketry 
as Lerridic, perhaps, as any whic seidiers ever faced; 
the New Yurk, bain, vou 15in, deployed gallaatiy on 
ihe figut, aud ine Yu ve ine ist, and the whole 
audvaliccd, vpetlig lLucif Ate as (ley CcCauwle up, and 
UWiby sieaully worwalu. Lue coemy Vegan to waver, 
aud + Hed Why viuel tv Cuaigoe was giveu, the men 
fused Upuu auu -cajered tits vtukeu cranks. As we 
i€acied we rudd, ie advance vi Wortu’s command 
appeared, Uiiving tue Guciay fu Dis stroughoid of 
CUuuruvusc., 1 ivos ev aisand of the front, and con- 
UiuUed tie pursue voit passed vy Haruey with his 
Cavaily, Wu lusiuwed tue fouled Ive Into the very 
gales ul ilic Ciy. 
lu this ter. uic Oailic,in which a strongly fortified 
chieiny lvughl Ueimud ists Werks under tue walis of 
ls Capiial, vas juss is necessaitily severe. ‘The loss, 
Ll regret b» say, nas igiien musi severely On my Com- 
Maus, lu ine two reguuents of my own brigade, 
Humvering avOul GUU iw ine Ogu, tue lugs 18 reported 
240 tu Kitied aud wounded. 
lu this last cngaze.col wy Command captured 380 
prisouers, iuciuding 6 vilicers. QO: tots aumober 43 
vad deserted trum ie Ausericau army duriug the 
Wal, aud al their eau Was luuuu ie volorious 
O'theily, 400 vad lougitl @gatas. Gul bisopo at dive 
terey and elsewuere, A pai iicuiai atid drtaiied 
report vi (he juss, as alsu oi jue priscbers Capiured 
by the Command, aCCOmpaiics tins iepurt. 

Pierce's brigade, under my Command in this action, 





LbrownD iio he ulwost consternation. 


Jost a consideravic number in Killed aad wounded.— 
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Amongst the latter, the gallant Col. Morgan of the 
15th. This command having rejoined its division, 
immediately after the action, | have, as yet, received 
no official report of its loss. 

In closing this report, | beg to offer my thanks to 
the many gallant officers of my command for their 
zealous and fearless support during the conflict. To 
Col. Burnett and Lieut. Col. Baxter, of the N. York 
volunteers; to Lieut. Colonel Dickinson and Major 
Gladden, South Carolina volunteers; as alsu to many 
of their gallant subordinates, every praise is due.— 
Col. Burnett was severely wounded at the head of 
his regiment; and Lieut. Co]. Dickinson also severely 
wounded whilst in command of his regiment, and 
while bearing gallantly forward the colors of his 
corps. My thanks are due to the :.edical staff of the 
eommand—Doctors Halstead and MeKebbin, of the 
New York, and Doctors Clark and Bilann, of the 
South Carolina regiments; as also to Doctor Swift, 
U. States Army, for their devoted attention to the 
wounded. 

lt affords me pleasure, and | but perform my duty, 
too, in acknowledging my great obligations to Capt. 
R. E. Lee, engineer corps; as also to my particular 
staff, Capt. F. N. Page, A. A. G., Lieut. R. P. Ham- 
mond, 3d artillery, atid de camp: and Lieut. G. T. M. 
Davis, of Illinois, acting as aid, for their gallant ser- 
vices and fearless exposure in encouraging the 
troops, and conveying my orders during the different 
engagements. Lieut. Reno, commanding howitzer 
battery, deserves great credit for the handsome man- 
ner in which he brought this guns into action, and 
continued to serve them. 

I beg respectfully, through the general or division, 
to ask for these gentlemen the favorable notice of 
the commander in chief, and to commend them to 
the president. Lieut. Shubrick, of the navy, who 
accompanied me, attached himself to the Palmetto 
regiment of his native state, and fought in its ranks, 
and is spoken of handsomely in the report of its com- 
mander. 

While thus enjoying the pleasure of bestowing my 
commendation upon the living, 1 turn with feelings 
of sorrow, though with pride, to recollect the galiant 
dead. Lieutenants Adams and Williams, of the S. 
Carolina regiment, ond Lieutenant Chandler of the 
New York regiment, are of those who gallantly 
fell. Yieiding their lives to achieve this glorious 
viciory, they Lave won a soldier’s fame with a soldi- 
er’s death. 

The noble and gallant colonel of the S. Carolina 
regime t, P. M. Butler, had risen from his sick bed 
to share the hardships of the field and the dangers ol 
the combat with his devoted regiment. He survived 
the conflict of the morning to lead bis command 
where victory egain awaited it. Although wounded 
himself, and having lost his horse, shot under him, 
he still continued to press onwards near the colors 
of his regiment, until the fatal ball terminated his 
life. 

A gallant soldier in his youth, he has won in his 
death, upon the field of battle, tame for himself and 
his regiment, and added avother name to the roli ol 
Carolina’s departed heroes. 

| am, very respectfully, your obd’t. serv’t, 

JAS. SHIELDS, 
Brig. Gen. coma’g Ist brig. vois. 
To Lieut. M. Loveun, 4th art., A. A. A. G. 


REPORT @F COLONEL HARNEY. 


Headquarters, Cavalry Brigade, 
Tacubaya, Mexico, Mugust 24, 1847. 

Sir—I have the honor to present the following re- 
port of the uperations of the cavalry brigade under 
ny command during the battiv of Mexico. 

The cavalry force being necessarily weakened by 
detachments to the different divisions oi the army, | 
found my¢eli,ou the morning of the 19:h, in the im- 
mediate command of vine co:npa.ies only, consisting 
of six companies of the 24 drag uns, cue Company 
oi mounted riflemen, anu twocompanies of muunled 
volunteers. With thia force | was ordered by the 
general in chief to report tu Brigadier Gen. ‘Twiggs, 
who was ai this time covering ..ajur General Fil 
jow’s division in an effort to make » road through the 
ridge of lava which forms the pass of San Antonio. 
Owing to the nature of the ground, | was compelled 
lv balt wilbin range of the enemy’s sieiis, and to 
rewwaln ip this position for severai hours-—an idie 
spectator of the action which ensued. Afier night 
} resurned wiih my command to San Augustin, and 
remained there until the enemy’s position at Contre- 
ras was Carried on (be uorning of the 20th. 

A> svun as the road was ascertained tu be opened 
aud practicable ior cavairy, 1 was directed by the 
general iw chici lv proceed with two squadrons and 
Capt. McKinstry’s company of volunteers to the field 
ol oattic, and to take Charge o1 (he prisoners which 
had been captured. While inthe execution of this 
order, | received istructions irom the genera) in 





~~ 


chief to leave one squadron in charge of the prison- 
ers, and to repert to him in person with the other 
three companies. Captain Blake, with his squadron, 
was directed to perform this duty; while Maj. Sum- 
per and myself, with Captain Kerr’s squadron and 
Captain McKinstry’s company of volunteers, joined 
the commanding general near the field of Churubus- 
co, just after the engagement at that place had com- 
menced. 

The reports of Major Sumner, commanding Ist 
battalion, and Lieut. Col. Moore, commanding 2d 
battalion, which | have the honor to forward here 
with, will show in what manner the other troops and 
squadrons of my command were employed. The 
three troops Of horse brought by me on the field, 
being ordered away in different directions, Major 
Sumner and myself soon found ourselves without 
commands. | then employed myself with my staff 
in rallying fugitives and encouraging our troops 
on the left of the main road. Major Sumner, to- 
wards the close of the engagement, was placed by 
the general in chief in charge of the last reserve, 
consisting of the rifle regiment and one company of 
horse, and was ordered to support the left. ‘I'his 
force was moving rapidly to take its position in line 
of battle, when the enemy broke and fled to the city. 
At this moment perceiving that the enemy were re- 
treating in disorder on one of the causeways leading 
to the city of Mexico, I collected all the cavairy 
within my reach, consisting of parts of Capt. Ker’s 
company 2d dragoous, Capt. Kearney’s company Ist 
dragoous, and Capts. McReynoid’s and Duperu’s com- 
panies of the 3d dragoons, and pursued them vigor- 
ously until we were halted by the discharge of the 
vatteries at their gates. 

Many of the enemy were overtaken in the pursuit, 
and cut down by our sabres. | cannot speak io 
terms too complimentary to the manner in whicu 
this charge was executed. My only difficulty was 
iu restraining the impetuosity of my men and ofli- 
cers, who seemed to vie with each other who should 
be foremost in the pursuit. Captain Kearney gal- 
lantly bed his squadron into the very entrenchments 
oi the enemy, aud bad the misfortune to jose an arm 
from a grape shot fired from a gun at one of the 
gates of the capital. Capt. MeReynoids and Lieut. 
Graham were aiso Wounded and Lieut. Eweli had 
two horses shot unver him. 

Great praise is due to Maj. Sumner, commanding 
Ist battalion, for his zeal, energy and promptituce, 
and for the gallant manner in which he led up the 
iast reserve ui the generalinchief. it is much to be 
regretted thai the 2. vattalion, under the command 
of Lieut. Col. Moore, was so cut up by detachments 
as to materially weakew its efficicucy, and to impair 
ine usefulness of the officer, who was always al the 
post of danger and anxious lo participate in the con- 
ict. My warmest thauks are due to my ovrigade 
stall, consisung of Ceuptain Woud, A.Q. M., Lieut. 
Steele, A A. G., and Lieut. May, my aid-de-camp, 
who were actively employed on the morning of me 
20th in railylug Our men, and whe exbibvited the ut- 
moat coolness aNd bravery under a heavy fire of the 
enemy. ‘The two last pamed officers were loremost 
i the pursuil, and Lieut. Stecie cui duwn three ot 
ihe enemy wilh his own savure. 

ln conclusion, | veg icave to state that the dra- 
goons, from (he commencement of the march from 
Puebla, have been engaged on the most active and 
jaborious service. ‘These duues have been the mos: 
arduuus Mi Consequence of Lie small toice of cavai- 
iy, COU pared with ihe olbe: arms of service. Smali 
parties being constantly engaged in reconnoitermy 
and on pickel guards, the uigost vigilance and pre- 
caulion have bevu required lo prevent Surprise and 
disaster, 

Tae gallant Captain Piiornton, while recoinnoiter- 
ing the enemy near San Antonio op the 18th instant, 
was shot tmrough lie Oouy by a cCannun shot anu 
insiamliy Kiled. His deain is much to be regretted. 
On the 4U.b, alihougu 1 had bul tows companies of 
wy Diigade wilh me on the field, (he :eiwmwaiuder were 
actively cuployed in the periormance of important 
and imuispensadble duties. Captain Hardee, while 
walching We enemy with his company vear San 
Augustin, Was allacked by a Dand ui guerrillas; but 
ihe enemy was prowptly and handsomely repuised, 
aud a bumvoer ol their horses, with atm@se and accou- 
iremendls, Captured. 

1 aus, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

Wai. S. HARNEY, 
Col. comd’yg cavairy brigade. 
Captain H. L. Scorr, 
Acung Adj. Geveral U. S. Army. 


REPORT OF GENERAL SMITH. 


Headquarters, 1st Brig. 2d Div. Regulars, 
San vingel, (near Mexico, Mug. 23, 1847. 
Sim: Un the l¥ch instant my origade, with the rest 
of the o.¥ sion, muiched irom Sau Augustin to cover 





the division of Gen. Pillow, opening the ro 

San Augustin to that which runs thrash this pre 
to the city, in order to turn the position of Sap he 
tonio. Advancing about one and a half miles ef 
were met by a fire of the Mexican batteries opposit 
to us on the San Angel road. Between us was about 
a half a mile of lava rocks, almost impassable fo, 
single footman, then a slope downward toward g By 
vine, on the opposite bank of which were the road 
andthe enemy’s works, ena height called Contre. 
ras. The front faced us, and the left flank swe 
the road below it, a turn forward in the road bring 
ing the work directly in the prolongation of the in 
er partof the road. The work had upward of 9 
large guns, was full of infantry, and large masses of 
infantry and cavalry were behind it and on its fank 
Magruder’s battery was ordered forward to a pos). 
tion in front of the enemy, and partially covered } 
a ledge of rocks. My brigade was ordered to follow 
and support it, and cover the advance of the party 
making the road. We went forward under a ye 
heavy fire, and took a position on the left of Magry. 
der’s battery. We found Lieut. Callender’s hoy, 
izer bat:ry at this point. When we took this 
direction Riley’s brigade was sent to the right. Mg. 
gruder’s battery and the howitzer battery were soo, 
disabled, and on examining the ground, it was yj. 
dent that we were advancing by the only path that 
crossed the broken bed of Java, and on which the 
enemy were prepared to receive us, having cleared 
away all the bushes that obstructed their view. The 
guns could go no farther, and the infantry would og 
its march down the slope, be exposed to a terrible 
fire, without knowing whether the crossing of the 
ravine below was possible. 


Being isolated from the division, I determined to 
try one of the enemy’s flanks; and that on our right 
being preferable, as it would cut off his retreat, } de. 
termitied to move in that direction, taking Lieut. G, 
W. Smith’s engineer company, the Ist artillery, up. 
der Major Dimick, and 3d infantry, under Captain 
Alexander, and as many of the muunted riflemen as 
could be collected near; the regiment having been 
detached as skirmishers at the first by Gen. Twiggs, 
and ordered by him to cover ditferent parties of re. 
connoitering officers, Capt. Magruder was direct: 
to open his fire as we pressed his rear, to occupy 
the enemy, and mask our movement to the right— 
This he did most effectually, though suffering from 
a great loss, especially of officers, To replace this 
joss, Lieut. Haskins and twenty men were detached 
from Maj. Dimick’s regiment, and three companies 
of the 3a infantry, were left to support him. With 
great difficulty we succeeded in crossing the rock for 
near a mile, and descended toward the vatlage of En 
celda, whose church was visible among the trees.— 
As we emerged from the rocks we saw an immense 
number of troops, cavalry and infantry, approaching 
trom Mexico and forming on the slope on the oppo 
site side of the village. 


We crossed two small streams at the bottom of 
deep and difficult guliies, and fuund some of our 
troops in the village, they proving to be four regr 
ments, chiefly of Gen. Piilow’s division, and under 
command of Gen. Cadwallader, who immediately 
reported tome. The village lay entirely on the 
other side of the main road, and a small stream ral 
between them at the bottom of the ravine. On the 
road, and between it and the stream, was a garden 
and house surrounded by a high and tolerably strog 
stone wall. The village was intersected by narrow 
lanes lying between high dikes enclosing gardens full 
of trees aud shrubvery—the lanes affording covet, 
the trees. concealment for the men. Ilo the cenlre 
stoud an old stone church. 1 drew Gen. Cadwalla 
der’s force up in the outer edge of the village, {acing 
the enemy—piacing the 3d iniantry and rifles in col 
umn by cowpany, left in front, on the right flank 
oceupied the church with Lieut, Smith’s engieel 
company aud Captain Irwin’s company of the 11 
regimert—placing aj. Dimick’s regiment in We 
garden on the road, to secure that avenue and oul 
rear. 


The enemy was now formed opposite to us in (¥? 
lines—the infantry in frovt, and cavairy in the reat 
—about ten thousand strong: It was now alter po 
set when Colonel Riley’s brigade arrived. !t 
crossed aud gone up towards Contreras, [entrenc 
cawp,} and driven off strong purties of the enemy 
i now ordered an attack on the enemy’s right, rier 
ding to attack mm two columns—Coul. Riley's 08 cd 
lett, and Gen. Cadwallader’s on the right of the 
wner—retired in echelon: but before the troops coum 
ve disengaged from the thickets, (the officers ne 

ithout horses,) it was alreavy so dark that the ; 
enry’s line could not ve seen, and the order ‘0 ratett 
was couptermatided. Gen. Cadwalader took P 
tion again in the outer edge of the village; ~s, 
brigaue parallel to it in a long line inside; the f 
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——— or Loring on his right, and the 3d infan- 
Pes ole church yard. The troops were without 
Ie ee shelter of fire and it rained all might. 
Ss Place ‘At this time Lieut Tower reported that he had 
an An. at the-ravine towards the rear of the enemy’s 
a lege ze ork at Contreras, and thought it practicable for in- 
das Oren pier though very difficult. We had now in front, 
rth ut and on our left flank, eighteen thousand Mexicans 
vard be with between twenty five and thirty guns—among 
: the + ra. the troops six OF seven thousand cavalry. We were, 
ac eg at most, three thousand three hundred strong, and 
ink +h without artillery or cavairy; and it was evident we 
jad teks could only maintain our position, which was of the 
f the low ytmost importance to the commanding general, by 
yard of 99 tbe most prompt and energetic action. 1 therefore 
. masse girected an attack on the works at Contreras, (the 
n its “i entrenched camp.) by turning their rear before day; 
toa nia. and Captain Lee, of the engineers, offerred to return 
sovered by to Gen. Scott (a most difficult task) and inform him 
d to foll of our position, and that 1 would march out by 3 o’- 
the fo clock, A. M-, 80 that any diversion that he could 
ler Hs Y make in our favor from that side might be prepared 
of Ma et accordingly. The officers commanding brigades 
der’s “aah were informed of the plan and order of attack and 
took the © directed to have their commands formed, and the 
right. Ma. heads resting on the path by which we were lo march 
- were soon out by 23 A. M. : 
it was eri. ] was at a loss how to secure our rear; for if the 
ly path that enemy took possession of the village, he would not 
<P rece th only secure the retreat of his force at Contreras, [his 
in sleared entrenchments,] but would greatly embarrass us; and 
‘slow The | was not strong enough to detach largely for that 
’ Waal a purpose. At this juncture Gen. Shields’ aid arrived 
7 a terrible and reported that the gene:al was near, and on the 


other side of the ravine, with the South Carolina and 
New York volunteers. These two regiments were 
directed to hold Encelda [the village] and cut off the 
the retreat of the troops trom Coitreras, [the camp,] 
or take his large reserve in flank, if it changed front 
tothe right to attack us towards Contreras, [the 
camp}. Al precisely 3 o’clock in the morning of the 
QWth, the troops commenced their march. It wad 
rained all night, and the men had lain in the mud, 
without fire, and suffering from cold. It rained now, 
and was so dark that an object six feet off could not 
be seen. The men were ordered to keep withia 
touch of each other, so that the rear cuuid not go 
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termined to 
on our right 
etreat, } de 
ag Lieut. G, 
rtillery, uo- 
der Captain 
d riflemen as 
having been 
ren. Twiggs, 
arties of re. 


was direct: astray. 
r, to occupy Lieut. Lower, of the engineers, with Lieutenant 
the right — Brooks, acting assistant adjutant general of the 2d 
fering from jivision, now acting in my staff, had, during the 
» replace this 


ight, again reconnoitered the pass, to assure the 
practicability of the march. Lueut. Tower accom- 
panied the head of the column, tu jead it, and Lieut. 


ere detached 
2 companies 


him. With Beaureguard, engineers, went with me at the head 
y the rock for of Geu. Cadwaliader’s vrigade. Col. Riiey’s ori- 
ymlage of En- pade led, Gen. Cadwallader’s was to ftoilow, and 
y the trees.— Major Dimick, with my own brigade, at the head oi 
y an immense Which was Lieut. G. W. Smith, engineer company, 
, approaching losed the rear. The path was narrow, (ull of rocks 
on the oppo nd wud, and so difficult was the march that it was 


dayOreak belore the head of Cadwallader’s brigade 
puLoutof the village, where the path descends to 
he ravine; and as the march was by the flank, the 
Ommand was stretched out to thrice its leagth.— 
aving followed up the ravine to a poiot where it 
vemed possible to get al the rear of the work, the 
head Was halted and the rear closed up; many loaus 


hat were wet were drawn, and Ailey formed two 
vlumas by divisions. 


He thus advanced farther up the ravine, turning 
the left, and rising over the bank, stood frontiug 
he rear of the work, out still sheltered from its fire 
py A slight acclivity before him. Having re-formed 
is ranks he ascended the top of the hill, and was in 
ull view of the enemy, who immediately opened a 
orm fire, hut ouly from the woik, bul on hits right 
“ank, Throwing out his two first divisious as skir 
hishers, he rusted down the slupe to the work. ‘I'he 
bog ueer company and rifles had veen thrown across 
0 intervening ravine, under the brow of the slope, 


Od from that pusilion swept it ia front of bis col 
MO, aud then 


he bottom of 
some oi out 
be four reg 
n, and under 
immediately 
turely on the 
all stream ral 
vine. On the 

was a garden 
erably strong 
ted by narrow 
ng gardens full 
fording covet; 
lo the centre 
Son. Cadwalla 
village, [acidé 
id rifles in col 
e right flank— 
rith’s enginett 
ny of the il 
giment in the 


js luclining towards ther ivft, joined 
avenue and ou f the attack on the troops outside of the leit Hank 

toms aed, In the meautime, Gen. Cadwailader 
ite to us in (Wo wa 8d the route taken by Riley, and, forming his 








MN$ as the troops 


iry in the reat Riley's) support, 


came up, moved on to his 
he 
pow after 


‘Tho 1st brigade had been order- 


lo fuliow the ‘ ill 
ived. it be hice same route; bul, while it was sti 
oe [entrenc aay, 0 thal direction by its right lank, up the 

vot tne enemy ine, and neait 


Bdy of y Opposite tne work, seeing a large 
ae the 6newmy on its Qauk, 1 ordered Maj. Dim 
“a ace the brigade to the jett, and, advancing in 

»? allack the force in flank. 
Ween ana done in the finest style, and the Ist ar- 
nbs a 3d infantry mounted the bank of the ra- 
el the 10g down the next and up its opposite bank, 
rande enemy Oulside of the work just as Riley's 
iaseis penne into it, and the whole giving way.— 
Y lormed in liue tur the charge, yielding to ihe 


rs right, intel 
 Riley’s on olf 
right of the for 
he troops cou” 











bayonets of our foot, the rout was complete, while 
Riley’s brigade cleared the work and planted their 
colors on it. The two first pieces captured, which 
fell into the hands of the 4th artillery, proved to be 
the pieces lost (but without loss of honor) by a com- 
pany of that very regiment at Buena Vista. Lev- 
ing a force to collect and guard the captured ord- 
nance, the pursuit continued down the road. 

This, it will be recollected, passed not more than 
half a mile off the garden and house occupied by a 
part of Gen. Shields’ brigade, placed there to inter- 
cept the retreat of the enemy. This skilful and gal- 
lant officer, when we marched, had spread his men 
over the line we had occupied, and directed them to 
make fires toward daylight, as though preparing 
their breakfast. The enemy in front had, during 
the night, placed batteries along their line, and in 
the morning moved detachments forward to take in 
flank the attack he saw we were meditating the 
night before, which he was preparing to mee(—sup- 
posing from the indications he found, that we were 
still in force in the village. When, after daylight, 
he saw a column moving on Contreras, [the en- 
trenched camp,] and already prepared to turn it, he 
must have supposed we had been strongly reinforc- 
ed: fur his movements to and fro indicated great per- 
plexity. His doubts were soon resolved, however, 
by the loss of Contreras, [the camp,] and he imme- 
diately commenced a hasty retreat along the top o! 
the ball, inclining towards the San Angel road. 

Shields’ force (500 or 600 men) having, under his 
skilful direction, thus disposed of one enemy, he 
turned to the other, who, in the fi ght, found them- 
selves intercepted at the garden, and under the sure 
fire of the S. Carolina regiment, and broke away over 
the opposite fields, and, taking shelter‘in the ditches 
and ravines, escaped to the rocks. Two squadrons 
of cavalry, either by chance or a wise design, ina 
narrow part of the road between the wall and dike, 
laid down their arms, and so choked the way, that 
the pursuil was interrupted for upwards of 20 min- 
utes; which sufficed (we having no cavalry) for the 
safety of many of the fugitives. A large body es- 
caped upwards towards the mountains. | did not 
pursue them, being entirely out of our direction. 

Accounts from \iexican officers, intercepted since 
the battie, inform us that there were seven thousand 
in aud about Contreras, (the entrenched camp,) 
commanded by General Valeacia, aod upwards of 
twelve thousand ta front of Encelda, (or hawlet of 
Contreras,) in reserve, commanded by Gen’! Santa 
Anna. We killed seven hundred and took fifteen 
hundred prisoners, among them several generals.— 
We captured 22 pieces of brass ordnance, viz: 4 
Spanish 16-poundeis, 4 eight inch howitzers, 2 5} 
inch howitzers, 6 6-pounders, and 6 smaller pieces, 
with a large amount of shells and ammunition. We 
also took 700 pack mules and many horses, and an 
immense nuwber of small arms, which we destroy- 
ed. After directing the prisoners and property tu 
be collected, I directed the pursuit to be continued, 
and was forming the column when General I'wiggs 
arrived. He immediately ordered the most vigorous 
pursuit, and we moved furwards. As we approacti- 
ed San Angei, the rifles were again thrown tor ward 
as skirmishers, and entered the town at the heels o! 


the enemy’s lancers, capturing an ammunition wa- 
gon. 


Here Gen. Pillaw assumed command, and at Co- 
yoacan the commander in chief came up. The first 
brigade was sent forward with the rest of the divi- 
sion towards Churabusco; the rifles were detached 
tu the right, to cover a reconnoisance. Lieut. Ste- 
phens of the engineers, covered by Lieut. Smitn’s 
engineer Company, went forward to reconnolire the 
church of Caurubusco, and reporved a l-gua batlery 
across the road, which could ve turned by its left.— 
The lst artillery was directed to be detached for 
that purpose, and marched ip that direction. A 
oeavy fire opening there, | was ordered up with the 
34 infantry, and shortly after Tayior’s battery was 
placed im position, froutiog the buildings about the 
church, the 3d infantry supporting it. At this time 
the trewendous fire from the neighborhood of the 
church showed cleariy, not only that there was a 
strony force stationed there, but (hat there was aiso 
a more considerable work than was at first suppos- 
ed; but being all surrounded by very high corn, its 
form could net be discovered. It afterwards proved 
thatthe place was regularly fortified. ‘Tae church 
buildings formed a large square; the luwer front to- 
wards us was chiefly a wail scaffulded for infantry. 
Behind it rose a hight buiiding, also covered with 1n- 
(antry; bebind it tue church, aud the high steple on 
its right dank, also filled with men. 

in frout of the first was a curtain, connecting two 
salient angles which flanked it, and were continued 
back to the side wails of tue church. It was garri- 
soned by about 2,000 nen, and mounted 7 pieces. — 
What was supposed to ve the l-guu baltery, was the 
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right salient angle which enfiladed the road from 
Coyoacan; so that when the Ist artillery attempted 
to turn it, they found themselves in front of this cur- 
tain, and exposed to all the musketry of the wails 
beyond. They however stood their ground with 
great loss, getting such cover as the ground afforded, 
and firing at the embrazures when opportunity offer- 
ed. It was now reported that the other brigade 
(Riley’s) was orderad round to the right of the 
work, and General Pillow’s division to its left. I 
therefore ordered the 3d infantry to be ready, so, 
soon as the fire of these corps began to tell, to ad- 
vance under the cover cf some huts near the right 


bastion, and after silencing the fire of the musketry 
to assault it. 


In the meantime Taylor’s battery had continued 
its fire uninterrupted by the severest shower of 
grape, cannister, musketry, round shot, and shell, 
within short musket range, that was ever witnessed. 
The conduct of Capt. Taylor, Lieut. French, and the 
meu who remained unhurt, wae the admiration of all. 
who witnessed it. Tne pieces were served as though 
on drill, while two of the officers—Lieuts. Martin 
and Boynton, and twenty men wounded, and fifteen* 
horses crippled, laid around, and testified to the dim, 
ger of their position. Hearing now the fire from the: 
other corps, and finding that of the work te be less 
steady, | directed Captain Alexander (commanding” 
3d infantry) Lo advance to the position indicated and: 
commence his work. Alter clearing the ramparts 
partially of their meu, the 3d rushed over the bas 
tion, led by Capiain J. M. Smith and Lieutenant 
Shepherd, and their compauies, and a part of the 
Ist artillery, over the curtain, when the garrison held 
out a white flag, and surrendered to Captain Smith, 
who was foriupate enuugh to be the first in the 
work. Many had escaped to the back of the church; 
but 104 officers, among then: several generals, and 
1155 men were counted alter ihe surrender. 


It is proper here to observe, in order to to prevent 
errors hereafter, that after Capt. Alexander’s com- 
mand had received the surrender of the garrison, 
and had gone up into the gailery of the front huuse, 
with General Rincon, from which he was disp!aying 
the colors of his regiment, a staff officer irom ano- 
ther division who had seen the white flag stiil fying, 
rode intv the work to receive the surrender waich 
had been made some time betore to Capt. Aiexane- 
der. Seven pieces of brass cannon, much am .uni- 
tion and smali arms, the prisoners beiore ».ention- 
ed, and an important pusiiion were the fruits of Unis 
victory. | should tave wentioued belure that Capt. 
Craig had in the morning reyoiwed the regiment with 
the three companies lett wiu Capt. Magruder; and 
those companies uf riflemen » ho had been left m the 


pedregal, (field of rocks aud tava,) nad also joiaed 
ihe regiment. 


The troops ia the actions of the pedregal, on the 
afternoon of the 19ti, and ai Contreras and Churu- 
busco on the 20th, distinguished themselves fur be- 
yond my capacity to do them justice. The difficul- 
ues they overcauwe—supposed by the enemy iv be 
insuperable—the hardships they endured, and the 
fatigue they suffered, contrasted wiih the manner in 
which they did their work, raises their character as 
suldiers highly towards perfection. 


Brig. Gen. Cadwallader (in the woruing] brought 
his corps up from his iviricaie bivouac im a good or- 
der, formed the head of the column to support Ri 
ley’s, and led 4: torwatu io the must gallant style 
under the fire directed at the latter. The Ist origade 
was conducted by Maj. Dimick, who charged in tine 
with it on the evemy’s left, driving vefore the force 
formed there outside of the works, and putting to 
rout a far superior force, displaying the skili of tie 
commander as well as the bravery of the soidier.— 
But the opportunity aflurded by his position tu Col, 
Riley was seized by thal gallant veleraa with ail the 
skiil and energy for which be is disunguished. T'he 
charge of his nobis brigade down the slope, i tull 
view of friend and foe, unchecked even for a mo 
ment, until be had planted all his coiors upon Lacie 
farthest works, was a Ss ectacle thal animated tos 
army to the buidest deeds. 


Majors Gardner and Brown, 4th artiliery, at the 
head of their regiment, setting an exampie by their 
own courage, carried the part ui the work belore, 
and Captain Drum, of that corps, nad the good for. 
tune to recover the trophies of Bueua Visia. Col. 
P.ymptom and Maj. Bainbridge with the 7th iufan- 
iry, a8 that veteran regiment deserves to be led, and 
Captain Morris, in command of the 2d iofanizy, 
brought it up to share equally with the vlhers in the 
honors of the successiul assault. Capt. Alexander’s 
good conduct brought his regiment up moat effec. 
tively. Major Loring, detucned to Col. Riley’s left 
showed not only a periect knowledge of the vaiue 
of his arm, but the courage and activily necessary 





to make it ellective. Licutenant G. W. Swwith, ia 
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command of the engineer company, and Lieuterant 
M'Clelian, his subaltern, distinguished themselves 
throughout the whole of the three actions. Nothing 
seemed to them too bold to be undertaken, or too 
difficult to be executed; and their services as engi- 
neers were as valuable as those they rendered in 
battle at the head of their gallant men. Lieutenant 
Foster, being detached from his company during the 
action at Contreras, did not fall under my notice; 
but in the actions on the 19th, at Churubusco, he 
was equally conspicuous for his gallantry. In ad 

verting to the conduct of the staff, | wish to record 
steeper my admiration of the conduct of Capt. 

. of the engineers. 

His reconnoissances, though pushed far beyord the 
bounds of prudence, were conducted with so much 
skill, that its fruits were of the utmost value—the 
soundness of his judgment and personal daring being 
equally conspicuous, Lieutenants Beauregard and 
Tower, of the same corps, rendered me the most im- 
portant services in exa.,ining the ground, and dis 

layed throughout the greatest personal gallantry. 

0 the latter | am indebted far the knowledge of the 
route by which it was practicable to turn the enemy’s 
works. The accident which separated the different 
roo of the division on the evening of the 19t, left 
ts\ acting assistant adjutant general, Lieut. W. TI. 
Brooks, with Col. Riley’s brigade, and on its joining 
me he offered his services on my staff. [| owe him 
my thanks for the very efficient aid he rendered me, 
and for his indefatigable energy and readiness to en- 
counter any danger or difficulty; bis personal cour- 
age and coolness were brilliantly dispiayed in the 
course of the day. The events of Fort Brown, Mon- 
terey, Vera Cruz, and Cerro Gordo, had already af- 
forded to my aid de camp, Lieut. Ear! Van Dorn, 
opportunities of calling forth the commendations of 
his commanding officers. 


He has not let pass the present one; but though his 
gallantry was again shown in a personal conflict. with 
the enemy, it is far from being the highest quality of a 
soldier that he possesees. ‘Che naines of officers who 
distinguished themselves in the corps of Gens. Cadwal- 
lader and Shields, will no doubt be found in the repurts 
of those generals to the headquarters of divisions tu 
which they properly belong. It would be impossible for 
me to enumerate the acts of all those in the 2d division 
(Twiggs’) who have entitled themselves to particular 
mention. I beg leave to make the brigade and iegi- 
mental reports, which [ herewith transmit. a part of my 
own—merely repeating here the names of those officers 
mentioned therein as peculiarly deserving of -praise.— 
Capt. Wessels and Capt. Canby, A. A. G., aod Li: ut. 
Benjamin and Lieut. Ha;den, A. D. C, (inentivned in 
the 3d brigade report); Capts. Sanderson, Backinstos, 
Porter, and Crittenden, Lieut. Van Buren, McLane, 
Gibbs, and Palmer, and Ass’t Surgeon Suter, of the re- 
giment of mounted riflemen; Capts. Winder and Nau 
man, Lieuts. Brannon, Seymour, and Coppee, aid As- 
sistant Surg. H. H. Steiner, of the Ist artillery; Capt. 
Drum, Lieut. Howe and Asst. Surgeon Cuyier, of the 
4th artillery; Capt. Casey, J. R. Smith and Kingsbury, 
Lieut. Gardner, Lyons, Jones, Jarvis, Tilden, aud Da- 
vis, of the 2d infaniry; Captains Craig, Van Horn and 
Chandler, Lieuts. Buel and Richardson, and Assi. Sur- 
geon Keeney, of the 3d intaniry; Capts. Russ and Paul, 
and Lieuts. Grant, Tyler, and Henry, of the 7h in- 
fantry. 

But as the battery of Captain Taylor wae at Churu- 
busco, acting immediately under my own eye, and dis- 
playing, from its gallant commander down t» the lowest 
noncominissioned officer, a coulness and activity under 
circumstances of the most extraordinary danger, 1 ask 
leave to record here, besides tne names o! its four offi 
cers already mentioned, the names o! Sergeants ‘Tho-. 
Wilson, Patrick Martin, Jos. McGee, Chas. Kulline ver, 
and Corpora! M. Bigelow, John Jones, Wim. Barb. ur, 
Wm. Jameson. In the action ai Churubusco were kill 
ed Captains Capron aad Burke, Ist artillery, aud Lieut. 
Hoffinan, Ist artillery; and were wouuded, Cup. Cr ig 
and Lieut. Buel, 3d infantry. In the pedregal wv: te 
wounded, on the 19.h, Captains Hatnaway, bs: artillery, 
and Chandler, 3d infantry; Lieut. Van Buren, mounted 
rifles; at Contreras, Captains Wesseis, 2) infantry, aid 
Roas, 7th infantry, Lieu’. Collins, 4:n arullery, and ‘Vil 
den, 2d infantry, were wounded. But the vic'ory there, 
important as it is, was dearly bought by the death ol 
Captain Hanson, 7th infantry. A more perfect suluies 
never fell on a battle field—kind in all his affecuons— 
just in all his acts—pure in his life; and immoveable in 

is courage, he met the present with the boldness of a 
man, and the future with the pivus confidence of a 
Christian. 

The force present on our side of Conireras, including 
Gen’! Shields, was about 3,650 men; that of he enemy 
avout the works, 7,000, woder Valencia, and iu their re- 
serve, 12,000, under the president, Sania Anns. 

1 transmit herewith a return of the killes and wound: 
ed, but leaving out ali thuse wounded at Contreras. whu 
were not disabled. 

Our loss in killed and wounded there did not exceed 
sixty. 

l have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ob’ 
servaut, PERSIFOR IF. SMITH, 
Brevet Brigadier General. 

Lieut. W. T. H. Brooks, Aci’y Assist. Avj’t Gen., 

Qd division of regulars. 











REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL QUITMAN. 


Headquarters of the Volunteer Division, 
National Palace, Mexico, Sept. 29, 1847. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit, for the infor- 
mation of the general-in-chief,a report of the move- 
ments and operations of that portion of the army 
under my command from the afternoon of the 11th 
instant to the 14th, when our flag was raised on the 
National Palace of Mexico. 

The general-in-chief, having concluded to carry 
the strong fortress of Chapultepec, and through it 
advance upon the city, ordered me, on the 11th, to 
move my division after dark from its position at 
Coyoacan to Tacubaya. Steptoe’s battery and Gai- 
ther’s troop of horse having been directed to report 
to Gen. Twiggs, the remainder of the division, con- 
sisting of the battalion of marines, New York and 
South Carolina regiments, under Brig. Gen. Shields, 
and the 2d Pennsyl-ania regiment, under comand 
of Lieut. Col. Geary, moved during daylight to the 
village of Piedad, and at night proceeded thence to 
their position at Tacubaya, where the troops lay 
upon their arms until daylight. 

Two batteries, Nos. 1 ani 20n the map—the 
former putup by Lieuts. Tower and Siuith, of en- 
gineers, under direction of Captain Lee, of the same 
corps, on the road from Tacubaya to Chapultepec, 
about eight hundred yards from the fortress, the 
latter under direction of Capt. Huger, of ordnance, 
ats me distance to the left oi the former—had been 
erected duting the night. My division being intend - 
ed to support these batteries, and to advaace to the 
attack by the direct road from Tacubaya to the for- 
tress, was placed in position near battery No. 1, 
early on the morning of the 12ib, detachments from 
its left extending to the support of battery No. 2. 
At 7 o’clock the guns (two 16-pounders and an 8- 
inch howitzer) were piaced in battery No. 1 in 
position so as to rake the road, sweep the adjoining 
grounds, aud have a direct fire upon the enemy’s 
batteries and the fortress of Chapultepec. 

Our fire was then opened and maintained with 
good effect throughout the day under the direction 
of thatexcellent and lamented officer, Capt. Drum, 
of the 4ih artillery, zevlously aided by Lieutenants 
Benjamin and Purter, of his company. The fire 
was briskly returned from the castle with round 
shot, shell, and grape. During the day I succeeded 
uuder cover of our butteries, in making aa impor- 
tant reconnoissance of the grounds and works im- 
mediately at the base of the castle, a rough sketch 
vf which was made by my aid, Lieut. Lovel, ou the 
grouad., This disclosed io us two baiteries of the 
ene wy, one on the road im front of us mounting four 
guns, aud the other a flanking work of one gun, 
capubie also of sweeping the low grounds on the left 
ol the road, and between it and the base of the hill. 

The supporting parly on this reconnoisance was 
commanded by tre tate Major Twiggs, of the ma- 
rines, aod sustammed during the observation a brisk 
fire (row the batteries and small arms of the enemy, 
who, when the party were retiring, came out of the 
works wi large numbers; and, alituough repeatedly 
checked vy the fire of our troups, continued to ad- 
vance aS the supporting party retired, until they 
were dispersed, with considerable luss,by several 
discharges uf cautsier from tie guns of Capt. Drum’s 
valiery, and a well directed fire from the right ol 
tne 24 Penosyivauia regiment, posted ve the flank of 
the vaitery tor ts support. Our joss in this affair 
was seven men WOunded; vul Lhe lnlormation gained 
W438 vi Mealcuiavie advantage to tne operations of 
ine succecding day. lithe eveutg, Capt. Deum’s 
cuinpany was Pelleved by Lieutenant Audrew’s 
company 3d aruliery, by whom a steady aud weli- 
divectec bre was Kept up irom the ballery, until lus 
iortress Could no longer be seen iu tne uark..ess.— 
During the day, my comuwand was reimfurced vy a 
select Dalttalion trum Gen. I wiggs’s division, intend- 
ed as a slurmpg parly, consisting of ihirieen vili- 
cers sud two hundred ahd filly wen and non-com- 
wissioned officers aud privates, chosen tor this ser- 
vice out vi the rifles, Ist and 41h regimens of 
atliliery, and Qu, 3d, aud Tih regiments of mtantry 
—all under the command of Cupiain Silas Casey, 
20 miautry. 

Having received instructions from the general-in- 
chiel tu prevent, if possiole, remlurcements irom 
being thrown ito Chapultepec during the aight, 
Captain Paul, of the 7in intantry, with a detach- 
ment of filly men, was directed to estaDiih an 
advanced picket on the road tu Caapuitepec. Dur- 
ing the night a Drisk skirmish occurred velWeeo tne 
detachment anu the advanced posits of the snemy, 
«hich resulted in driving back the enemy; but, ap- 
preheasive thal this demonstration was inleuded tu 
cover the passage of rnintorcements intu Ciapulte- 
pec, 1 ordesed Lieut. Andrews to advauce a piece 
vi artillery and rake the road with several discharg- 
es vi Canister. ‘This was promptly execuleu; avd, 














during the remainder of the night, there were , 
appearances of movements in the enemy’s lines ! 
During the night, the platforms of battery Mas 
were repaired, under the direction of Lieut. Tower 
of engineers, who had reported to me for duty, anj' 
a new battery for one gun established in advanee of 
No. 1 a short distance, by Lieut. Hammong of 
Gen. Shield’s staff. 

The protection of battery No. 2, which was com, 
pleted on the morning of the 12th, under direction 
Captain Huger, was entrusted to Brig. Genera) 
Shields. This battery, after the guns had bee 
placed, opened and mamtained a steady fire y 
the castle, under the sikilful direction of that eXpe. 
rienced officer, Lient. Hagner, of ordnance. 

At dawn on the morning of the 13th, the batterie 
agaiv opened an active and effective fire upon th, 
castle, which was returned by the enemy with spiry 
and some execution, disabling for a time the jg. 
pounder battery No. 1, and killing one of the ine, 
at the guns. 

During this cannonade active preparations wer, 
made for the assualt upon the castle. Ladder 
pick-axes, and crows were placed in the hands of a 
pioneer storming party of select men from the yo. 
lunteer division, under command of Capt. Reynolds, 
of the marine corps, to accompany the Storining 
party of 120 men which had been selected fro a aj 
corps of the same division, and placed under tha 
command of Major Twiggs, of the marines. Cag), 
Drum had again relieved Lieut. Andrews at the 
guns, retaining from the command of the latter Ser. 
geant Davidson and eight men to man an 8 pounder 
which it was intended to carry forward to operat, 
on the enemy’s batteries in front of us; aad, to 
relieve the command from all danger of attack on 
our rightflank from reinforcements which might 
come from the cily, that well (ried and accomplished 
officer, Brevet Briga:iier General S:nith, with his 
well-disciplined brigade, had reportea to me for 
orders. He was instructed to move in reserve op 
the right flank of the assaulting column,protect it from 
skirmishers, or more serious attack in that quarter, 
and, if possible, on the assauli, cross the aqueduel 
ieading to the city, turn the enemy, and cut off his 
retreat. Those dispositions being made, the whole 
command, at the signal preconcerted by the general. 
in-chief, with enthusiasm and full of confidence 
advanced to the attack. At the base of the hill, 
constituting a partof the works of the foriress of 
Chapultepec, and directly across our line of al- 
vance, were the strong batteries before descrivel, 
flanked on the right by some strong buildings, an! 
by a heavy stone wall about tifteen leet nigh, whic! 
extended around the base of tne hill towards ibs 
west. Within two hundred yards of these batie- 
ries were some dilapidated buildings, which afforded 
a partial cover to our advance, Between these snd 
the wallextended a low meadow, the long gra-6ol 
which concealed a number of wet ditches by which 
it was intersecied. To this point the comand, 
partially screened, advanced oy a fink, the storm 
ing parties in tront, under a heavy fire from the 
jortress, the Datleries, and breast works ol the eneny. 

lhe auvance was here haited under the partial 
cover of the ruin-,and upon the arrival of the 
heads of the Suuth Carolina aad New York regi 
ments, respectively, General Shields was directed 
to move them obliquely to the ieft, across the low 
ground, to the wall atthe base of the hill. Kncour 
aged by the gallant general who had led them 
victury at Churubusco, and in spite of the opstacie 
which they had to encounter in wading through 
several deep ditches, expused loa severe and galling 
fire from the enemy, hese tried regiments prowpli) 
executed the movement, and effected a lodginent # 
the wail. fhe same order was given to Lieul. : 
Geary, and executed vy his regiment with eqlt 
alacrity and success. ‘nese dispusitions, 8” ger 
sary to the final assault upun the »orks, were” 


‘made without some loss. In directing the advaie 


Brig. Gen. Shields was severely wounded 10 the 
arm. No persu.sions, however, could imduce Wha 

otlicer to leave his com.vand, or quit the field. 1° 
brave Capt. Van O’Linden, of the New York < 
ment, was killed at the head of bis compaby-. es 
Col. Baxter, of the same regiment, a valuable “ 
esteemed officer, while gallantly leading his — 
mand, {sil mortally wounded near the wall, a 
Lieut, Cols. Geary, 2d Penusylvania regiment, 7 
for @ time disabled from command by a severe co 

tusion from a spent bull, 


In the mean time Brig. Gen. Smith on our a 
was driving back skirmishing parties of the oeild 
Lieut. Benjamin, from battery No. 1, was pee tbe 
shot after shot into the fortress and woods ‘ileth 
slope of the bill; and Lieut. H. J. Hunt, 2d art a 
who had on the advance reported tu me wilh yer 
tion of Duncan’s battery, wad obtained 2 an 
pusition in our rear, irom which he surew ? 
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shrapnal shot into the Mexicen lines with good 
nd rs Perceiving that all the prelinihary disposi 
eg were made, Major Gladden with his regiment 
- passed the wall by breaching it, the N. York 
a Pennsylvania regiments having entered over an 
pandoned battery on their left, and the battalion of 
pac heing posted to support the storming parties 
sedered the assault at all points. 


" The storming parties, led by the gallant officers 


ho had volunteered for this desperate service, 
shed forward like a resistless tide. The Mexicans 
hind their batteries and breastworks stood with 
sore than usual firmners. For a short time the con- 
t was hand to hand; swords and bayonets were 
rossed and rifles clubbed. Resistance, however, 
as vain against the desperate valor of our brave 
s. The batteries and strong works were car. 
ied, and the ascent of Chapultepec on that side laid 
ypen toan easy conquest. In these works were 
sken seven pieces of artillery, one thousand mus- 
ets, and five hundred and fifty prisoners—of whom 
wne hundred were officers—among them one general 
nd ten colonels. 
The gallant Capt. Casey having been disabled by 
severe wound directly before the batteries, the 
ommand of the storming party of regulars in the 
sault devolved on Capt. Paul, 7th infantry, who 
Jistinguished bimself for his bravery. In like man- 


per, the command of the storming party from the 


olunteer division devolved on Capt. James Miller, 
of the 2d Pennsylvania regiment, by the death of its 
hief, the brave and lamented Major Twiggs, of the 
sarine corps, who fell on the first advance at the 
ead of his command. 

Simultaneously with these movements on our 
ight, the volunteer regiments, with equal alacrity 
nd intrepidity, animated by a generous emulation, 
ommenced the ascent of the hill on the south side. 
Surmounting every obstacle, and fighting their way, 
hey fell in and minzled with their brave brethren in 


Marms who formed the advance of Major General 


Pillow’s column. Side by side, amid the storm of 
aitle, the rival colors of the two commands strug- 
led up the steep ascent, entered the fortress, and 


@eached the buildings used as a military college, 


hich «crowned its summit. Here was a short pause; 
but soon the flag of Mexico was lowered, and the 
lars and stripes of our country floated from the 
peights of Cnapultepec high above the heads of the 
brave men who had planted them there. The gal- 
ntNew York regiment claims for their standard 
he honor of being first waved from the battlements 
{ Chapultepec. The veteran Mexican Genera! 


ePravo, with a number cf officers and men, were 


uken prisoners in the castle. They fell into the 
ands of Lieut. Charles Brower, the New York re- 
ment, who reported them to me. The loss of the 
vemy was severe, especially on the eastern side 
djoining the batteries taken. It should also be 
nentioned that, at the assault upon the works, Lieut 
red. Steele, 2d infantry, with a portion of the 
lorming partion, advanced in front of the battertes 
owards the left, there sca‘ed the outer wall through 

breach near the top made by a cannon-shol, as- 
nded the hill directly in his front, and was among 
he first upon the battlements. The young and pro. 
bising Lieut. Levi Gantt, 7th infantry, was of this 
party. He had actively participated in almost every 
alile since the opening of the war, but was destin- 
d here to find a soldier’s grave. 

After giving the necessary directions for the safe- 
eeping of the prisoners taken by my command, and 
tdering the several corps to form near the aque- 
uct, I hastily ascended the Sill for the purpose of 
Connoitering the positions of the enemy in advance 

ae the city. 1 there had the pleasure of meet- 
6 Major General Pillow, who, although seriously 
Ounded, had been carried to the heights to enjoy 


* tiumph in’ which and his brave troops had so 
argely shared. 


jarceiving large bodies of the enemy atthe seve- 
he —— op the direct road leading from Chapul- 
ee 0 the city, by the garita or gate of Belen, my 
a © command, alter being supplied with ammuni- 
ne hat ordered to be put in readiness to march by 
bteet v0 When the batteries were taken, the 
Te ride regiment, which tad been deployed by 
- Seip on the right of his brigade, formed un- 
yy he b sre of the aqueduct in position to advance 
died lapullepec or Tacubaya road. As the 
te er of Gen. Smith’s brigade came up from 
eeprom in reserve, that officer, with his usual 
“ — Caused them to level the parapets and fill 
nem ‘* be which obstructed the road where the 
wad th alleries had been coustructed, so as to 
a8 orde a paséage of the heavy artillery, which 
pon his ™ ae by the general-in-chiet immediately 
hile oe at the batteries. in the meantine, 
7en. Shields, with the assistance of his and 


7 Sail officers, was Causing the dvficisut aumunis 


tion to he supplied, and the troops to he for ned fre 
the advance, Capt. Drum, supported by the rif 
regiment, had taken charge of one of the enemny’- 
pieces, an! was advaneing towards the first battery 
occupied by the enemy on the road towards the city 
in our front. 

The Chapultepec road is a broad avenue, flavked 
with deep ditches and marshy grounds on either side. 
Along the middle of this avenue runs the aquetuct, 
supported by arches of heavy masonry, throngh the 
garitaor gateof Belen into the city. The rifles 
supported by the South Carolina reginent, and fol- 
lowed by the remainder of Smith’s brigade, were 
now advanced, from arch to arch, towards another 
strong battery which had been thrown across the 
road, about a mile from Chapultepec, having four 
embrasures with a redan work en the right. 

Al this point the enemy in considerable force mide 
an obstinate resistance; but, with the aid of the 
effective fire of an 8-inch howitzer directed hy th- 
indefatigabl- Capt. Drum, and the daring bravery of 
the gallant rifle regiment, it «as carried by assau!t 
The column was here reorganized for an atlack 
upon the batteries atthe garita of the city. T 4 
regiment of riflemen, intermingled with the bavo 
nets of the South Carolina regiment, were place: 
in advance—three rifles and three bayonets under 
each arch. They were supported hy the residu~ 
of Shield’s brigade, the 21 Pennsylvania regiment, 
and the remainder of Smith's brigade, together with 
a partof the 6th infantry under Major Bonneville, 
who had fallen into this road. In this order the 
column resolutely advanced, from arch to arch ot 
the aqueduct, under a tremendous fire of ar'illery 
and small arms from the batteries at the Grarita, 
the Paseo, and large body of the enemy on the Pieda‘ 
road to the right, extending from the left of the zarita 

Lieut. Benjamin having brought up a 16-pounder, 
Capt. Drum and his efficient subalterns were pour- 
ing a constant and destructive fire into the garita.— 
As the enfilading fire of the enemy trom the Piedad 
road became very annoying to the advance of the 
column, a few rounds of canister were thrown by 
our artillery in that direction, which effectually 
dispersed them. The whole colu:nn was now under 
a galling fire, but it continued to move forward 
steadily an! firmly. The rifles, well sustained by 
the South Carolinians, gallantly pushed on to the 
attack; and at twenty minutes past one the garita 
was carried and the city of Mexico entered at that 
point. In afew moments nearly the whole com 
mand was compactly up—a large part of it within 
the garita. 


The obstinacy of the defence at the garita may be 
accounted for by our being opposed at that point by 
General Santa Anna in person, who is said tohave 
retreated by the Paseo to the San Cosme ead. there 
to try his fortune against General Worth. 

On our approach to the garita, a body of the 
enemy, who were seen on a cross road threatening 
our left, were dispersed by a brisk fire of artiller 
from the direction of the San Cosme road. I tak: 
pleasure in acknowledging that this seasonabie aii 
came from Lieut. Col Duncan's battery, which had 
been kindly advacced from the San Cosme road in 
that direction by Gen. Worth’s orders. 

Upon the taking of the garita, the riflemen and 
South Carolina regiment rushed forward and occu 
pied the arches of the acqueduct, within a hundred 
yards of the citadel. The ammunition of our heavy 
guns having been expended, a captured 8-pounder 
was turned upon the enemy and served with good 
effect until the ammunition taken with it was also 
expended. The piece, supported by our advance, 
had been run forward in front of the garita. Twice 
had Major Gladden, of the South Carolina regiment, 
furnished additional men to work the gun, when the 
noble and brave Capt. Drum, who, with indomitable 
energy and iron nerve, had directed the artillery 
throughout the trying day, fell mortally wounded 
by the side of his gun. A few moments afterwards, 
Lieut. Benjamin, who had displayed the saine coul 
decided courage, met a similar fate. 

The enemy, now perceiving that our heavy ammu- 
nition had been expended, redoubied their exertious 
to drive us out of the lodgment we had effected. A 
terrific fire of artillery and small arms was opened 
from the citadel, three hundred yards distant, trom 
the batteries on the Paseo and the buildings on vur 
right in front. Amid this ironshower, which swept 
the road on both sides of the acqueduct, it was iu 
possible to bring forward ammunition for our large 
guns. While awaiting the darkness to bring up our 
great guns and place them m battery, the ene ny, 
under cover of their guns, attempted several sallies 
from the citadel and buildings on the right, but were 
readily repulsed by the skirmishing parties of rifles 
and infantry. To prevent our flank from being enfi- 
laded by musketry from the Paseo, Captains Naylor 
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ordered with their companies to a low sand bag de- 
fenve about a hundred yards in that direction. They 
gallantly took the position, and held it in the face of 
a severe fire until the object was attained 

At night the fire of the enemy ceased. Lieutenant 
Tower of the engineers, who before and at the attack 
upon the batteries at Chapultepee had given impor= 
t-nt aid, had been seriously wounded. It was there- 
fore fortunate that, in the commencement of the 
route to the city , Lieut. Beauregard, of engineers, 
joined me. IT was enabled, during the day, to avail 
myself of his valuable service; and, although disa- 
bled for atime by a wound received during the day, 
he superinterdec, during the whole night the erection 
of two batteries within the garita for our heavy guus, 
aod preastwock on our right for infantry, which, 
with his advice, I had determined to construct By 
the indefatigable energy of my acting assistant adju- 
tant general, Lieut. Lovell, my volunteer aid, Capt. 
G. T. M. Davis, and Lieut. H. Brown, 3d artillery, 
the sand bags and ammunition were procured; Lieut. 
Beauregard, assisted by Lieut. Coupe, directing the 
construction. of one battery in person, and Lieut. W. 
H. Wood, 31 infantry, the other. Before the dawn 
of day, by the persevering exertions of Captains 
Fairchild and Taylor, cf the New York regiment, 
who directed the working parties, the parapets were 
completed, and a 24 pounder, an 18 pounder, and 8 
inch howitzer placed in battery by Capt. Sieptoe, 3d 
artillery, who, to my great satisfaction, had rejoined 
my command in the evening. The heavy labor re- 
quired to construct these formidable balteri-s, under 
the very guns of the citadel, was performed with the 
utmost cheerfulness by the gallant men whose strong 
arms and stout hearts had already been tested in two 
days of peril and toil. 


During the night, while at the trenches, Brigadier 
General Pierce—one of whose regiments, (the 9th 
infantry) had joined my column during the day—re- 
ported to me in person. He was instructed to place 
that regiment in reserve at the battery in the rear, 
for the protection of Steptoe’s lizht battery and the 
ammunition at that point. The general hus my 
thanks for his prowpt attention to these orders. 

At dawn of day on the 14th, when Capt Steptoe 
was preparing his heavy missiles, a white flag came 
from the citadel, the bearers of which invited me to 
take possession of this tortress, and gave ine the in- 
telligence that the cily had been abandoned by Santa 
Anni and his army. My whole command was im=- 
mediately ordered under arms. By their own re= 
quest, Lieutenants Lovell and Bearegard were au- 
thorized to go to ‘he citadel, in auv sce, to aeceriain 
the truth of the information. At @ Signai trom the 
ramparts, the column, Gen. Smith’s brigade in front, 
and the South Carolina regiment lefi im garrison at 
the yurita, warched ito the citaue! Having taker 
possession of this work, in which we found 15 pieces 
of cannon mounte? and us many Dol up, with the 
ex‘ensive military armaments «hich it contained, the 
2) Pennsylvania regiwent was lett to garrison l— 
Understanding that great depredailo 8 were going on 
in the palace and punlie butidings, | «.oveu the col. 
umn in that direction tn the same order, followed by 
Cay. Steptoe’s light dattery, through the principal 
streets into the great Piaza, wiere ii was for.ed in 
front of the National Palace. Capt. Roverts, of the 
rifle regiment, who had led the advance ¢ upany of 
the storming marty at Chapultepec, aud had greatly 
distinguished himselfduring the preceding cay, was 
detailed by me to plant the star spangled banner of 
our country upon the National Palace. The fog, 
the first strange ba ner which had ever waved over 
that palace since the conquest of Cortez, was dispiay- 
ed and saluted with enthusiasin by the whule com— 
wand. The palace, already crowded with Mexican 
thieves ann robbers, was placed m charge ot Lieut. 
Col. Watsun, with tis vattalion of marines. By tis 
aclive exertions it was soon cleared and guarded 
from further spoliation. 

On our first arriv i inthe plaza, Lieut. Besurega-d 
was dispatched to report the facts to the geveral in 
chiel who was expected lo enter tue cit) by ine Al- 
ameda, with the column under Gen. Woria. About 
8 o’cluck ihe gen rai in chief arrivea iv the piaza, 
und = usteceived avd greeted wilh enthusiasm by ihe 
itroops. The pepuiace, who tad begun vo be turbu- 
| Jeut taut: ediately alier our ariival im the plaza, ap- 
|; peared tor & time to be checked; oul, in one hour 
| aller wards, a8 our troops began tu disperse fur quar- 
ters, they were fired vpon from the tops of bouses 
aid windows. ‘This cont:nued that day aeu succee— 
ding, until, by the timely and vigorous measures 
ud: pted by the general in chief, the disturbances were 
quelled. 

‘Two detachments from my commend, not hereto~ 
fore mentioned in this report, should be noticed. 
| Capt. Gallagher and Lieut. Reid, who, with their 


| companies vt N. York volunteers, bad been detailed 
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support of our battery No. 2, well performed this 
service. The former, by the orders of Capt. Huger, 
was detained at that battery during the storming of 
Chapultepec. The latter a brave and energetic young 
officer, being relieved from the battery on the advance 
to the castle, hastened to the assault, and was among 
the first to ascend the crest of the hill, and was se- 
verely wounded. 

In all the operations of the several corps under my 
command, to which this report refers, it gives me 
great pleasure to testify to the devoted courage with 


which they face every danger, and the cheerfulness | 


and alacrity with which thcy met every toil and ex- 
posure. A simple narrative of these military events 
crowned as they were with complete success, is a 
higher compliment than any expressions of my opir- 
ion can bestow upon the genera! good conduct of the 
storming. 

l have already alluded to the gallant conduct of 
the stor ning parties. They deserve the highest 
commendation. The losses sustained by Capt Drum’s 
heroic little band of artillerists from the 4th artillery, 
evince their exposure during the day. I do them, 
officers and inen, but juatice when | add that no en- 
comium upon their conduct and skill would be mis- 
placed. 

This report has already shown the prominent part 
taken by the regiment of riflemen under comman-. of 
the brave and intrepid Major Loring, who fell se- 
verely wounded by my side, while receiving orders 
for the final charge upon the garita. After the ta- 
king of the batteries at Chapultepec, in which por- 
tions of this corps took an active part, this efficient 
and splendid regiment were employed as sharpshoo- 
ters in the advance, through the arches of the acque- 
duct, when their services were invaluable. My only 
concern was to restrain their daring impetuosity. 

The gallant and unassuming Palmetto regiment, 
which had charged up the ascent of Chapultepec, 
without firmg a gun, was also employed to support 
and aid of the rifles. In this service their loss was 
severe. Among others, their brave and efficient 
commander, Maj or Glauden, was severely wounded, 
and Lieuts. J. B. Moraigne and Wm. Canty killed. — 
But they well sustained the reputation they had ac— 
quired at Vera Cruz, Contreras, and Churubusco. 

For the admirable conduct of the other corps of 
my command, | refer to the reports of Brig. General 
Shields and Smith, and of Lieut. Col. Geary. The 
reports herewith transmitted show that, in my whole 
command, 8 officers and 69 ven commissioned officers 
and privates were killed, and four hundred and filty 
four officers and men were wounded, and ome men 
missing; making total of casnalities five hundred and 
forty, besides those in ihe 9th regiment of infantry, 
while under my comiand, not reported to me. 

Brig. Gen. Shields had svulicited trom me the com- 
mand of the storming parties in the morning of the 
18th. Not feeling justified in permitting so great an 
exposure of an officer of this rank with an inadequate 
command, and requiring bis invaluable services with 
his brigade, the application was declined. Un il carri- 
ed from the field, the night of tbe 13th in consequence 
of the severe wound received in ibe morning, he was 
conspicuous for hrs gallantry, energy, aod skill. Lo 
Brevet Brig. Gen. Swith who was ever cool, unem- 
barrassed, and ready, udder the trying exposures of 
the day, | found an able and most effivicut supporter. 
Lieut. Coionel Geary, who, in the tiiness of Colonel 
Rovers, cowmanded the 2d Pevusyivania regiment, 
constituting the 2d urigade of my divisicn, was 
wounded before the wails of Chapultepec at the head 
of his corps, but svon resumed command and render. 
ed good service. 


To Majs. Loring and Dimick, and Capis. Simonson 
and Alexander, commanders ol regiments ia Saith’s 
brigade, Licut. Cul. Watson, Majors Gladden and 
Burnbain, and Capt. Donovan, commanders 10 
Shield’s Lrigade; aud to Major Brindle, who jor a 
time commanded his regiment, | am indebted for the 
active and fearless discharge of their duties in the 
direction of the operations of their respective corps 
while under their orders. 

Of the stormivg parties, in addition to those already 
named in this report, Capt. Voodoins, 3d ivfantry— 
Lt. Hill, 4th artillery; Lieut. Westcott, 2d intantry; 
Lieut. Stewart, of the rifles; Lieutenat Harper, let | 
artiliery; Capt. Reynolds, of murines; Capt. Miller, 
2d Pennsylvania regiment; Lieut. Ball, South Caro- 
lina battalion; and Lieut. Woit, 2U Pennsylvania re- 
giment, were uighly distinguished lor their gallantry. 
Capts. Backenstos, Porter, and fucker, Lieutevants 
Morris, Hatch, ond Gran-er, of ine rifles; Capts. 
Blanding, Desaussure Marshall, and Lieuts. Seileck, 
Lilly, and May, of the South Carolina regiment— 
Adjutant Baker, of the marines; Lieut. F. J. Porter, 
4th ertiliery; aud Lieut. Hare, 2d Pepnsyivania re- 
giment, Whose conduct happened to fail under my 
own eye, were conspicuous for their bravery and et. 


of brigades, the following officers are named with 
high credit; Capts. Barclay and Pierson, New York 
regiment; Lieuts. McLean, Russel, and Gibbs, of the 
rifles; and Lieut. Sheppard, 3d infantry; Surgeons 
Edwards, of marines, and McMillan, 2d Pennsylvania 
regiment; and Assistant Surgeons McSherry and 
Bower, engaged in division hospital, deserve all 
praise for their attention to the wounded. 

I take great pleasure, by extending my cordial 
concurrence in the high commendation bestowed in 
the official reports of their respective chiefs upon the 
good conduct of Captain F. N. Page and Lieut R. P. 
Hammand, aids, both of Gen. Shield’s staff; and Lt 
Ear! Van Dorn, aid to Gen. Sinith. 

I have before noticed the valuable services of Lts. 
Beauregard and Tower of the engineers. A draught 
of the field of operations, planned by the latter gen- 
tleman, accompanies this report. : 

Under the Jate orders a list of the non commissioned 
officers and privates of the command under my 
orders, who have been conspicuous for their services 
in the Jate actions, is transmitted. 

I close this report with presenting to the notice of 
the Generel in the ehief the important services aad 
excellent conduct of my persona! staff. From the 
commence nent of our movements, my aid and acting 
assist. adjutant general, Lieut. Mansfield Lovell, 4th 
artillery, was entrusted with the most responsible 
and arduous duties, and exposed frequently to im- 
minent danger and severe fatigue. These duties were 
all fearlessly, cheerfully, and prowmptly performed, 
with a judgment and skill that promises the highest 
distinction in his profession. Although his arm was 
disabled by a wound received at the garita,. he re- 
mained to the last in the active performance of his, 
duties. The distribution of my command also impo 
sed upon my aid, Lieut. C. M. Wilcox, 7th infantry, 
dangerous duties. These were performed by him 
promptly and efficiently, facing danger fearlessly 
wherever his duty called him. Capt. G. T.M. Davis, 
late of the 4st Illinois regiment, and Capt. Dunley, 
late of the Arkansas cavalry, acted as volunteer aids. 
The former was actively and constuntly engaged in 
every part of the field, conveying ty orders, and 
bringing up am.wunition and supplies. The latter, 
afier having conveyed wy orders to the volunteer 
regiments through a galling fire, was severely woun- 
ded while resuming his position near me in front of 
the first battery on the Ghapultepee road. Both o: 
these gentlemen acted with distinguished galianiry. 

Transmitting herewith a report of my division ov 
ihe morning of the 18th, and lists of the killed anu 
wounded, | have the honor ty remain, very respect- 
fuiiy, your obedient servant, 

J. A. QUITMAN, 
Major General U.S. army, commanding vol. 
division, Capt. H. L. Scott, 
A. A. Adjutant General, Mexico. 


REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL TWIGGS. 


Headquarters 2d division of regulars. 
City of Mexico, September 21, 1847. 

Sia: For the intorimation of the general in chief | 
have the honor to wake the following report of the 
part taken by my division in the reduction of the 
city of Mexico and. its contiguous works. 

On the 7th instant Riley’s brigade, composed of 
the 4th artillery, the 2c and 7th infantry, was, by 


the general’s orders, thrown in advance of Pillow’s 


division on the San Angel road, to watch and keep 
in check any force frou the city in that direction.— 
On the following day this brigade was the reserve at 
the battle of Molinu dei Rey; after which it assumed 
its post on the San Angel road, and was joined on the 
afternoon of the llth by S.nith’s brigade, (composed 
of the mounted rifles, the Ist artillery, and 3d infan- 
iry,) aud Taylor aad Steptoe’s batteries. Steptoe’s 
12 pounder battery was piaced in position during the 
night of the Lith, and by daylight in the morning was 
enabled to open on the enemy’s baltcries, situated at 
the garita in the San Antonio road; and between that 
and the San Angel road the firing was kept up briskly 
during the day 2n both sides, with but iil‘te juss to us, 
who were protected by a good temporary breastwork, 
On the morning of the 13th the firing was renewed 
with great spirit, which compelied the enemy to 
withdraw his guns from the garita, within the pro- 
tection of the cily walls. 

Smitu’s brigade was now ordered to proceed in the 
directuion of Chapultepec, and support one of the 
columus of attack, cowmanded by Major General 
Quitman. With the stormers from iy division in 
front of the road, the altacking column on the left 
aud Smith’s brigade ou the right ol il, tne force ad- 
vanced in the face of a well directed fire from a bat- 
lery at the base ol Chapultepec, near a puint where 
the acquednct leaves it, and also from muskelry siel- 
tered vy the acqueduct, and by breastworks across 
aod on each side of tue road. When within charging 
distance, the slormers, with the assistunee vi. the 
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right of S nith’s brigade, which had been 
forward toward the acqueduct, rushed on the e 
guns, drove off or killed the cannoniers and a 
possession of this strong point. Smith’, b 00g 
having advanced three companies of mounted rife 
considerably to its right, to protect the right of Q,: 
man’s division, they were found near the first b Quit 
when the stormers were about attacking, and attery 
thus enabled to enter with the advunce. Th wery 
gade pushed on and captured a second batter om 
rear of the first when several guns and many ‘8 thy 
were taken; after some brisk skirmishing, the — 
was finally driven from every point on the east rm 
hill, and were pursned on the San Cosme road « 
distance by the storming party, under the porn 
of Capt. Paul, 7th infantry; this party havin Fei 
overtaken by the Ist division, and their specific qy; 
as stormors having been accomplished, were orje 
to return and rejoin their respective regiments ; 

Early in the action Captain Casey, 2d infantry, wh 
commanded the storming party from my division, y,, 
severely wounded, and obliged to retire. The ~ " 
mand devolving upon Captain Paul, 7th infantry 
Lieut. Gantt, 7th infantry, with a portion of the 
party, was ordered to cross the ditch on the lett of 
the road, and proceed further to the deft of the bare 
of Chapultepec, and, by scaling the wall, gain ada, 
tance to the body of the work. This Gallant officer 
was shot dead at the head of his men; the command 
ofhis party devolving upon Lieut. Steele, 2d infan 
who led his men on with intrepidity aud success, 1 
much cannot be said in praise of the officers and eg 
who composed this storming force, with Capt. Py 
in command, ably and gallantry supported by Capi, 
Roberts, of the mounted rifles; Capt. Dobbing 44 
infantry; Lieut. Richardson 3d infantry; Lieutenay 
Westcott, 2d infantry; Lieut. Hill, 4th artillery 
Lieut. Bee, 3d infantry; Lieut. Steele, 3: infantry 
Lieut. Steuart, mounted rifles; ana Lieut. De Rusey, 
4th artillery, the party advaiced without a falter « 
a check. 


Sipith’s brigade—the riflemen leading, supported 
by an 8S inch howitzer, in charge of the late an 
gallant Capt. Drum, 4ih artillery—carried a battery 
near the Casa Colorada, half way to the garita on 
the Chapultepee road. The command was her 
reorganized by the senior officer, Major General 
Qiitman, with the mounted riflemen again in the 
advance, supported by the South Carolina regimen; 
the remainder of S .ith’s brigade being in reserve- 
and charged the battery at the garata; the resery 
pushing up, arrived at the battery at the same mo- 
ment with the advance, and entered the city al 2) 
minutes past 1 o’clock P.M. The brigade occupied 
buildings within the city during the night, and the 
evemy having in the mean time abandoned the cily, 
our forces took possession of 1t op the morning of the 
14th. Our national colors were planted on the ei- 
emy’s palace by a nou commissioned offizer of the 
mounted rifles at 7 o’cluck A. M. 

Until late in the afternoon of the 13ih, Riley's 
brigade, with Steptoe’s and laylor’s batteries, wert 
kept in the Piedad road to watch the enemy in thal 
quarter. It formed a juocti o with the Ist division 
on the San Cosme road early in the night of the [9b 

For more minute information as to the operalioii 
themselves, and as to the cfficers and men parlict- 
larly distinguished on these several occasious, | wil 
respectiuliy reter the general in chiel to the acco» 
panying report of Brig. Gen. Sinith, whe so aul 
commanded the brigade in action. 

Lists of the killed, wounded, and missing batt 
already been furnished. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yout 


obedient servant, 
D. E. TWIGGS, 
Birg. Gen. U.S. A., commanding 2d division 
To Capt. H. L. Scort, A. A. G. 
Headquarthrs of the army, City of Mexico. 
Headquarters, second regiment dragoons, 
Tacubaya, Sept. 9, 184) 

Sir: | have the honor to report that, in cumplianct 
with the orders ef Major Gen. Worth, | joined bi 
division yesterday moruing in the attack ou the foul” 
dry near Chapultepec. 

My command consisted of six troops of the 24 
uragoons, under the command of Lieut. C. D. Wil 
liams, 3d dragoons, and Capt. Rutf’s compl) 0 
mounted riflemen—in ail about 270 men. My onde 
were to take a position of the teft of our 138" 
hold in check the enemy’s cavairy, and lo give’ 
biow (o their borse or foot, if an opportunily sou 
offer. ln taking up my position, 1 was compe! 
lo pass wilhin pistol, shot of a large body oe 
enemy, who were protected by a ditch and we 
works. this exposure of my command was enlif 
ly unavoidable, 1a consequen.e of a dee) ditch 
my leit, which it was impossible to cross, untt 
got close to their line; aud 1 could not pause a 
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1, as a very large body of the enemy’s caval- 
as advancing towards the left of our line. After 

ry Mee through this fire, and crossing a ravine, I 
od my command in line facing the enemy’s ca- 
valry, on which they halted, and shortly afterwards 


ret continued to hold my command on the left fank 
four tine, until the enemy’s infantry broke and re- 
fired—changing my position from time to time, in 
si to face their cavalry whenever they advanced. 
‘ ahanld have joined in the pursuit of their infantry 
shen they broke; but, in doing this, J should have 
uncovered our left, and their large cavalry force was 
still maintaining @ menacing attitude, covered and 
protected as it was, by a large hacienda filled with 


troops: i 

My loss, in passing their line of fire, way very se- 
vere—viz: 5 Officers and 33 soldiers wounded, and 
¢ soldiers killed; 27 horses killed, and 77 wounded. 
Cpt. Ker, of the 2d dragoons, Ist Lieut. Walker, of 
the rifles, and 2d Lieuts. Smith and Tree, of the 2d 
dragoovs, and Qd Lieut. C. D. Williams, of the 3d 
dragoons, were wounded; but, f am happy to say not 
dangerously. 

My officers and men maintained their character 
for steadiness and confidence throughout the action. 
They all did well; but I must notice, in particular, 
the successful efforts of Captain Hardee in main 
taining order in his squadron during the many evolu- 
tions that it was necessary to make with great rapi 
dity. Ihave also to state that Assistant Surgeon 
Barnes was very assiduous in his duties, and took 
such messures that our wounded men received 
prompt attention. 1 have also the pleasure to report 
that | received effective aid from my adjutant, Lieut. 
Oakes. 


Lieutenant Colonel Moore, of the 3d dragoons, 
joined me after the action commenced, and did me 
the great favor to abstain from assuming the com- 
mand. His presence, however, was of great service 
to me, ard his example, of the most perfect cool- 
ness under fire, had a favorable influence upon my 
ommand. 


Col. Harney, who was quite unwell, also came 
upon the field during the action, ard, after observing 
my measures for some time, expressed himself satis- 
fied with them, and said to me that he would not as- 
ane the command; for which I am deeply obliged 
D Him. 

1 enclose the list of killed and wounded. 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 

E. V. SUMNER, 
Major, 2d dragoons commanding regiment. 


pgCap!. W. W. Mackail, assistant adjutant general Ist 
| divisivn. 


Stege-train camp, 
Tacubaya, ( Mexice,) Sept. 9, 1847. 
Sir: In obedience to your instructions, | moved 
at 3, A. M., on the 8th of September, with two 24 
pounder siege guns supported by the light battalion 
of the Ist d:vision, and was placed by Lieut. Col. 
Vuncan on the plain, about 606 yards from the build- 
ng called Molino dei Rey, (supposed to be a foun- 
Ury,) which I was directed to batter. At daylight we 
opened a fire from these two guns upon the building 
With good effect, and fired about ten rounds from 
Meech piece, when our infantry, having reached the 
rot of the building, the firing of the 24 pounders 
a8 discontinued. After the infantry had captured 
he batteries of the enemy, and occupied the build- 
ngs, | received orders to advance to the left of our 
ie, lo drive off the enemy, who were in great force 
D that direction. On arriving at that point, | re- 
ae Jour personal order to remove one gun to the 
~ ry, which was immediately despatched in 
. ye Lieut. Stone—the other piece remaining 
~ th pusition in charge of Lieut. Hagner, who 
eeal 1h great precision and effect at the Mexican 
or n our leit, and caused them to retire. When 
; iMited supply of ammunition was ex pended, his 
0 Was withdrawn. 
ir a Situ, Stone got into position near the foun- 
ok 8 force of the enemy advanced (rom Cha- 
a ies Saag a $mali fieid piece Captain Drum had 
nfantr 27 With only a small supporting force of 
d the A lew rounds from the 24 pounder caus- 
0 _—— forces to retire; ana Lieut, Stone 
cam ee position, and fired his gun with great 
we o precision whenever ihe enemy appear- 
le ortol Chapultepec firing upon him all the 
i. ” abe relurued to camp, and brought out a 
Dstrucue ol ammunition, when 1 received your 
pe coe Hot to fire at the fort of Chapultepec, 
Docs, uraw Lie guns, and remove the captured 
«hg Ouud ou the grouad 6 pounders, wiihout 
Demy by Le 0i which baud been used against the 
mine 94 ‘eul. Peck, of the Qd artillery.) As soon 
“* pounders had been withdrawn ifou the 
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ground, [ sent Lieut. hagner with their limbers, and 
removed the two captured 6 pounders. 

By your direction, I furnished horses and drivers 
(from the siege train) to Capt. Drum, 4th artillery, 
for the two light 6 pounder guns he recaptured from 
the enemy at Contreras, (those taken by them at 
Buena Vista,) and instructed him to report to Col. 
Garland. Capt. Drum will make a special report of 
his operations; but, as I was present with him part 
of the time, | must be allowed to say, that never 
were pieces served with betler judgment and effect. 
Of Lieut. Hagner, commanding the siege train com 

pany, who, by his untiring industry and exertions, 
has kept the siege battery in the most perfect order 
and of Lieut. Stone and the non commissioned offi- 
cers and men of the siege train, | cannot speak in 
too high terms; they performed their duty well. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. HUGER, 
Captain, acting chief of ordnance. 
To Maj. Gen. Worth, comd’g Ist division. 
{Without date.) 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following re- 

port of the duties performed by my command, during 
the operations against Chapultepec and the city of 
Mexico, on the 13th and 14th inst. 
* On the 10th, I was ordered by the general-in-chief 
to proceed to Mixcoac with the 2! battalion of ca- 
valry, to take command of the troops at that place, 
and make such dispositions as would enable me to 
protect the depots and hospitals collected there 
against the large forces of the enemy, known to be 
outside of the city. 

I found the post occupied by Lieu!. Col. Bonham, 
12 infantry, with four weak companies of his regi- 
ment—one company of mounted rifles, one of the 
3d, and ove of the 7th infantry; in all jess than 300 
effective men—which, added to those | had brought 
with me, made a force of near 500 men, with which 
to guard a large body of Mexican prisoners, and pro- 
tect the hospitals and depots of ordnance and provi- 
sions. 1 immediately put in requisition every means 
in my power that would increase the strength of the 
place—manning some of the captured pieces of artil- 
lery with such soldiers and teamsters as had any 
knowledge of artillery practice, and enrolling all 
camp followers not in government employ. These 
precautions were useless as the enemy did not see 
fit to give my small command an opportunity of com- 
peting with their companions in arms in gallant 
achievements. 

The Ist battalion of cavalry, 1 have pleasure in 
stating, were actively employed under the command 
of Maj. Sumner; to whose report, which is herewith 
transmitted, | beg leave to refer you for their opera- 
lions. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servaut, 

WM. S. HARNEY, 
Colone! commanding brigade. 
To Capt. H. L. Scott, A. A. A. general. 


City of Mexico, September 15, 1847. 

Sir: On the nighi of the 11th instant, 1 was or- 
dered by the general in chief, at Tacubaya, to take 
command of ali the dragoons then at that place, 
and to hold them in readiness for immediate action. 
‘This order added F company, lst dragoons, to my 
own command of six companies of the 2d dragoons 
and one company of mounted rifles. In the course 
of that night, 1 received an order to march at day- 
break, to cover the left of General Pillow’s line, 
who was to make a demonstration on the plain at 
Molino de} Rey during the bombardwent of Chapul- 
tepec. 


1 took my position accordingly, and remained sta- 
\ionary for most of the day. The enemy appeared 
in force on our jeft, boih horse and foot, but made 
no forward movement. On the night of the 12th, | 
was ordered to report at general headquarters at 7 
o’clock on ‘he next morning, ard, at that time, | 
was ordered to support Gen. Quitman’s attack on the 
right. After reporting to bim, aud while awaiting his 
vrders, 1 received an order from the general in ciel 
to move to the left of Chapultepec and report to Way. 
Gen. Worth, who was operating in that quarter.— 
Gen. Worth ordered me to watch closely the move- 
ments of a large Mexican jorce kuown to be in the 
rear of our jelt. While moving to the leli, in com- 
phance with this order, wy command was exposed 
io a shower of shelis thrown from Chapuiiepec, 
which unhorsed several men, and wounded a few 
mep and horses, but, most fortunately, did no serious 
mischief. 

| iound the enemy drawn up in large force, and [ 
immediately formed my small command facing them, 
and remained there until the custle of Chapultepec 
was carried. 1 was then ordered, by Gen. Worth, 
to join him in pursuit of the fugitives, and I con 
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chief, to return and protect Tacubaya from any 
attempt that might be made upon it by the enemy, 
ogi our army was engaged at the gates of the 
city. 

On the morning of the 14th,I was ordered to 
march into the city with the general in chief; and 
during the street fight, on that day, four of my com- 
panies were more or less engaged, and [ lost several 
horses and had one man (Sergeant Kaminsky) killed, 
and several slightly wounded. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most ob’t serv’t, 
E. V. SUMNER, 
Major 2d dragoons, commanding. 


Lieut. Wm. Steele, acting adjutant general, cavalry 
brigade. 


Headquarters second brigade, 
Mexico, Sept. 23, 1847. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that, in accordance 
with the instructions of the brigadier general com- 
manding the division, my brigade, under the imme- 
diate command of Lieut. Col. Piympton, 7th infan- 
try, moved from Coyoacan on the evening of the 7th 
instant, and took up a position pear the San Angel 
road, and about two miles south of the garita, at the 
junction of the Tacubaya and Piedad, causeways. 
On the morning of the foilowing day, in obedience 
to instructions from Major General Pillow, com- 
manding the forces advanced in this direction, the 
brgade marched to the field of Molino del Rey, 
at which place | joined it, and was for several hours 
engaged in covering the removal of the killed and 


= and captured ammunition from the battle 
eld. 


While so occupied, the 2d insantry—temporarily 
under the orders of Brig. Gen. Pierce—became en- 
gaged with ihe cuemy’s skirmishers at the foot of 
Chapultepec. In the afternoon the position of the 
previous night was re-occupied.. On the morning of 
the 9th, under instructions from Maj. Gen. Pillow, 
the brigade occupied a position in and to the right of 
the Piedad village, in observation of the enemy’s 
works, on the San Antonio and San Angel roads, 
which was retained under his orders uuiil the briga- 
dier general commanding the division arrived, on the 
evening of the 11th. On the morning of the 12th, 
the brigade supported Steptoe’s battery in the de- 
monstration made against the garita of Candelaria. 
In the afternoon of that day it furnished seven off- 
cers—Lieutenants Hill and DeRussy, 41h artiller 
Captain Casey, Lieutenants Westcott and Steele, | 
infantry, Captain Paul, and Lieut. Gantt, 7th infan- 
try—and 125 rank and file, tor the storming of Cha- 
pultepec. 

The stormers were actively engaged in the glori- 
ous assault upon the works of the castle of Chapul- 
tepec on the morning of the 13th, and lost more than 
one fourth of that number in killed and wounded— 
among the former, Lieut. Gantt, a promising and 
gallant officer of tue 7th infaniry; and among the 
latter, Capt. Casey, of the 2d. In the afternoon of 
that day the 4th artillery was detached for the pur- 
pose of making a diversion on the Piedad causeway 
but was recalied when the brigade was ordered to 
march for the garita of San Cosme. On reaching 
this point late in the evening, | reported to Major 
General Worth, commanding the attack m that 
quarter, and on the morning of the 14th marched 
with his division into the city of Mexico, Soon 
after entering the city, the 2d infantry was detach- 
ed; and while absent, was actively engaged for se- 
vera! hours with a Jarge Mexican force in the south- 
ern part of the city, suffering a considerabie joss 
and wiflicting a very severe one on the enemy.— 
With (he remainder of my brigade, under instruc- 
tions from Major General Worth, 1 occupied the 
Carcel, near the ‘l'acubaya garita, unti late in the 
eveni.g, When orders were received tu report to the 
brigadier general commanding tie division in the 
Plaza Mayor. 

For the details of these operations, reference is 
respectiully made to the re ports of subordinate 
comianders, copies of which are herewith submit- 
ied. 

it gives me pleasure to repeat here the commen- 
dations bestowed in former reports, and to express 
to the officers avd men of my command my worwest 
hanks for the zea! aud gallaniry and good conduct 
evinced by thew in the different positions occupied 
by the Origade as a reserve, as Supporting, anu by a 
portion Oi 1 as an attacking piece. 

My staff officers—aided by Captain McCleilan, 
lopographical engineers, and Lieut. Westcott, 2u in- 
laniry, a3 volunteer aids—were actively engaged in 
ihe performance of their appropriate duties, 

| remain, sir, very respectfully, your ob’t sery’t, 

P. B. RILEY, 
Brevet Col. commandin, 2d brigade. 








tinued wilk Dim until ordered, by the general wn | 








To First Lieut. W. 5S. Brooks, A. A. A. General, 2d 
uiva ivf. 
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FOREIGN. 





The steamer Acadia left Liverpool on the 4th, 


and reached Boston via Halifax on the 20th, bring- 


ing European advices eleven days later than pre- 
viously received. 

The Hibernia reached Liverpool on the 28th, in 
12 days from Boston The Caladonia, froin Boston 
left Halifax before the Hibernia, 

The packet ship Henry Clay. reached Liverpool 
the 25th ult., in 15 days from N. York. The Milton, 
with 177 tons of ice from Boston was at Liverpool. 

The French steamer la Duchess d’Orleans, which 
sailed from New York on the 6th October, reached 
Havre on the 26th. The French steamer Union 
from New York, at Cherbourg, experienced two 
severe gales on her passage, one off Newfoundland, 
which lasted five days, the seco:d off the Az>res, 
during which the boiler burst, and the machinery 
was much damaged: 

The Sarah Sands is not to sail till January. 

The London Morning Chronicle, of the Ist inst., 
contains the following: **The line of steamers be- 
tween New York and Bremen wiil, in all probabil- 
ity, be discontinued, as the returns do not cover the 
expenses, and competition against the Havre and 
Liverpoo! lines is in vam.” This we take to bea 
fabrication of Britixh manufacture, which they 
would deem tobe ‘all fair in trade.” 

Ap important alteration in the steam communica- 
tion between England and the West Indies andgN 
Orleans, commence on the 2d November, when, for 
the first time, the Royal mail steamer Jett North- 
ampton on her new route. <iail bags were made 
up, and a mail will be sent regularly, hereafter on 
the second day of every month to New Orleans; 
the postage on single ictters will be the same as that 
now charged via Halifax, nainely, one shilling ster- 
ling each. 

Tue Union, a French steamer, on her late passage 
from New York to Cherbourg, experierced two severe 
gales—one off Newfoundland, which lasted five days, 
and the second off the Azores, during which the boiler 
bursted, and the machinery was much damaged: but no 
lives were lost. 


We have condensed and thrown into the article 
under the head of “Financial Crisis,” in this number, 
the substance of much that the papers by the Aca- 
dia detail. 

MONEY MATTERS. 

The formidable list of additional failures announc- 
ed between the 23d of October, when the Caledo- 
nia left, and the sailing of the Acadia on the 4th of 
November, sufficiently indicates the continuance of 
monetary distress in that direction. Several banks 
have failed in different parts of the country. The 
North and South Wales Bank at Liverpool, having 
numerous branches in the principality, has succumbed 
under the influence of a mischievous report, which 
caused a run upon the bank. The Salisbury Bank, 
the Shaftesbury, and the Shrewsbury Bank have also 
stopped payment. 

‘}he oratts of the largest bank in India, the Usio 
Bark of Caleutta, have been refused acceptance. 

A letter dat d Nov. 3d, says:— 

*J'o-morrow is expected to be a very gloomy day 
in the city circles as a vast number of bills fatl due on 
the 4th of this month, and as it is still almo-t impos 
sible to obiain discounts of farther extensions, it ts 
believed that several failures will be announced on 
the Sth. 

‘The pressure is now extending among the s:naller 
class of traders in the metropolis and throughout the 
country. Last pignt’s Gazeffe contains no less than 
ninety one names in the bist of bankrupts, and this 
list eludes only the bankrupts from Friday, the 
29ih, to Tuesday, the Qd. 

The accounts from the provinces, received in town 
to-day, are gloomy. The sluppage of two or three 
banks ts spoken of ” 

Speaking of the balance she. ts of several of the 
houses that have recently fated, the Times says poth- 
ing more disgraceful to the nation and merchant prin- 
ces, as they are called, ever uppeared in the public 
journals of England. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The alarming state of the money market, and the 
still more alarming condition of Ireland, had induc- 
ed the ministers to call parliament to sssembie on 
the 18th November, two months earlir than was in- 
tended. As it is a new parliament and will have a 
speaker to elect, the Queen’s speech it is said, will 
not be delivered until the 23d. 

The state of trade generally is represented to be 
very gloomy. 
Manchester are without the means of employment. | 


Rumors of a threatened outbreak had occasioned a | relaxed are more stringent than ever. 


other purposes whatever. 





est distress prevails in the manufacturing districts, 
as well as in the commercial circles. 
THE LONDON PRESS ON THE ABANDONMENT OF THE 
BANK CHARTER. 

The London Times was taken all aback by this move. 
It confessed ‘no little embarrassment,” though it still saw 
no reason to change the opinions it had previously ex- 

ressed ;—and it appealed to the common “law of results, 
to which journalists and chancellors of the exchequer 
are alike amenable.” There was no danger of ils pres- 


would be only too happy,should the verdiet go against 
them, to recal it totheir memory.” The measure, i said 
was a “remedy for a temporary panic. not for a real, a 
permanent and increasing pressure.” ‘There existed, 
besides the panic, a pressure which was real and would 
last, because its causes were still in operation. These 
canszes the Times thus sets forth:— 

“Tt is almost forbidden to speak of railway’s potatoes, 
and cotton, toears polite. We mention them not for the 
sake of the past, but just to remind people of two impor- 
tant facts, first that through the vast increase of our im- 
ports and diminution of our exports, we are at this m»- 
ment rather deep in the books of the foreigner; secondly, 
that imports are likely to continue very great, and ex: 
ports are certain to remain very low. ‘This condition of 
affairs can only lead to one possible result, —the same as 
that which would infallibly happen to the journeyman 
who should go on importing i:.to his tenement meat drink 
and clothing, tothe value of thirty shillings a week, all 
the time only exporting work to no greater amount than 
twenty five shi'lings. His capital, if he had any, vould 
suffer a continual drain. Such is the drain before us.” 

The Témes then refers tothe history of the panic and 
thinks that the ministerial measure in question will ‘allay 
the panic and increase the pressure.” The Bank Charter 
Act is virtually surrendered. Government comes for 
ward as a great money lender, and proposes to bolster 
up the cridit of the country by increasing the circulation, 
which, the ‘Times says, is impossible. 

In a subsequent a day or two after, the Times re- 
marked: “All this immense and unbounded satisfac- 
| tion is for no substantial benefit whatever, but sim- 
| ply because the chancellor of the exchequer promis- 
es credit. ‘‘That is enough. The position of the 
country is not a bit better of to-day than it was on 
Saturday. There is no assignable improvement of 
wealth, condition, powers, or resources.”’ It illus- 
trates its position thus: 

“A measure such as that which has just been sus- 
pended represents only that moral control which a 
strong-minded man will exercise over his runaway, 
or, to use the modern term, his ‘“go-a-head” appe- 
tites. A man with some scrupies imposes a law on 
himself, a limit beyond which he wil: not transgress. 
He is tempted, excited, bewildered, ashamed. At 
last he gives up his principle. He feels an immedi- 
ate liberation. He is now at large. He can do as 
he likes He is no longer the slave of discretion. 
This is all that the nation has to boast of. 


given way. Thereat ambition, covetousness, and al] 
more fiery impulses greatly rejoice. It is the confi- 
dence of intoxication, and amounts to nothing but 
‘Thank God, I have a better opinion of mysé}f than 
I had a year since.” We have not the Jeast desire 
to mingle in such rejoicing. On unquestionable 
grounds we fear that the capabilities of this country 
are a good deal worse just now than they have becn 
this twelvemonth.” 

The Daily News says that the people would err 
grievously who should calculate that “we are re- 
turning again, all at once, to the flourishing times of 
1845. We are coming now to a sober state of 
affairs—nothing more. The country has much tri- 
‘ bulation yet to go through.” 
The Morning Post says that the pressure is not 
over, and “what has already taken place is as no- 
thing as to what is coming.” 

The Herald says that the panic of 1825 had not 
all the fearful accompaniments of the present long- 
continued pressure. The journals speaks of the ac- 
tual position of the Bank of England. It requires a 
stock of four millions of bank notes, but on the 23d 
the whole of its stock was reduced to only £1,547,- 
270! Thus it was clear that a few days would have 
brought the whole establishment to a stand-still, with 
no bank notes for either discounts, advanses, or any 
To have left things to 


ent dissent being forgotten; I had ‘plenty of neighbers who | 


The con- | 
'science of the nation, the high controling power, has | 
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longer by any person intending to prosecute a 
lar business with the proceeds, and the result 
be that everything willbe brought toa stand — 
already the case with the cotton trade. die 

From the manufacturing districts loud complaj 
‘reach the metropolis. The government oe 
, gives no satisfaction. ~ 
The Manchester Guardian, which occupies the 
sition out of London, as the Times does in Lond 
| Says, that before six months shall have passeq rte, 

shall have occasion to recognise as its results evik 
of greater magnitude, and difficulties of increased 
intensity.” 

The Daily News, which is a liberal Paper, ref. 
ring to the government measure, says, that oe 
things so monstrous will be recorded in history tid 
the monstrosity is not the fault of the Bovernmens 
but of the law which fetters it, and which, in dis. 
tressing the country, has disgraced the Bovernmeys 
Qe the bank into this measure. [ 

he Morning Herald says that no progre 
been made in the ladiorssian of er Ric woe 
facilitate accommodation beyond the immediate cop 
nection of the banks; indeed, ‘it is pertectly vain 
to look for discounts beyond these circles, and hence 
an immense mass of bills of exchange is for gij 
present purposes, like mere waste paper.” [i cali; 
the measure “aburlesq ie upon the terin relief,” and 
is the term “eight per cent.” interest for accommo. 
dation the Herald finds a general sentence of bank. 
ruptcy passed upon British commerce. “Suspen. 
sion” will therefore, ‘be the order of the day. 

The Morning Post stigmatizes the goverament 
ineasure as ‘a legalized piracy on those who ywil| 
submit to the plunder of their capital rather thag 
sacrifice their credit;’? and says, that it directly ob. 
structs the execution of foreign orders fur manulac 
tures by imposing an exorbitant discount on the billy 
sent for payment. 

It is unnecessary to give the opinions of other 
journals, or to enlarge upon the present state of af. 
fairs. 


Bank or EnoLtanp—Official statement as of the 
23d, dated 2th Oct. 1847—compared with the pr. 
vious week, exhbivite, 

An increase of circulation of 

A decrease of public deposits of 

A decrease of otner deposits of 

An increase vi securities of 

A decrease of bullion of 

An increase of rest of 

A decrease of reserve of 

Phe specie in the Bank of Evgland has 

diwiowsted during the year £7 323,814 
Ana in the Scotch and Irish banks 726,670 

These diminutions have vcourred wabuy durig 
ihe last few months. 


£1,002, 184 
730,499 
94,075 

314 632 
118,009 
19,003 
1,076,699 


B-eadstuffs, in spite of the pressure, have improved in 
price stice we Caleduma lett on tre 19th Oct, as will be 
~een by tie following comparison ol prices: 


Ov. 1 Nov. 4. 
Canal flour 2isa —s 293 a 293 6) 
Sultiinure and Philudeip sia 2534 263 = 245 a 29s 
Seur 19s a 2ls 21s a 233 
Cornmeal! 14.4146) 14s a Lis 6d 
Wheat, white 834 8s6d 7s 6d a 


| Wheat, red 63 a 7s 6d 6s 6d a 76 fd 
| Cornmeal 30sa 338 = - BV a 33 
Speculations as to future prices are very con radicwoly: 
From all we have seen on the subject we cunciude thal 
uO material variation is jikely to take place sporty. 


The provision market remained firm, and prices Welt 
fully maintuined. 

The cotton market, presented the most remarkable 
feature. Under common circumstances, prices would 
ieast have been mainiained and the article would hie 
been as it usually 1s, a fair object for speci lative invest 
ment. On the contrary it is regulaied, the market # 
exceedingly heavy and prices have receded, as will 
seen by the following cumparisun: 


Oct. 19. Nov. 4 

Orleans, ord to mid. 45 a5} 4 afl 
“ "fair togood fair = 6 a 6 5400) 

“* good to fine. 7 a8 6344 


[A decline to about the sane extent has taken plete 
in the price of the article in the New York market si 
the arrival of the Acadia.] 

The stock on hand was only 308,000 bulea, 
80,000 less than iasi years supply. 


FRANCE 


leaving 





have taken their course would have been tantamount 
to stoppage of the Bank of England! It regards the 
government measure rather as “‘a clap trap delusion” 





‘of men taking an expanded view of the actual con- 
dition of the country. 


Twelve thousand factory hands in Money article, written on the 3d, says, the rates 


practiced on the public, than as the sober conclusion 


The same journal, in its 





charged for discounts, so far from being in any way 
It is utterly 


regiment to be ordered in that direction. The deep- | impossible indeed, that they can continue to be paid | 


Banqueting in opposition to the king aod in far 
of reform, 18 still going on. 
Prince de Juinville takes command of the Feene" 
equadron on the coast of Italy. 
Louis Phillippe has 49,000 men in observation 
the Sw ias frontier. 
ITALY. 


Ferrara has not yet been evacuated by the 
ans. The minor princes seem to waver, Di” 
Pope continues firm and his popularity is rapidl) 
exeasing in Europe. 
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